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THE NORTHMAN
Anya Taylor-Joy’s sorceress whips up a 

psychedelic fungi broth for her enemies 

in Robert Eggers’ historical epic. Given 

the feverishly violent events that ensue, 

the filmmaker may have inadvertently 

made the world’s first Viking 

anti-drugs advert. 

SONIC THE 
HEDGEHOG 2

Jim Carrey’s Dr Robotnik has found 

himself banished to a mushroom planet.

The mad scientist’s fungal new home is an 

Easter Egg for avid Sega fans, who will 

recognise the looming toadstools from

the video-games’ Mushroom Hill Zone. 

THE WORST PERSON 
IN THE WORLD

A few ’shrooms turn Julie’s (Renate 

Reinsve) anxiety into a one-woman 

show, which includes breastfeeding and 

a cartoon cat’s runaway ‘starfish’. It’s 

a lurid, hyper-intense sequence — maybe

she should have stuck to shiitake.

[ T R E N D  R E P O R T ]
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MUSHROOMS
Spore-bearing soil-
dwellers are having  

a Hollywood moment. 
Shrooming marvellous
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IN THE GIDDY whirlwind of the BAFTAs red 
carpet on the day his role as the new Doctor was 
revealed, Ncuti Gatwa made an instant impact. 
Brimming with energy and oozing enthusiasm, 
Gatwa even wore a cut-out, sci-fi-infused power 
suit for the occasion. It all felt like a statement of 
intent. It’s difficult to imagine, say, Peter Capaldi 
going shirtless, and excitedly Instagramming 
about it all afterwards. 

Gatwa is a Doctor for the streaming age. So it’s 
fitting that he achieved instant fame for his role 

Why Ncuti
Gatwa will be 
the perfect
Doctor
Boyd Hilton on why 
the Sex Education 
star and returning 
showrunner Russell 
T Davies are a perfect 
duo for Doctor Who 

as brilliantly uncompromising high-schooler Eric 
in Netflix teen-comedy sensation Sex Education. 
Anyone who’s seen him in its three series so far 
will know he’s one of the show’s true shining lights. 
Gatwa imbues Eric with a funny, captivating 
gutsiness. He takes no shit from anyone.

Of course, the Rwandan-Scottish 
star is also the first person of colour  
to be cast as the main Doctor, although 
many of us hope to see more of the 
great Jo Martin’s Black female 
‘Fugitive Doctor’, having lit up key 
episodes in the Jodie Whittaker/Chris 
Chibnall era. But as historic a move as 
Gatwa’s casting is, returning Doctor 
Who showrunner Russell T Davies 

explained on that ‘New Who’ reveal 
day, 8 May, that Gatwa was actually 

the last person to audition.  
“I thought someone else was  

a guaranteed hit and then 
in [Ncuti] came,”  
Davies said. “He simply 
stole it because he  
was so brilliant.”  
       And while neither 

Gatwa himself nor 
Davies will say 
anything specific 
about their new 

Doctor until Jodie 
Whittaker’s final episode 

has aired this October, we  
do know Davies is going  

back to run his favourite show  
at the peak of his career, post-It’s  

A Sin, and that his plans for the new  
Who are “huge”.

      There is one lucky Whovian who’s 
actually seen something of Gatwa’s 
interpretation of the Doctor: former showrunner 
Steven Moffat. “Russell showed me the audition 
tape,” he revealed recently. “[Gatwa] is 
magnificent: all at once a brand-new hero and 
the same wonderful, mad old Doctor we’ve 
always known.” Sounds perfect. 
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“The struggles are where you really

learn something about yourself”

AFTER HER BREAKOUT role 
as Jessica Huang in Fresh Off 
The Boat, Constance Wu  
found Hollywood success via 
mega-hit romcom Crazy Rich 
Asians, then starred alongside 
Jennifer Lopez in Lorene 
Scafaria’s acclaimed crime 
drama Hustlers. Whether 
playing an economics professor 
in the former or a stripper in 
the latter, Wu isn’t afraid of  
a challenge, as her latest role 
confirms. Back on TV for new 
series The Terminal List,  
she’s playing a war reporter 
who teams up with a Navy 
SEAL (played by Chris Pratt)  
to uncover the murky 
circumstances behind his 
team’s ambush. It’s yet another 
bold about-turn for Wu — but 
the actor says she wouldn’t 
have it any other way. 

How was it venturing into 
the action/thriller genre?
My goal with any role I choose 
is always that it’s something 
different from the last role.  
I mean, my last role was [in] 
Hustlers, playing a stripper and 
scammer! I hadn’t really done 
the action genre before and it 
was fun to try something new. 
A lot of it is similar in that 
you’re trying to focus on 
character and humanity, but 
the way things are shot and the 
set-up of action pieces, that’s 
different. My character doesn’t 
have as much action as Chris’ 
character — he has some really 
insane, amazing stunts.

What was it like working 
with him?
Chris and I both had babies 
around the same time. It was 
fun to swap parenting stories 
— I mean, obviously, Chris is 
not pumping breast milk 
[laughs], but you know, he 
really cared about my needs as 
a parent. The crew also really 
had a lot of understanding and 
compassion [for me] coming 

back to work for the first time 
[since] giving birth.”

What did you love most 
about Hustlers?
I loved the story. The story 
approached strippers, not in 
terms of their bodies, but in 
terms of their lives, stories, 

Top: Newly 

minted action 

hero Constance 

Wu. Above: As 

war journalist 

Katie Buranek in 

The Terminal List.

needs, desires, dreams and the 
stakes. And I think that’s the 
way I want people to view 
women in general, just as 
people with lives and stories, 
not just as bodies. 

Its portrayal of strong 
women was so powerful...
I mean, so often I get scripts to 
play the wife or the girlfriend —  
it’s your profession to help the 
male protagonist and it’s like, 
“Hmmm, that’s interesting” 
[sarcastically]. But so often 
women receive judgement about 
their professions — stay-at-home 
moms receive judgement, 
women who are working a lot 
receive judgement — instead of 
just understanding that these 

[ T H E  Q  &  A ]  As CONSTANCE WU tackles high-octane action for the first time,  
the actor explains why she’ll never play the same role twice

are humans trying to move 
along in life the way anybody  
is, and they’re not perfect. 

Are you still in touch with 
any of the cast and crew?
I just saw Lorene [Scafaria]  
last week, and I text with J.Lo  
a lot, Lili [Reinhart] and Keke 
[Palmer]. I keep in touch with  
a lot of people from that project. 
J.Lo was really happy for me 
when I had a baby, which was 
really sweet.

How do you feel now, 
thinking about what Crazy 
Rich Asians achieved? 
It was a milestone for Asian- 
American representation in 
Hollywood. I think it opened 
doors and became a springboard 
for us to see a lot of other great 
Asian-American stories. I think 
knowing more about different 
communities and different 
types of people is a win for 
everybody. It does nothing  
but expand your personal 
humanity and compassion. 

Looking back on your career 
so far, what do remember  
the most?
I’ve come to love that actually 
the harder parts of my journey 
were ultimately the best parts. 
The struggles, those are the 
best parts more than the wins. 
The struggles are where you  
get to learn something about 
yourself and apply it and learn 
something about other people. 

What else is coming up?
I’m doing an adaptation of 
another book, a children’s book 
called Lyle Lyle Crocodile, that 
comes out in the fall. Again, 
this is very different from The 
Terminal List. I always want to 
do something different than 
what I did before. It’s fun to try 
new things. ELIZABETH AUBREY 

 THE TERMINAL LIST IS ON PRIME VIDEO  
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