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I
t’s a long way from NSW’s 
Wollongong to London’s 
Kensington, but Craig 
Markham has made the 
upmarket West London 

borough his home for decades. 
The PR chief for British 
boutique hotel group Firmdale, 
Craig says Kensington has 
a grown-up, traditionally 
English feel to it. 

It’s full of garden squares 
and magnificent architecture 
that meanders from Victorian 
to Georgian and occasionally 
into modern, like the 
wonderful Michelin House 
on Fulham Road. 

“I am lucky to have Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens 
on my doorstep, as well as some 
of London’s best restaurants, 
shops and museums,” he says. 

ENGLISH CLASSIC
SALLY CLARKE 
Sally Clarke is an institution in 

Kensington and always feels like a 

special occasion. Her chic restaurant, 

Clarke’s, on Kensington Church Street, 

has been there for decades, serving an 

English/Mediterranean menu in a series 

of elegant rooms. sallyclarke.com

GREEK SUZI TROS 
AND MAZI
One of my favourite London restaurants 

is Suzi Tros – a simple Greek bistro 

two doors down from its slightly more 

refined older sister, Mazi. We always 

order the smoked aubergine, traditional 

Grandmama’s meatballs and chicken 

tacos. suzitros.com; mazi.co.uk

COFFEE AND 
CAKE HJEM
Launceston Place is one of my favourite 

London streets, lined with gleaming 

white stucco townhouses. Right at the 

end is Hjem, a café serving coffee and 

delicious Scandinavian cakes and 

pastries to the chic well-dressed 

locals. hjemkensington.com

ITALIAN CHUCS 
This tiny wood-panelled Italian café 

has a Slim Aarons vibe with its sunny 

wraparound terrace. It’s open all day, 

serving popular Italian favourites 

including tagliatelle Bolognese, 

chicken Milanese and crab linguine. 

chucsrestaurants.com
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How 
to do...

KENSINGTON 
From opera in the park and chic 

restaurants to world-famous museums, 
Aussie expat Craig Markham reveals 

his favourite places in Kensington
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PARK HOLLAND 
PARK GARDENS
Spring is the most beautiful time of 
year in Holland Park with its explosion 
of flowers. There’s the calming Kyoto 
Garden with its Japanese-style landscape, 
koi carp pond and wandering peacocks. 
In summer, Opera in the Park is a truly a 
magical experience. operahollandpark.com

STAY BOUTIQUE HOTEL
NUMBER SIXTEEN
Part of my job includes visiting this white 
stucco townhouse by Kit Kemp, founder 
and creative director of Firmdale Hotels and 
Kit Kemp Design Studio. Dine in the light 
and airy Orangery or have cocktails in the 
private garden. firmdalehotels.com

BOOKS SOUTH 
KENSINGTON BOOKS
There has been an independent bookshop 
on this site since the 1940s. Browse at 
your leisure the latest in fiction and 
art, architecture and design tomes. 
kensingtonbooks.co.uk

FASHION
MARGARET HOWELL
I have admired the chic simplicity of 
fashion brand Margaret Howell for years. 
It mostly comes in a sleek palette of navy, 
black and neutrals and never dates. There 
are also books, accessories and stylish finds 
for the home, including furniture, 
tableware, lighting and ceramics. 
margarethowell.co.uk

HOMEWARES 
JAPAN HOUSE 
This visual showcase on Kensington High 
Street explores the best in Japanese 
design – craftsmanship, innovation and 
technology, with beautiful homewares, 
books, ceramics and accessories for sale. 
Plus it has an excellent Japanese restaurant, 
Akira, upstairs. japanhouselondon.uk

DESIGN THE DESIGN 
MUSEUM
The former Commonwealth Institute was 
recently transformed by leading British 
architect John Pawson into a spectacular 
space showcasing the best in global 
product, industrial, graphic and fashion 
design. designmuseum.org

From top: 
Holland Park; 
Number Sixteen 
hotel; the Design 
Museum; Japan 
House; Margaret 
Howell.


