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STATE OF THE UNION

Trump calls for end of divisive politics 
 · BY JULIE PACE AND 

CATHERINE LUCEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON —  Facing 
a divided Congress for the 
first time, President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday called on 
Washington to reject “the 
politics of revenge, resistance 
and retribution.” He warned 
emboldened Democrats that 
“ridiculous partisan investiga-
tions” into his administration 
and businesses could hamper 

a surging American economy.
Trump’s appeals for bipar-

tisanship in his State of the 
Union address clashed with 
the rancorous atmosphere he 
has helped cultivate in the 
nation’s capital — as well as 
the desire of most Democrats 
to block his agenda during his 
next two years in office. Their 
opposition was on vivid dis-
play as Democratic congress-
women in the audience formed 

PRESIDENT URGES INCREASED BIPARTISANSHIP 
AND ASKS FOR FUNDING OF BORDER WALL
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DOUG MILLS, ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump gives his State of the Union  
address to a joint session of Congress on Tuesday.

Stepping out of the shadows

 · BY GILLIAN FRIEDMAN
DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY — 

F
rom behind the witness 
stand, Utah Rabbi Avro-
hom (“Avremi”) Zippel 
gazes out into the sea of 

faces and prepares to speak.
It’s a dreary Tuesday morning, and normally, 

public speaking doesn’t intimidate the 27-year-
old. Since he was a child — the precocious and 
prized eldest son of a prominent rabbi — he 
has revelled in the attention of a crowd.

But today, sitting in a courtroom in downtown 
Salt Lake City, the confidence that usually 
comes so easily evades him.

He fidgets nervously, his fingers playing with 
his long dark beard, adjusting his black suit 
and yarmulke, the traditional garb of observant 
Jewish men.

Time seems to slow to a stop, and all he can 
hear is the sound of his heart pounding in his 
ears. But then, one message rings clear in his 
head, as if from on high: You are doing the right 
thing.

He clears his throat, and in a voice barely 
above a whisper, begins to share a story that 
has haunted him for decades.

Speaking up
In a preliminary hearing Tuesday, Rabbi Zip-

pel testified that Alavina Florreich, 69, sexually 
abused him for roughly 10 years — from age 8 
to 18 — while she was employed as his nanny.

Florreich was arrested March 30, 2018, on 

A UTAH RABBI SAID HIS CHILDHOOD NANNY SEXUALLY ABUSED HIM FOR 10 YEARS — WHY HE DECIDED TO TELL HIS STORY

SPENSER HEAPS, DESERET NEWS

Rabbi Avremi Zippel at the Matheson Courthouse in Salt Lake City. Rabbi Zippel testified against Alavina Florreich on Tuesday.
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 · BY ANNIE KNOX
DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY — When he 
first called police to report that his 
childhood nanny sexually abused 
him over about a decade, Utah 
Rabbi Avrohom “Avremi” Zippel 
gave a fake name.

“I was terrified about this be-
coming a public matter,” he said 
Tuesday in a Salt Lake courtroom 
as he testified publicly for the first 
time. He called himself Brian up 

JUDGE ORDERS EX-NANNY TO 
STAND TRIAL IN SEX ABUSE CASE
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House looks 
at changes 
to Prop. 3 
replacement 
 · BY LISA RILEY ROCHE

DESERET NEWS

SALT LAKE CITY — The debate over 
whether to replace voter-approved 
Proposition 3 Medicaid expansion with 
a plan that at least ini-
tially costs more and 
covers fewer Utahns 
appears to be headed 
for changes in the 
House.

A day after the 
Senate gave final 
passage to SB96, 
House Speaker Brad 
Wilson, R-Kaysville, 
met with the bill’s 
House sponsor, Rep. 
Jim Dunnigan, R-Taylorsville, and the 
sponsor of an alternative proposal, Rep. 
Ray Ward, R-Bountiful.

There was new talk Tuesday that the 
bills could be combined in the House, 
possibly allowing the Medicaid expan-
sion passed by voters last November 
to take effect while waiting for federal 
approval for a more limited program.

“All options are on the table,” House 
Majority Whip Mike Schultz, R-Hooper, 
told the Deseret News. “We can argue 
different ways of how to get there, but 
most important is, let’s find the bridge.”

Neither Dunnigan nor Ward were 
willing to discuss the meeting.

“Some meetings are good. Some 
meetings are not good,” Dunnigan said, 
deferring other questions about any 
potential changes to SB96 in the House 
to the Republican leadership.

Ward said only that he did not expect 
a hearing on his bill, HB210.

Last week, House Majority Leader 
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 · BY MATTHEW BROWN
DESERET NEWS

WASHINGTON — Jennie 
Taylor’s emotions were mixed 
as she stood and applauded 
President Donald Trump’s 
announcement in his State of 
the Union address Tuesday 
that he is negotiating an end 
to nearly two decades of war 
in Afghanistan.

“My husband gave his life 
in Afghanistan and you never 
want to withdraw in a way 

that you are going to leave a 
vacuum and things fall apart 
and you question why we 
were there,” she said follow-
ing the speech. “But I liked 
how he said we were going 
to push for peace. Nobody 
prays for peace more than a 
soldier.”

Her husband, Maj. Brent 
Taylor, was helping train 
Afghan forces when he was 
killed Nov. 3 in an insider 

JENNIE TAYLOR APPLAUDS TRUMP’S ‘PUSH 
FOR PEACE’; UTAH DELEGATION REACTS
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