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TOPIC 

How the work of  
contemporary artists, such as  

Takashi Murakami and 

Marina Abramovic have inspired  
the album art and music videos of  
today’s popular hip-hop artists,  

like Kanye West and Jay-Z.  



HIP-HOP & FINE ART 

•  Rooted in the rich history of graffiti, hip-hop’s 
visual art subculture started as a love for 
spray paint and subway walls.  

•  As hip-hop matured, so did its followers, 
becoming more and more intrigued by high-
society and lavish lifestyles, as depicted in 
numerous music videos.  

•  This new wave of appreciation for 
contemporary art can be seen in the 
collaborations for music videos and album 
art. 



RESEARCH 

Cey Adams and Bill Adler. “Out of the Subways and Into the World.” Sermans, 
Franklin. Definition: The Art and Design of Hip-Hop. (New York: 
HarperCollins, 2008), 19.  



TAKASHI MURAKAMI 

 Born in 1962, contemporary 
neo-pop artist Takashi 
Murakami has become a 
worldwide phenomenon 
trained in Japan’s Nihonga 
painting style – a focus on 
traditional Japanese 
techniques and subject 
matters.  Murakami’s style is 
especially recognized in 
American art culture, making 
him a global sensation for art 
lovers from all different 
backgrounds.  



ARTWORKS 

(from left to right) 1. Reversed Double Helix, 2005; 2. Kiki with Moss, 2004;  



RESEARCH 

The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 
http://www.moca.org/media/gal_guides/MURAKAMI_GalleryGuideWeb.pdf 



KANYE WEST 

 “...producer and lyricist, who has won 21 Grammy Awards, and once 
named in TIME magazine’s ‘Top 100’ list of most influential people.  
West’s love of art started in college when he majored in fine art at 
the American Academy of Art in Chicago.”  



TAKASHI + KANYE 

 “The hip-hop and contemporary art relationship between Kanye 
West and Takashi Murakami includes personal event invitations, 
promotional posters, and cover art for the album ‘Graduation.’”  



MARINA ABRAMOVIC 

 Marina Abramovic was 
born in 1946, in 
Yugoslavia, becoming 
one of the world’s most 
well known and respected 
performance artists.  
Crowned the “godmother 
of performance,” 
Abramovic’s style is 
considered unique – 
using her body as the 
main focus in her works, 
along with video or 
photography.  



ARTWORKS 

(from left to right) 1. Rest Energy, 1980; 2. The Artist is Present, Gallery promo 2010 



MARINA ABRAMOVIC 

http://youtu.be/OS0Tg0IjCp4 



RESEARCH 

Electronic Arts Intermix 
http://www.eai.org/artistBio.htm?id=461  



JAY-Z 

 “Shawn Carter, also known by his stage name Jay-Z, lyricist and 
multi-millionaire entrepreneur.  Jay-Z’s affection for fine art can be 
seen in his lyrics dating back to 1996 when he first dropped a 
reference to Picasso.”  



MARINA + JAY-Z 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMG2oNqBy-Y 



QUESTION 
 What’s your favorite 
 contemporary art x hip-
hop collab?  
 - or -  
 name a fine art and hip 
hop collaboration that 
you would like to see in 
the future. 


