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Labor smashed 
for ‘disgraceful’ 
bush booze laws
A coalition of Aboriginal organis-
ations, welfare and justice groups 
and the police union has con-
demned as “disgraceful” and “dis-
gusting” the Northern Territory’s 
new alcohol laws that will let 
people in dry communities get 
back on the grog from July. 

Alcohol is banned in more 
than 400 Territory outback 
towns, camps and other areas 
under measures introduced as 
part of the Howard government’s 
NT Emergency Response, which 
was extended by federal Labor’s 
Stronger Futures legislation. 

But the Stronger Futures laws 
are due to expire on July 17, and 
Canberra and Darwin are at log-
gerheads over who is to blame for 
not preparing to replace them.

 The NT government this 
week passed legislation requiring 
dry areas without pre-Stronger 
Futures restrictions to opt in to 
alcohol bans after July. Experts 
say most are unprepared to do so. 

North Australian Aboriginal 
Justice Agency CEO Priscilla 
Atkins accused the Labor gov-
ernment of “open(ing) up the 
floodgates” to drinkers.

“Our hospitals are full, our 
domestic violence rates are the 
highest in the nation and rising, 
and the justice system is clogging 
up,” she said. 

“What the NT government 
has done will add to that harm. 
It’s absolutely disgusting.” 

Aboriginal Medical Services 
Alliance NT boss John Paterson 
demanded the government 
ensure “no takeaway alcohol can 

be newly accessed” without a 
negotiation process. 

NT Council of Social Services 
head Deborah Di Natale called 
the “rushed” passage of new laws 
“disgraceful”. 

Association of Alcohol and 
other Drugs Agencies NT chief 
Peter Burnheim said the govern-
ment had “completely ignored 
members of the community that 
will be affected”. 

Danila Dilba Health Services 
chief Rob McPhee warned the 

changes were “a step in the wrong 
direction” towards the “devastat-
ing impacts of alcohol”.  

NT Police Association presi-
dent Paul McCue argued pass-
ing the legislation “goes 
completely against what the gov-
ernment claims to be achieving in 
relation to reducing alcohol-re-
lated harm”. 

Northern Territory Chief 
Minister Natasha Fyles blamed 
the federal government for the 
changes. She said the Stronger 
Futures legislation was “race-
based policy targeting Aboriginal 
Territorians with little or no 
engagement of consultation”. 

“The federal Liberal govern-
ment, which is responsible for the 
Stronger Futures legislation, no-
tified the Territory at the 11th 

hour that it would be walking 
away and leaving the NT govern-
ment to clean up its mess,” she 
said. 

 “This government has accord-
ingly acted quickly and responsi-
bly to prepare for the common-
wealth walking away. This 
government will not support con-
tinuing the mandatory restric-
tions and obligations of the 
intervention.”

Local Government Minister 
Chansey Paech said prohibition 
“does not work” and instead 
“pushes people to the extreme”. 

“It encourages people to con-
sider other harmful options such 
as drinking on the outskirts of a 
town, community, homeland or 
town camp near busy roads, or 
our people are driven to find al-
ternative sources of alcohol such 
as sanitiser or mouth wash,” he 
said. 

Federal Indigenous Austra-
lians Minister Ken Wyatt said Ms 
Fyles “has not got her facts right”, 
adding that discussions about 
sunsetting the Stronger Futures 
legislation began in April 2021 
and were well documented. 

“It seems that on the eve on an 
election, they’ve chosen to play 
politics. It’s disappointing. It 
demonstrates the new Chief 
Minister has no idea what’s hap-
pening in her own government,” 
he said. “I suggest (she) tends to 
the business before her rather 
than look to score cheap political 
points.”

A spokesman for Ms Fyles 
said about 112 major communi-
ties were covered by so-called 
General Restricted Area pro-
visions, meaning in those places 
alcohol bans would remain in 
force. 

Amos Aikman
Northern 
Correspondent

‘It seems that on 
the eve on an 
election, they’ve 
chosen to play 
politics’

Ken Wyatt
Indigenous Australians 
Minister

Time for a cold one as contest loses heat in wake of floods
In the midst of the grief, anger and 
loss in Australia’s most devastated 
electorate, two politicians who 
should be at each other’s throats 
are sitting down for a beer. 

The two main candidates for 
the seat of Page in northern NSW, 
incumbent Nationals MP Kevin 
Hogan and Labor challenger Pat-
rick Deegan, are chatting in a pub 
that, like most of Lismore, was left 
underwater when floods devas-
tated the city earlier this year.

They are conducting a remark-
ably civil campaign, demonstra-
ting a goodwill absent in many 
seats where life has not been 
touched by disaster. 

Page is like no other seat, with 
almost every voter impacted in 
some way by unprecedented 
weather that has left thousands 
homeless and jobless.

In the days after floodwaters 
swept through Lismore’s CBD, the 
Hotel Metropole reopened a small 
rooftop area serving beers to locals 
who had lost everything. 

Eleven weeks later, only one 
other pub and a handful of busi-
nesses in the city of almost 30,000 
have opened. The rest remain gut-
ted, boarded up and empty. Some 
streets still don’t have power.

In the now mostly restored 
Metropole, the two rival politi-
cians discuss their campaign prog-
ress, sharing a few laughs. But talk 
soon turns serious. 

The far north coast seat would 
normally be regarded as safe for 
the Nationals on a margin of 
9.45 per cent. Anger against the 
Coalition – on both federal and 

state levels – means Hogan has a 
fight on his hands.

The electorate has gone with 
government at every election 
since Labor first won it in 1990, but 
is now tipped to become an ultra-
marginal seat. Many locals believe 
the federal response to the floods 
was slow and inadequate, some-
thing Hogan partly concedes. 

“People went to bed thinking 
this was going to be 11.5m flood, 
that’s a normal flood for us,” he 
says. “(This one was) 14.5m, 3m 
bigger than we thought, so straight 
away we’re under the pump. We 
were playing catch-up. 

“We can, and we need to, do 
better next time.” 

Deegan says communities felt 
they were “forgotten”. “Some of 
the grants are very hard to navi-
gate and there’s certainly too 
much red tape,” he says. 

While Hogan, Deegan and 

eight other candidates are vying 
for the seat, not many locals are 
talking – or thinking – about the 
imminent election. People are 
focused on rebuilding their lives, 
businesses and homes.

“We’re all trying to get back on 
our feet,” a   shopkeeper named 
Jane says. “Every conversation I 
have all day long is flood based. No 
one is talking about the election.”

Many voters in their 20s and 
those with young families in their 
30s and 40s are hoping for a 
change in government following 
the seemingly poor response to 
the disaster. 

Dane Smee from Goonellabah 
says he changed his vote following 
the flood response. The 38-year-
old car salesman lost his job due to 
the floods and hasn’t had time to 
think about or discuss the election 
with friends.

His partner Brooke Webster 

lost her job as a bus driver but is 
currently working as a delivery 
driver. 

“You want someone who is 
going to support you and do the 
right thing when something like 
this happens, especially when it’s 

going to happen again,” the 28-
year-old says.

Others – mainly older resi-
dents – believe the government 
did the best it could in handling 
the region’s worst natural disaster 
in living memory.

Ted Selfies, 85, who lost every-
thing in the flood, says the election 
will be “touch and go”, but the gov-
ernment could not have prepared 
for the natural disaster.

“I’ll vote the same as I’ll always 
vote,” he says. “I don’t think (the 

government) has done too bad of 
a job.”

The life-long resident of Lis-
more says the town has to move 
from the river. “They just can’t get 
going like that and getting wiped 
out every time,” he says. 
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Labor candidate Patrick Deegan enjoys a beer with Nationals MP Kevin Hogan in Lismore

The nation’s top universities are 
pushing for a new visa class to be 
established by the next govern-
ment to attract high achieving 
international students and fill 
gaps left by the pandemic. 

The Group of Eight, which rep-

resents the top eight universities 
in the country, called for which-
ever party took power on Satur-
day to “prioritise international 
education” and adopt measures to 
ensure Australia remained com-
petitive. One such measures was 

for a “high potential individual 
visa” to be introduced, which 
would target high achieving grad-
uates from top global universities 
in “areas of workforce need” such 
as the health sector.

Go8 CEO Vicki Thomson said 

global competition for talent was 
“intensifying” and Australia 
risked being left behind. “Our 
international competitors are rap-
idly positioning themselves as 
destinations of choice,” she said.

SARAH ISON

Top universities in pitch for visas to lure the elite 

minister did not comment on 
cabinet discussions but argued 
that  the Morrison government 
was “easily the largest bilateral 
donor to the Pacific”.

“No government has been 
more attentive to the needs and 
priorities of the Pacific,” her 
spokesman said.

Labor foreign affairs spokes-
woman Penny Wong said voters 
could not risk another three years 
of the Morrison government’s 
“failings in the Pacific”.

Scott Morrison “was warned 
about what was coming in the 
Pacific but he dropped the ball, 
and now Australia is less secure,” 
Senator Wong said.

Continued from Page 1 “How many times will Mr 
Morrison ignore warnings? And 
what cost will Australians have to 
pay for his inaction?”

She said Labor’s promised for-
eign aid boost was “responsible”, 
and would harness Australia’s 
strengths in the region.

Australia’s strained relation-
ship with key Pacific partners was 
dramatically demonstrated in 
recent weeks when Solomon 
Islands Prime Minister Manasseh 
Sogavare claimed his country was 
treated like children and threat-
ened “with invasion” over its 
security agreement with China.

The accusation came after the 
Prime Minister  declared a Chi-
nese base in Solomon Islands 
would be a “red line” for Australia.

Mr Morrison  on Thursday said 
if he were  re-elected, he would 
visit Honiara and “many of the 
other Pacific countries that I had 
hoped to visit during the last three 
years”.

China’s efforts to win over 
Pacific nations will be a key 
agenda item at next week’s 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
leaders’ meeting in Tokyo, where 
US President Joe Biden will 
launch his “Indo-Pacific econ-
omic framework”.

White House National Secur-
ity Adviser Jake Sullivan said the 
“21st-century economic arrange-
ment” would offer a new model 
for tackling challenges, “from set-
ting the rules of the digital econ-
omy, to ensuring secure and 

resilient supply chains, to manag-
ing the energy transition, to in-
vesting in clean, modern, high-
standards infrastructure”.

Labor leader Anthony Alba-
nese has vowed to attend the 
Quad meeting with Senator 
Wong if he wins the election on 
Saturday, with deputy leader 
Richard Marles to remain in Aus-
tralia as acting prime minister.

All three would need to be 
sworn in as soon as the election 
result was known to enable Mr 
Albanese to represent Australia at 
the regional security summit.

Mr Morrison has indicated he 
would attend the Quad meeting if 
he won the election, or – under 
parliamentary conventions – if 
the result remained undecided.

Payne’s Pacific push ‘stymied in cabinet’

Lawsuit 
looms on 
Covid 
clause

The Australian Electoral Com-
mission may face a legal chal-
lenge after enforcing a rule that 
could prevent thousands from 
voting on Saturday should they 
have caught Covid-19 before 
Tuesday and missed the postal 
vote deadline.

More than 200,000 people 
have contracted Covid-19 since 
Saturday and will be in isolation 
on election day, with many in-
tending to vote over the phone 
after the cut-off for postal voting 
passed on Monday night.

Several voters in isolation 
said they were shocked to dis-
cover that only those who tested 
positive after Tuesday 6pm were 
able to vote over the phone.

Chief executive of the Group 
of Eight, which represents the 
country’s top eight universities, 
Vicki Thompson, who caught 
Covid-19 on Monday, said she 
had not registered for a postal 
vote because she was told it 
would not come in time. She said 
she was “frustrated” at the pro-
cess and the fact an “arbitrary 
date” for testing positive had 
been set and prevented her from 
voting. 

Independent for Kooyong 
and former neurologist Monique 
Ryan said the problem was “not 
hard to fix” and she had “en-
gaged a legal team” to look at 
what could be done.

Professor of law Kim Ruben-
stein, who is also running as 
an independent at the election, 
said there shouldn’t be a “gap” 
that people fell into between the 
postal vote closing and becom-
ing eligible for voting over the 
phone.

 “The system shouldn’t be a 
barrier for anyone,” she said.

The Human Rights Law Cen-
tre confirmed it had written to 
the AEC “seeking urgent clarity 
around the … interpretation of 
phone-voting provisions for 
Covid-19-affected people ahead 
of Saturday’s federal election”.

The AEC said people “had the 
option to apply for a postal vote” 
before it closed on Wednesday. 

“The majority of people who 
tested positive were contacted by 
health authorities with instruc-
tions to apply for a postal vote,” a 
spokeswoman said.
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Xenophon’s 
comeback 
on the ropes 
Serial political disrupter Nick 
Xenophon appears doomed in 
his latest attempt at a comeback, 
his campaign marred by his work 
for Chinese telco Huawei and a 
preference freeze which could 
see One Nation or Clive Palmer 
grab the sixth Senate spot in 
South Australia.

The man who just four years 
ago was rated as South Austra-
lia’s preferred premier before his 
state campaign imploded looks 
set to fail again, entering the race 
so late that his name does not 
even appear above the line on 
the ballot paper.

Both the major parties expect 
their primary vote will be 
enough to get the two lead Labor 
and Liberal candidates across 
the line, with the fifth position 
going to the Greens.  This makes 
the battle for sixth spot a messy 
tussle between a raft of candi-
dates of which Mr Xenophon, 
One Nation and the United Aus-
tralian Party are polling the 
strongest.

DAVID PENBERTHY

EXHIBITION OF STATE SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
Albion Park Quarry – Stage 7
Application No SSD-10369
Location  East West Link, Albion Park (Lot 1 

DP 858245 and Lot 7 DP 3709)
Applicant Cleary Bros (Bombo) Pty Ltd
Council Area Shellharbour
Consent Authority  Minister for Planning or 

Independent Planning Commission

Description of proposal
The project involves continued operation of the 
approved Stages 1 to 6 of the existing quarry and 
a proposed Stage 7 extension area. The Stage 7 
extension involves: 
• removing 1.6 million tonnes (Mt) of overburden;
•  hard rock extraction (drilling and blasting) and 

processing up to 900,000 tonnes per year from 
a total resource of approximately 33 Mt; and

• progressive rehabilitation.

About the exhibition
An exhibition process allows any individual or 
organisation to have their say about 
a proposed development.
The Department of Planning and Environment 
(Department) has received a State signifi cant 
development (SSD) application for the abovementioned 
project. The application, environmental impact 
statement, and accompanying documents are on 
exhibition from Friday 20 May 2022 until Thursday 
16 June 2022. You can view these documents online at 
planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects.
At the time of publishing this advertisement, the 
Minister for Planning has not directed that a public 
hearing should be held.

Controlled Action under Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
Development in NSW can be subject to Commonwealth 
legislation, depending on the circumstances.
The Commonwealth Minister for the Environment has 
decided that the proposed development – known as 
Albion Park Quarry Extraction Area Stage 7 Extension 
(2020/8871) for Commonwealth purposes – is a 
“controlled action” under the EPBC Act.
The EPBC Act Part 3, Division 1 controlled 
provisions are:
•  listed threatened species and communities 

(sections 18 and 18A)
The proposed development 2020/8871 will be 
assessed under Part 4 of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979. The assessment will be in 
accordance with the Bilateral Agreement between 
NSW and the Commonwealth, made under the EPBC 

Act. The assessment will be done in the manner 
specifi ed in Schedule 1 of the Bilateral Agreement. 
The public notice for the project may be found at 
environment.gov.au/epbc/public-notices.

Have your say
The Department encourages online submissions, 
particularly during times when mobility may be impacted 
by COVID-19 restrictions. To have your say online, 
search for this project at planningportal.nsw.gov.au/
major-projects and click on ‘Make a submission’. You 
will need to log in or create a user account. 
If you cannot submit online, post your submission 
to the address below, to arrive before the close of 
exhibition. If you want your personal information to be 
withheld before publication, please clarify this at the 
top of your cover letter and do not include personal 
details in your submission.
If you choose to send a paper-based submission, it 
is important that both the submission and mailing 
envelope are addressed to the nominated contact 
person below:
Please be aware that if you choose to send a paper-
based submission and it is not addressed to the 
nominated contact person, the submission will not 
be received by the Department and will instead be 
returned to sender.
Please include:
•  your name and address at the top of the letter 

only (or in a separate cover letter if you want your 
personal details to be withheld from publication);

• the name of the project and the application number;
•  a statement on whether you ‘support’ or 

‘object’ to the application or if you are 
simply providing comment;

•  the reasons why you support or object to the 
application; and

•  a declaration of any reportable political 
donations you have made in the last two years (visit 
planning.nsw.gov.au/DonationsandGiftDisclosure or 
phone 1300 305 695 to fi nd out more).

Privacy statement: Before making your submission, 
read our Privacy Statement at planning.nsw.gov.au/
privacy or call 1300 305 695 for a copy. We will publish 
your submission on our website in accordance with our 
Privacy Statement.

For more information: Contact (02) 4345 4403 
or 1300 305 695
Address: Director – Energy Assessments, Development 
Assessment, Department of Planning and Environment, 
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124. B
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