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Elderly people and those with 
dementia could be forced to 
move to other care homes after 
plans to close Blackburn Lodge 
were revealed.

Kent County Council (KCC) 
officers met staff, residents and 
relatives last Tuesday to tell 
them it was considering shut-
ting the care home.

Alan Williamson, of Adelaide 
Drive, Sittingbourne, said his 
mother-in-law Joan Spall has 
lived there since May after a fall.

Mr Williamson said: “My 
94-year-old mother-in-law, who 
has dementia, went to Black-
burn Lodge having fallen down 
the stairs, hurting her back, hit-
ting her face and breaking her 
hip.

“She was distressed, did not 
know what had happened, who 
she was or who we were. Now 
she is happy and can carry a con-
versation.

“All the staff have been unfail-
ingly kind and efficient with 
regards to everyone I have seen 
whilst visiting.”

Mr Williamson said the home 
currently had space for more 
residents but questions about 
the low occupancy were not 
answered at last week’s meet-
ing.

He said families also drew a 
blank when they asked about 
where residents would be moved 
to and why no agenda for the 
meeting was issued.

He added: “We asked where 
existing permanent care resi-
dents would be relocated but 
KCC did not know.

“But they said they would help 
in every possible way, including 

Elderly residents 
and relatives ‘let 
down’ over closure

Top, left, Joan Spall 
when she arrived at 
Blackburn Lodge af-
ter having a fall and, 
top right, after a few 
months at the home. 
Bottom, left, the 
opening of a garden 
at the home. Bottom, 
right, the familiar 
frontage of Black-
burn Lodge, which 
could become a thing 
of the past 

Gordon Henderson says 
the home will close 

Cllr Clair Bell will make the 
final decision 

A ‘depressing, institution-like, degrading environment’

By Ellis Stephenson
estephenson@thekmgroup.
co.uk
@ReporterEllisKM

MP for Sittingbourne 
and Sheppey, Gordon 
Henderson, said it was 
inevitable Blackburn Lodge 
would have to shut – but he 
understood why.

He said: “It’s going to 
close. But I’ve long had the 
view that it shouldn’t be 
closed until an alternative 
home is put in place.

“That was my view up 
until a couple of weeks ago 
when I met social services 
but they point out while 
they understand that 
and they’ve been trying 
everything they can to find 
a place for a new home, 
they hadn’t been able to do 
that yet.

“They said they had now 
reached the stage where 

‘We feel very let 
down. Many of our 
questions weren’t 
answered’

fully subsidising all additional 
costs.”

He added: “In all it was a very 
unsatisfactory meeting and 
every relative that I spoke to 
assumed this was a done deal.

“We feel very let down. 
Many of our questions weren’t 
answered and all they wanted 
to do was push this extra care 
at home model.”

The consultation about the 
planned closure opened last 
week and lasts until Tuesday, 
March 31.

A final decision is set to be 
made in June by cabinet mem-
ber for adult social care and 
health, Cllr Clair Bell (Con).

If the go-ahead is given, KCC 

will move towards caring for 
people in their own homes.

Launching the 10-week con-
sultation, Cllr Bell said: “Kent 
County Council understands 
how strongly people feel about 
the future of Blackburn Lodge 
and the care services available 
on the Isle of Sheppey.

“Increasingly, people want 
to be supported to live inde-
pendently in their own homes 
with the best care to meet their 
needs. Traditional residential 
models of care are becoming 
less desirable.

“In line with these needs, the 
council is commissioning fewer 
residential services and invest-
ing in a variety of enablement 
and preventative services to 
flexibly meet people’s needs at 
home and support them to live 
as independently as possible.”

A similar consultation was 
held about four years ago when 
KCC decided it would shut 
Blackburn Lodge once alterna-
tive provision was found.

However, there has been little 
progress since then, KCC has 
admitted. 

A spokesman for KCC said: 
“The decision undertaken sub-
sequent to the 2015 consulta-
tion on the future of Blackburn 
Lodge was to ‘work with the 
market to develop alternative 
services with a final outcome 
of closure of the registered care 
home, Blackburn Lodge, once 
alternative provision is provided 
on the Isle of Sheppey’.

“The work that followed this to 
explore the delivery of alterna-
tive services on the Isle of Shep-
pey gave consideration to the 
requirements for both nursing 
care and Extra Care (Housing 
with Care) placements. 

“However, following this deci-
sion, there were challenges asso-

ciated with developing replace-
ment care services on the Island, 
particularly in relation to nurs-
ing services.  

“KCC is prohibited from oper-
ating a nursing home and due 
to issues associated to the work-
force challenges in the nursing 
sector and geographical con-
siderations of the Island, it has 
not been possible to commis-
sion nursing placements on 
the Island since the 2015 con-
sultation.

“Therefore, KCC considers 
that it is necessary to further 
consider the future of Blackburn 
Lodge and appropriate to under-
take a new public consultation.”

Blackburn Lodge has space 
for 35 older residents, although 

there were only 24 living there 
when it was last inspected.

The last time the service was 
assessed by the Care Quality 
Commission was in 2018 when 
it was rated “good” in all areas.

As well as being a permanent 
home, it also offers respite care.

Inspectors said residents had 
a variety of conditions, such as 
diabetes and epilepsy.

A report published following 
the inspection said: “People and 
their relatives thought the ser-
vice was well run.

“People knew the registered 
manager well and were very 
happy with the service pro-
vided.”

An inspection carried out in 
2016 had also concluded the 

home was “good” overall.
KCC has been asked to confirm 

how many residents currently 
live at the home but it had not 
responded by the time we went 
to press.

It is also not known how many 
staff would be affected by any 
closure.
n To take part in the latest con-

sultation, visit www.kent.gov.
uk/blackburnlodgeconsultation 
or collect a paper form and free-
post envelope from the home or 
any library and post it to Con-
sultation Team, Adult Social 
Care and Health, Kent County 
Council, Invicta House, Maid-
stone, ME14 1XX.

The deadline for comments is 
Tuesday, March 31.

Blackburn Lodge, for health 
and safety reasons, was no 
longer safe.

“While I’m disappointed, 

I have to accept it if what 
they say is true, it’d be 
irresponsible not to move 
people out.”

Mr Henderson said it was 
vital that current residents 
were found somewhere else 
to live.

“My concern now is to 
make sure everyone in the 
home who has to be moved 
is moved to suitable and 
acceptable accommodation 
and in the area,” he added. 
“They are my red lines.”

While there is no criticism 
of the staff and the care 
they provide, Mr Henderson 
was particularly scathing 
about the conditions at the 
home, which is one of the 
few that remain in county 
council control.

“We have to acknowledge 
Blackburn Lodge is a 
depressing, institution-like 
and degrading environment 
to put elderly people in 
and not suitable for the 
21st Century,” said Mr 
Henderson.

Commenting on the 
threat to its future, he 
added: “While I’m not happy 
about it, I understand it’s 
something we have to do.”

It is understood one of 
the sites being considered 
for a new building could 
be the existing plot where 
Blackburn Lodge currently 
sits.

However, any new facility 
is likely to be privately-run 
rather than being in local 
authority control.

REPEAT PROCESS
This is not the first time plans 
to shut Blackburn Lodge have 
been revealed.
The idea was considered in 
2015 along with the closure 
of three other care homes in 
Kent, Dorothy Lucy Centre 
in Maidstone, Kiln Court in 
Faversham and Wayfarers 
in Sandwich. A 12-week 
consultation was held. 
The plan was to develop 
alternative services with a 
view to closing Blackburn 
Lodge. A report released 
following the consultation 
said: “This is expected to be 
in two to three years time 
once a modern, fit-for-purpose 
replacement service is in place 
that addresses the needs for 
the older population.”
It was agreed that alternative 
services would be found on 
Sheppey.
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Please recycle
your KM
Group
newspapers

together we make a difference

The recycled paper content
of UK newspapers in 2016
was 62.8%

The recycled paper content  
of UK newspapers in 2018  
was 69.2%

OASIS
PLUMBING & BATHROOMS LTD

ALL PLUMBING HEATING AND
BATHROOM GOODS AVAILABLE FROM

STOCK OR DELIVERED WITHIN 48
HOURS BOILERS & RADIATORS AT

TRADE PRICES

20% OFF
BATHROOM PRODUCTS

OPEN 8 TILL 5 MONDAY
FRIDAY AND 8 TILL 12 SATURDAY

01795 665106
Leading Retailers
Of plumbing, heating and sanitaryware
146 High Street – Sheerness – Kent ME12 1UB
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Disney Northern Europe Cruise from Dover
On board Disney Magic (7 nights, 5 ports)
Sunday 1st to Sunday 8th September 2019

Created with your entire family in mind, the Disney Magic 
combines classic nostalgia and modern amenities with Disney’s 
signature service.

Step aboard for spacious staterooms that ensure everyone’s comfort. 
Get lost in original Broadway-quality entertainment. Indulge in first-rate 
dining. From bow to stern, set sail for unforgettable storytelling that 
only Disney could bring to life.

Includes - 

• Disney onboard activities & dive in cinema 
• Pools, waterslides & recreation
• Meals in the 3 main dining rooms
• Spectacular Disney musicals & shows
• Unlimited snacks, soft drinks, juices & ice cream
• Adult-exclusive activities
• Gymnasium and sports court

 Price based on 2 adults sharing

• Depart from Dover, Kent
•  Visit; Copenhagen (Denmark), Oslo (Norway), Stavanger (Norway) 

& Bergen (Norway)
• Door2Door transfer service available at additional charge

From £1,299pp
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Please reference ABTA 6982 when booking.

BOOK YOUR ADVENTURE NOW!

WORLDWIDE 
HOLIDAYS

SHORT 
BREAKS

DAY 
TRIPS

www.crosskeys.uk.com/km  

To advertise in
Gardening
www.kentonline.co.uk/
bookanad

Let
your
business
bloom

We have
the right
solution
for you...


