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We constantly grapple with the realities of living in a day and age largely driven by hate. Every
day we wake up to another headline. Shootings. Brutality. Institutional inequity. Systemic
racism. Selfishness. In almost every circumstance the realities of hate fueling this country are
tearing away at the good of humanity.

That’s why the horrific attacks on two massage parlors in Atlanta this month by white man
Robert Aaron Long took my breath away. We’re all aware of the deeply ingrained prejudice in
this society against people of all colors, ethnicities, identities and more. But murdering several
women of Asian descent feels like much, much more than just prejudice. These attacks were hate
crimes.

Yes, much is being made about the notion that Long’s vicious killings sprang from guilt feelings
over a “sex addiction.” The idea is that he simply targeted “what he saw as sources of
temptation.”

Arguments about Long’s motivation are spiraling, where one side sees the murders as the
unstable mental state of a man trying to be faithful to evangelical teachings. According to
Rachael Denhollander of the Washington Post, these ideas are derived from “teachings that place
the burden and blame for men’s sexual addictions on women [that] are rampant in conservative
theological circles.”

However, we can’t argue that race wasn’t a factor. Even if the sex addiction claim is true, the
brutal acts against these women reveal a larger issue terrorizing our society – Asian women face
misogyny and racism intertwined daily.

Sadly, this concept isn’t new. Though our country has mostly focused on the Black Lives Matter
Movement the last several months, it’s apparent that Asian women are depicted in a specific way
in American culture. Many view them as sexualized objects, and often, the media objectifies
these women differently than the rest.

“To be an Asian woman in America means you can't just be what you are: a fully enfranchised
human being. It means you are a blank screen on which others project their stories, especially,
too often, their sexualized fantasies -- because U.S. culture has long presented Asian women as
sexualized objects for White male enjoyment,” said Jennifer Ho in a CNN opinion article.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/spa-shooting-victims-idd-as-biden-harris-head-to-atlanta/2021/03/19/af2d153e-88d2-11eb-be4a-24b89f616f2c_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/03/22/how-churches-talk-about-sexuality-can-mean-life-or-death-we-saw-that-robert-long/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/17/opinions/to-be-an-asian-woman-in-america-ho/index.html


The stereotypical representation of Asian women stems from the movies we watch, the TV
shows we binge, the books we read and more. It is normal for Asians to be depicted
stereotypically in Hollywood films. Otherwise, they probably don’t play a role at all.

When Asian women are represented in Hollywood, the roles often relay a full-fledged “nerd” or
a “china doll” playing a sex worker. Sometimes, any actress of Asian descent may be cast into a
role, where a Chinese woman plays a Korean character or vice versa.

What I find the most disturbing is that often white actors are cast as Asian characters. Mickey
Rooney in Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Emma Stone in Aloha, Scarlett Johansson in Ghost in Shell.
The list goes on.

Consequently, the media we ingest daily portrays these women as objects and leads to idiotic
thinking on a societal level. More often than not, Asian women today are working in service jobs
during a pandemic, facing little to no support financially. Add the treacherous xenophobia raging
in areas like the South to the mix. The result is unfathomable.

Even our joke of a previous president repeatedly referred to the coronavirus during the rise of the
pandemic as “the Chinese virus” and “the kung flu”. For over a year now, discourse like that has
been establishing a foundation for Trump’s cronies and overall prejudice against Asian
Americans to flourish.

So, what now? What does it mean to be an Asian woman today?

“It means further disappearing: being one of six women killed in what people aren't even calling
a racially motivated crime, although can there be any doubt that it was misogyny and toxic
masculinity that killed you?” Ho said. “What can we do? What can YOU do? Do not look away.
These are not one-off stories. There is a whole history of sexualized violence against Asian
women in America.”

http://aapidata.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Factsheet-Sexual-violence-in-API-communities-Apr2018-formatted-2019.pdf

