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Temuera 
Morrison as 
Boba Fett. No, 
it is, really.

ACTOR EXCLUSIVE

Rain 
On Me
Temuera Morrison talks 
Occupation: Rainfall
and Boba Fett

IT’S AMAZING TO
think that in 2017, things 
were looking fairly bleak 

for actor Temuera Morrison, 
career-wise.

“No one was ringing, if you 
know what I mean,” the actor 
behind Boba Fett tells Red Alert 
from his base in New Zealand. 
“Things were pretty humbling.”

Thankfully, the 60-year-old’s 
fortunes have changed 
considerably since then. First 
there was Aquaman, where 
Morrison starred as Arthur 
Curry’s father, and then came a 
somewhat unexpected call from 
Lucasfi lm. But more on that later.

Also during that time was 
Occupation. In 2018, newbie 
director Luke Sparke cast 
Morrison in his low-budget 
Australian-set SF actioner, a movie 
that, while hardly setting the box 
offi ce alight, did well enough on 
streaming to spawn a follow-up. 
Occupation: Rainfall is more of the 
same, as the human race fi ghts 

back against its alien invaders. For 
Morrison, fi lming both movies in 
Australia provided an excuse to 
fl ee the cold New Zealand 
weather and enjoy the rays of 
Queensland’s Gold Coast.

“I did the fi rst one as I needed 
to get camera-fi t for Aquaman,” he 
says, “It was good to do something 
to get kind of tuned-up a little bit. 
And the Gold Coast is just a 
wonderful climate. You really 
notice the difference – everyone 
walks around in beach shorts and 
jandals [fl ip-fl ops].”

While some sequels benefi t 
from a more bountiful budget, 
Morrison says Occupation: 
Rainfall was still made with 
limited resources. “I know 
they were kind of 
stretched,” he says, “and 
things got a little bit under 
the skin, I guess, but 
they have the 
tenacity to get 
their project 
done.

I mean, they’ve got to get the shots 
at the end of the day.”

Though the climax of 
Occupation: Rainfall certainly 
points the way to a third movie, 
Morrison is unsure as to whether 
it’ll actually happen: “There’s 
been no talk whatsoever,” he says. 
“I think they’ll let the dust settle a 
little bit.”

One project of Morrison’s that 
we know is in the offi ng is The 
Book Of Boba Fett. It’s been over 
20 years since Morrison fi rst 
fi lmed as Jango Fett in Attack
Of The Clones and, though he’s 

voiced Jango’s clone son 
Boba in various 
videogames, he never 

imagined he’d one day 
star as the taciturn bounty 
hunter in a live-action Star 

Wars TV series.
“I made sure I was 
early,” he laughs, 

remembering 
that fi rst 
meeting in 

Santa Monica to meet the makers 
of The Mandalorian. “When I got 
there, they put me in a room 
waiting for Jon Favreau to turn 
up, and I could see some of the 
concept drawings and they looked 
similar to my appearance. So I got 
quite excited about that.”

The original pitch was for 
Morrison simply to guest as Boba 
Fett in The Mandalorian, but with 
the possibility of spinning off the 
character into his own show.

“I think it was in the outline in 
the initial meeting that we’ll just 
see how we go,” he reveals. “I 
mean, Jon being involved with 
Iron Man, he’s seen something 
expand, so I guess we can go off on 
different tangents. But he didn’t tie 
anything down. I guess we had to 
sort of see if we liked each other’s 
aftershave.”

Though Morrison won’t verify 
rumours that the working title for 
the series was Buccaneer (“I can’t 
get into that – my lips are sealed, 
my friend!” he laughs”), he does 

walks around in beach shorts and 
jandals [fl ip-fl ops].”
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Apart from Aquaman, Morrison has also appeared in one other DC Comics movie, 2011’s critically lambasted Green Lantern.

“Hey dude, 
come in. Take 
a load off. 
Have a beer.”

The cast get 
distracted 
by Richard 
Osman.

 Some of the 
concept drawings 
looked similar to 
my appearance, 
so I got excited 

confi rm that the show has 
wrapped fi lming.

“It was quite diffi cult because of 
Covid,” he says. “You walk on set 
and you hear, ‘Shields down! 
Shields down!’ So we have to
air those studios out every 20 
minutes. It’s called a purge, so you 
know you’ve got a toilet break 
then. There’s a lot to shoot in one 
day, but with health and safety and 
the requirements it fi lters out a lot 
of the bullshit, put it that way.”

It’s a shame, we suggest, that 
the original Boba Fett, Jeremy 
Bulloch, didn’t live long enough to 
cameo in the new series. Morrison 
had met Bulloch on a number of 
occasions, often greeting him with 
a cry of “Who’s your daddy?”

“We did many conventions 
together,” he smiles, “me and 
Jeremy and Daniel [Logan, who 
played the young Boba in Attack 
Of The Clones], the three of us 
together. So I knew him and his 

wife Margaret. God bless his soul 
for what he gave us.”

Morrison is, at the moment, 
reading Peter Barkworth’s book 
About Acting (“I’d recommend
it to all you up and coming 
thespians!”) and is about to shoot 
Aquaman 2. There’s also some 
work in New Zealand and 
Australia he’s keen to do. A good 
mix of projects is what he prefers.

“I admire people like Sir Ian 
McKellen,” he says. “You know, 
you can be on Coronation Street
one week and then an epic the 
next. I always look up to those 
actors, especially from the UK.”

So, does Temuera Morrison 
harbour any ambitions to prop up 
the bar in the Rover’s Return? “Of 
course! We love Coronation Street
here!” he laughs, before pausing. 
“Hmm, what’s the pay like?” SO

Occupation: Rainfall is in cinemas 
and on digital from 9 July.
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