
FACE TO FACE WITH THE 
BIGGEST STARS

EncountersClose

76 |  SFX MAGAZINE  |  MAY 2022

BIODATA

From
Mullingar, 
Ireland

Greatest Hits
Wild child Dinah 
in The Virtues; 
Atheist soldier 
Sue in Raised by 
Wolves; film 
classifier Enid in 
Censor.

Random Fact
Algar is a keen 
boxer. She took 
up the sport as a 
teenager, after 
being attacked 
in a park by a 
bunch of 
schoolgirls.

NIAMH ALGAR
The star of Raised By Wolves talks mullets, dead rats and not barfing

Words by Steve O’Brien /// Photography by Joseph Seresin

N
iamh Algar, 29, has come a long way since 
her first screen role in the 2011 TV show 
Reabhloid. In the years since, the actor has 
appeared in movies such as Calm With 
Horses and The Last Right and telly shows 
such as The Bisexual and Pure. Recently, 
she’s wowed us with headline turns in 

Shane Meadows’s The Virtues and Prano Bailey-
Bond’s critically lovebombed horror Censor, where 
she starred as Enid Baines, a film censor haunted 
by memories of her sister’s disappearance.

She can also be seen in last year’s Guy Ritchie heist 
thriller Wrath Of Man and as undercover police 
officer Lizzie James in Channel 4’s true-life drama 
Deceit. She’s currently starring in season two of 
Aaron Guzikowski’s Raised By Wolves and can next 
be seen in Netflix’s The Wonder, alongside Florence 
Pugh, Toby Jones and Ciaran Hinds.

This is the first time you’ve returned to a character 
in a series. How was it going back?

 It was a lot of the same crew on season two, so I was 
going back to something that felt very familiar. It’s almost 
like returning to school after the summer break. As regards 
how season two is set up, it’s a completely different look to 
the show, the characters have moved on, so it didn’t feel 
like we were telling the same story, it felt like a brand 
new chapter.

Your character, Sue, rocks a mullet. Did you balk a bit 
when the scissors came out again?

 When I did season one, I’d just finished Shane 
Meadows’s The Virtues, and he’d given me this undercut on 
one side. So I was on this Zoom call with Ridley [Scott] and 
I asked if I was allowed to grow my hair out and he said, 
“Yeah, don’t you worry!” Then when I got out there I went 
into the make-up trailer and saw all these mood boards of 
mullets, and I went, “Oh, that’s cool – that’s what the guys 
are wearing, yeah?” And they went, “Noooo! That’s Sue!” 
And I went, “What?!” But I’ve kind of embraced it – I mean, 
this show is a world of its own. But it was really cool, I was 
getting people tagging me on Instagram and Twitter of 
them getting the full mullet.

It must have been brilliant working with Ridley Scott 
on those first few episodes of season one.

 I was such a fan. Alien is one of my favourite movies of 

all time. And Thelma And Louise. I don’t think we’ll ever 
have another Ridley Scott, not in my lifetime. When you 
have that in your mind, you can’t help but be in awe 
whenever you realise you’re working with him.

What was your first day on set like?
 I was covered in all this gooey gel, and it was like 100 

degrees Fahrenheit, so I was so sweaty and hot, and I was 
doing this scene where I was eating this dead rat. In reality, 
it was a boiled rabbit and I had to eat it and say the dialogue 
at the same time. But the moment I put it in my mouth it 
had the most, erm, interesting texture and taste that I’ve 
ever experienced in my life, and I could not for the life of 
me swallow it. This is the very first take on my very first day 
and I’ve got to prove myself, so I’m trying to say the lines 
and not barf at the same time. Then I decided, mid-take: 
you know what, I’m going to spit it out and then deliver the 
line. So I got through the scene, Ridley called “cut” and he 
was like, “I love it!” He loves spontaneity.

Censor was one of the big cult hits of last year... 
 I fought so hard to play that role. I was filming season 

one of Raised By Wolves at the time and I had a break from 
the schedule so I flew back, met with [director] Prano and 
auditioned. Of course I had this intense mullet, but she was 
like, “Whatever! You’re gonna be wearing a wig anyway.”

How did you find filming the last act of that? It was 
pretty intense.

 I think it was always in the back of my mind how all the 
stuff in the final act was going to look, because in my head 
I just had to look at it as an actor whose character has hit 
the brink of a nervous breakdown, when reality to her 
doesn’t make sense. When you have to do something like 
that, and you haven’t really seen it done before, I felt like I 
had a creative licence to do something that was mine and 
original, because I didn’t have anything to compare it to.

You’ve ricocheted around various genres, from sci-fi to 
horror to social realism to historical. Is there one genre 
or type of film you haven’t done yet, but would love to?

 You know, one of my favourite films is GI Jane, and I’ve 
said this to Ridley, that if they were ever doing a remake I’d 
love to do that character – she’s so badass! 

Raised By Wolves season two is available on Sky Atlantic 
and NOW, with new episodes every Wednesday.
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 You can’t help 
but be in awe 
whenever you 
realise you’re 
working with 
Ridley Scott 
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