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San Francisco is best known for the Golden Gate Bridge and 
National Park, its steep hilly landscape and, in more recent 
times, its prominence to technological development due to 
its proximity to Silicon Valley. Despite only being a small city 
of 49 square miles (compared to Los Angeles’ 503), there is so 
much more to explore; San Francisco is packed with dozens 
of neighbourhoods which all offer their own distinctive 
activities, architecture and even microclimates. The variety of 
neighbourhoods means the city has something for everyone, 
and LTG’s handy guide is a useful starting point to help map 
out your San Francisco experience.

Overview

More than three quarters of San Francisco’s tourists stop 
in Fisherman’s Wharf, making it SF’s most well-visited 
neighbourhood. Fisherman’s Wharf is located on the 
northern waterfront area of the peninsula, so it’s the perfect 
location for visitors to experience marine wildlife, visit the 
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park and dine on 
fresh seafood, including crab meat and clam chowder. The 
residents and business owners in the area fight to ensure 
that traditional, family-owned restaurants and businesses 
continue to thrive, and are not displaced by larger chains. 
One particularly endearing aspect of Fisherman’s Wharf is the 
sea lion colony living on Pier 39. In 1989, the sea lions started 
moving from Seal Rock to live on the pier and their numbers 
have been increasing ever since. Though no one really knows 
why they migrated to the pier, it is believed to be due to the 
harbour offering them greater safety from predators. From 
Fisherman’s Wharf, visitors can catch ferries to Alcatraz and 
Angel Island or head inland on the historic F-line streetcar 
and two cable car lines. 
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The Mission District is San Francisco’s oldest 
neighbourhood, but in recent years has become one of 
its slickest. On Mission Street, you can find the city’s best 
Mexican restaurants, and then, in August and September, 
you can catch an outdoor movie at nearby Dolores Park. 
On Valencia Street, visitors can explore trendy bars and 
restaurants and independent clothing boutiques. With 
stunning street art visible on virtually every wall, the 
Mission District is literally and figuratively one of the 
city’s most colourful neighbourhoods. It also contains 
(arguably) San Francisco’s oldest building, Misión San 
Francisco de Asís (pictured, right) – better known as 
Mission Dolores. It was built in 1776, but has since been 
dwarfed by the impressive basilica that stands next to it. 
The district is one of San Francisco’s warmest due to its 
location beneath the Twin Peaks, which act as a shield 
from cold Pacific fogs. Therefore, along with a few other 
neighbourhoods in the east of the city, the Mission 
District forms part of the ‘sun belt,’ where tourists are less 
likely to be interrupted by detrimental weather. 

The missiOn DisTricT 

Don’t let the name fool you; despite being located on the 
waterfront, there are no beaches in North Beach. Instead, 
due to significant Italian immigration in the early 1900s, 
there is a thriving Italian-American community. This 
makes North Beach the only place to try truly authentic 
Italian-American pizza, cannoli and coffee – head to 
Columbus Avenue and Washington Square Park to find 
an abundance of Italian-style restaurants, bakeries and 
cafés. In Washington Square Park, visitors to the city can 
take in the ‘Italian Cathedral of the West Coast,’ Saints 
Peter and Paul Church (pictured, left). The church has 
become the religious home for North Beach’s Italian-
American and Chinese-American populations, offering 
services in English, Italian, Cantonese and Latin. Another 
architectural hub of the city is Coit Tower on the nearby 
Telegraph Hill, which was constructed in 1933 and offers 
360-degree views of the city and bay. For bookworms, the 
City Lights bookstore is a must; it is a vital reminder of San 
Francisco’s famous Beat Generation in the 1950s and 60s 
and is now the perfect place to pick up a souvenir. 

nOrTh Beach

San Francisco was the first city in California to elect an 
openly gay official (Harvey Milk) and was also the first in 
the United States to legalise gay marriage, making it one 
of the country’s LGBTQ+ centres. The Castro has become 
synonymous with San Francisco’s LGBTQ+ community, 
and the neighbourhood has plenty of events, nightlife 
and cultural options. One moving symbol of the Castro 
District’s affinity with the LGBTQ+ community is the 
Rainbow Honour Walk, which is a few blocks long and 
commemorates LGBTQ+ individuals who have made a 
significant difference to society in the United States and 
beyond. The Harvey Milk Photo Center is dedicated to the 
memory of one of the city’s most famous leaders through 
one of his passions, photography. It houses exhibitions 
from prominent photographers and offers classes for 
people of any skill level, making it an interesting and 
educational visit. The Castro Theatre (pictured, right) is 
one of San Francisco’s official historic landmarks, and 
its last remaining movie palace. Events at the theatre 
include sing-along showings of classic and modern 
musicals as well as filmmaker Q&As.  

The casTrO DisTricT 

There are 44 hills in San Francisco, and Nob Hill provides 
perhaps the best views over the city and bay of them all, 
making it a great place to get some holiday snaps. Nob Hill 
is one of San Francisco’s most affluent neighbourhoods, 
which is best demonstrated at Sons & Daughters, an 
exclusive 28-seat restaurant with a nine-course menu and 
wine pairings. As well as some of the city’s most luxurious 
cuisine, Nob Hill is home to some of San Francisco’s most 
spectacular architecture. Grace Cathedral (pictured, left) 
(styled to look like the Notre-Dame in Paris) was finally 
completed in 1964 after 37 years of construction, and was 
officially opened by Martin Luther King Jr. Huntington Park 
is conveniently located next to the cathedral, making it 
the perfect place for a scenic family picnic. No journey to 
San Francisco is complete without paying visit to Lombard 
Street in the neighbouring Russian Hill, made famous for a 
one-block section containing eight tight hairpin turns. The 
quirky and bizarre stretch of road is worth a visit, even if 
there’s a significant wait to drive along it.   

nOB hill

----


