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THEY say the pen is 
mightier than the sword 
and it’s no more cutting 
than when it comes to 
royal biographies. The 
palaces must be echoing 

to the rustle of pages this week as 
revelatory book The Palace Papers hits 
the shelves and exposes some of the 
secrets the Windsors hoped would 
remain hidden.

The Diana Chronicles caused a 
furore at the time of its release in 2007, 
and now ex-Vanity Fair editor Tina 
Brown has returned with another 
searing royal biography in The Palace 
Papers. The book, which came out this 
week, takes a look at the royal family 
over the past 20 years and it’s fair to 
say, no one is spared from her 
piercing pen.

Put it this way, the makers 
of The Crown must be 
jumping with joy because 
she’s written their last two 
seasons for them. We read 
that Prince William has a 
fiery side to him away from 
the cameras and that he was 
seen as an “entitled little 
monster” at nursery. We see a less 
than flattering portrait of Prince 
Charles, hear how Prince Andrew 
was mean to Fergie and follow his 
epic downfall. And we revisit 
Prince Harry and Meghan, the 

Duchess of Sussex’s great escape, 
which is less Finding Freedom and 
more Finding Fault, with Brown stating 
both of them are “addicted to drama”.

And while all sides of the royal 
family will inevitably be irritated by the 
revelations in the book, apart from 
Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, who 

comes out relatively unscathed, it’s just 
the first in a long line of new 
biographies hitting the shelves. We 
take a look at five royal reads that are 
threatening to take the shine off the 
Platinum Jubilee. 

THE PALACE PAPERS
By Tina Brown, Century, $35
Editor Tina Brown writes her royal 
biographies unlike anyone else and 
this, like The Diana Chronicles before 
it, is a highly-readable, highly-
entertaining and enlightening look at 
the making of the modern royals since 
the death of Diana. She delves into the 

personalities and foibles of each 
family member and how they 
run their households – not 
usually, very well. 

TRAITOR 
KING: THE 
SCANDALOUS 
EXILE OF THE 
DUKE AND 
DUCHESS OF 
WINDSOR

By Andrew Lownie, 
Bonnier, $22.99 

Before Harry and Meghan, 
there was another royal 

who gave it all up for an 
American woman – Edward 
VIII, who famously abdicated 
the throne in 1936 in order to 

marry double-divorcee Wallis 
Simpson. Historian Andrew Lownie 
does a blistering job of unearthing the 
skeletons in the Royal Family’s closet 
and leads you to conclude that the 
Duke of Windsor was far worse than 
you imagined, including his Nazi 
allegiances and thoroughly 
unsympathetic character. The book is 
out on August 31 in Australia.

THE QUEEN
By Andrew Morton, Michael O’Mara 
Books, $32.99 
To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee, there have been several 
biographies published recently, 
including the very detailed The Queen 
by Matthew Dennison and reverent 
Queen of our Times by Robert 
Hardman. Next comes The Queen by 
Andrew Morton, out June 1. Unlike his 
explosive book Diana: Her True Story, 
it’s safe to assume the Queen hasn’t 
been secretly colluding on this 
biography, which follows his expose of 
her relationship with Margaret in the 
recent Elizabeth and Margaret: The 
Intimate World of the Windsor Sisters.

WILLIAM AT 40: 
THE MAKING OF A 
MODERN MONARCH
By Robert Jobson, Ad Lib 
Publishers, $34.99
Experienced royal reporter Robert 

Jobson follows Prince William’s 
journey from child to future king and 
like Tina Brown, he has a few 
revelations about the Duke of 
Cambridge’s personality away from the 
public eye in his book, out this week. He 
confirms William has an explosive 
temper and can be moody, 
unpredictable and belligerent. He also 
lays bare his relationship with Charles 
and Harry. According to Jobson, 
Andrew’s disgrace and William’s rift 
with his brother, has seen him develop 
a steely determination about the future.

PRINCE HARRY’S 
MEMOIR
Penguin Random House
The book that is causing the biggest 
headache isn’t even out yet. The tell-all 
autobiography is due later this year and 
expected to contain seismic revelations 
about unhappy Harry’s “truth”. 
According to the publishers, the prince 
will “share, for the very first time, the 
definitive account of the experiences, 
adventures, losses, and life lessons that 
have helped shape him”. What that 
means, says Tina Brown, is he’ll go after 
Charles, Camilla and William. “William 
was disgusted about Meghan’s attack 
on Kate because she can’t answer 
back,” she told The UK’s Telegraph. 
“But that’s nothing compared to how 
furious he’s going to be when this book 
comes out.”

Duke and Duchess of Windsor in the 1930s, 
formerly Wallis Simpson and King Edward VIII.
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