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New Partnership Brings Chicago its First Public Law School 
UIC, John Marshall law school’s new public law school ushers in new era for legal 
education in chicago 

 
Chicago, IL, April 4, 2019—The University of Illinois at Chicago and the John Marshall 
Law School announced earlier last year that they would be partnering to create the UIC 
John Marshall Law School, the first and only currently law school in the city of Chicago. 
The deal is the culmination of talks that have gone on since 2016. 
 
“It’s a tremendous asset for us and opens up a lot of interdisciplinary stuff,” said Dan 
Hrynko, a budget analyst for UIC, “Think patent lawyers working with engineers, 
contract lawyers with business students, and constitutional rights lawyers with 
journalists.” 
 
UIC’s acquisition of the John Marshall Law School will provide students wishing to a 
pursue a career in law with a more affordable path to getting their legal education, as 
well as open the door to a wealth of new opportunities for the expansion of some of 
UIC’s existing programs.  
 
“I think the John Marshall Law School is a good law school for those who don’t have the 
economic or social capital to go to prestigious law schools,” said Paul Mizner, a UIC 
senior and urban planning major “It provides a good education to help lower and middle 
class students get into the law profession.” 
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Both schools have received praise for providing world class education and opportunities 
to low-income students, as well as their heavy emphasis on research and public 
service. 
 
“It’s good that Chicago will finally get a public school with a law school, because right 
now the only games in town in terms of top tier law schools are Depaul, Loyola, and 
UChicago,” said Khalil Khan, a UIC sophomore and Public Policy major. 
 
Integration of the John Marshall into UIC is already underway, with the new school 
opening its doors as early as fall 2019. The full integration of the school is projected to 
be completed within the next five years, and the transaction will not require any new 
funding from the state of Illinois. 
 
For more information, contact Sherri McGinnis Gonzales at smcginn@uic.edu or visit 
https://today.uic.edu/uic-john-marshall-law-school-join-forces-to-create-chicagos-only-p
ublic-law-school 
 

### 
 
 

About the University of Illinois at Chicago 
The University of Illinois at Chicago is a major research university located in the heart of 
one of the world’s greatest cities. As Chicago’s only public research university, UIC is 
an integral part of the educational, technological and cultural fabric of Chicago. UIC is 
recognized as one of the most ethnically rich and culturally diverse universities in 
America. The university has 15 academic colleges where students are able to study 
fields ranging from the health sciences, business, engineering and education, to liberal 
arts and sciences, urban planning, and architecture, design and the arts. 
 
About the John Marshall Law School 
The John Marshall Law School, founded in 1899, is an independent law school located 
in the heart of Chicago’s legal, financial and commercial districts. The 2019 U.S. News 
& World Report’s America’s Best Graduate Schools ranks John Marshall’s Lawyering 
Skills Program 6th, its Trial Advocacy Program 20th, and its Intellectual Property Law 
Program 15th in the nation. Since its inception, John Marshall has been a pioneer in 
legal education and has been guided by a tradition of diversity, innovation, access and 
opportunity. 
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