
"Syrup" 

SCREENPLAY AND SHORT FILM. 

LINK TO SHORT FILM: 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION. 

 

Synopsis. Petra discovers that life is a matter of letting herself 

be helped, even in the smallest things like preparing a hand 

scraped slush ice-cream. 

 

GENRE: Drama, comedy.  

 

 

Objective: to use cuts in the action that help to advance the story 

while maintaining the reality of the scene, showing the difference 

between "time in the cinema" and "real time" and thus maintain 

continuity in history, time and space for that the audience 

believes in the reality of the moment. 

 

Vision of the director. Little or no use of dialogues to reaffirm 

the role of the director as a visual narrator, black and white 

photography, long shots, direction of actors in a moderate, paused 

performance. Fantasy props will be used to emphasize the gray life 

of the central character, when they reach the end, there will be 

a sudden transition to the real objects that were in contact with 

the characters all the time, to give dramatic force to their new 

reality. 
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FADE IN: 

 

EXT. STREET STALL. DAY. 

 

PETRA, a young woman, sells Mexican hand-scraped slush at a street 

stall. She looks around constantly, annoyed by a group of CHILDREN 

playing in a playground close by. 

 

PETRA checks on her cell phone screen. NO NEW MESSAGES reads on 

screen. 

 

A smiling CUSTOMER arrives. He smiles to her.  

Petra does not smile back.  

 

Petra stops suddenly and looks at her fingers with a gesture of 

pain: her knuckles are blistered from so much ice scraping. 

The cell phone RINGS. Petra ignores it.  

 

Petra finishes scraping the ice, rubs her fingers. The Client makes 

an attempt to reach for a plastic CUP to put ice in. An attempt to 

ease Petra’s job.   Petra does not notice. 

 

The Client reaches for the SYRUP bottle. Petra does not appreciate 

it.  

 

A MISSING PHONE CALL on cell phone. 

 

The Client ignores Petra’s hostility. Petra hands him the slush 

ice cream in a cup and Client leaves. 

 



A WOMAN approaches a CHILD playing in the playground. Obviously 

his Mother, takes him by the hand and approach the hand-scraped 

ice slush stall. 

 

Woman and Child stand next to the stall. Ask for a slush ice cup.  

Petra scrapes the ice. Glances to the child. The Child has band-

aids on one of his cheeks.  He looks a normal child.  

 

The blisters on the fingers are still there.  

 

Petra forces a smile and prepares to reach a plastic cup. The child 

has already grabbed it. He places it on the counter. He feels proud 

of himself.  

 

The cell phone RINGS. 

 

Petra puts down cup, tries to answer phone. Phone stops ringing.  

 

CUT TO: 

 

NEXT DAY: 

Woman and Child arrive to order a slush ice. Boy makes the stall 

his own; he takes initiative and passes the syrup to Petra. 

Petra sulks but keeps scraping ice.  

 

NEXT DAY: 

 

Petra is on the phone.  

The Woman and child are there again; ready to buy more slush ice.  

Petra is a few steps away, talking on the cell phone, does not see 

them. 

 



Again, the boy scrapes his own ice. Petra hangs phone. She sees 

the Boy scraping ice, finishing his own slush ice cup. Pours come 

syrup on it. His fingers are protected with BAND AIDS.  

Petra is annoyed, but understanding.  

 

NEXT DAY: 

Petra scrapes ice with her hand protected with band-aids. The 

Client has returned and awaits his hand-scraped ice slush. He 

watches Petra with admiration. 

Petra tries to reach a syrup bottle. Client hands it to her. Greta 

finishes with the scraping, she smiles. The cell phone sounds and 

Petra turns it off. Petra rubs her finger, now protected with band-

aids. 

 

THE END 


