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M att Bianco have 
been dishing out 
Latin-inflected pop 
since 1983 when 

they formed around vocalists 
Mark Reilly and Basia 
Trzetrzelewska, keyboardist 
Danny White and bassist Kito 
Poncioni. After White and 
Trzetrzelewska departed in 
1985, Reilly brought in keyboard 
player Mark Fisher and Matt 
Bianco remained a duo until 
2003. The original trio reformed 
shortly after, releasing the LP 
Matt’s Mood. After White and 
Trzetrzelewska’s second 
departure, Reilly decided to 
carry on the Matt Bianco name 
on his own. He’s just released  
his second collaboration with 
Amsterdam-based jazzstars 
New Cool Collective, the 
deliriously upbeat High Anxiety.

How did this album come 
about? Had you always 
intended to work with 
New Cool Collective again 
after 2016’s The Things  
You Love?
I always felt we’d only just got to 
know each other and thought 
there was another album there 
– we enjoyed each other’s 
company and playing live. We’d 
planned to get together at the 
end of 2018 and had the basic 
concept of this Latin cumbia 
influence and so we went from 
there, going off on different 
tangents as the songs took 
shape. We then met up in 
Amsterdam, did a couple of 
rehearsals, then they went and 
recorded them. I couldn’t make it, 
so they sent me the backing 
tracks over WeTransfer. Then the 
lockdown happened and we 
were just sending stuff back and 
forth over the internet.

How does this album  
differ to your last 
collaboration?
With this one, apart from one 
tune, they came up with the 
ideas after we spoke about 
songs. That’s the beauty of a 
collaboration, you end up  
with something you probably 
wouldn’t have thought of 
yourself. And likewise with New 
Cool Collective. After making 
music for this long, you need to 
have those kinds of influences 
coming in to make it fresh.

How did the collaboration 
work? How much Matt 
Bianco did you allow 
yourself to bring into  
the new material?
As soon as I got the songs I was 

doing melodies, rearranging 
things and writing lyrics. I’m 
singing them obviously so that’s 
always going to bring some Matt 
Bianco to it. New Cool Collective 
and I aren’t a million miles away 
in terms of what we like so it’s 
very harmonious.

Do you curate your music 
listening quite carefully 
when you’re working on  
a new album?
Not really. I start off with the 
music and get pictures in my 
head, and that kind of brings 
ideas. I draw on my musical 
influences really, I can’t help  
that, but it’s definitely not as 
contrived as saying, ‘Let’s now 
go and listen to a load of music 
by a certain artist.’

Mark Fisher sadly died in 
2016, yet you worked with 
him in Matt Bianco for 
nearly two decades. When 
you record as Matt Bianco 
now, do you ever try to 
imagine what he’d bring 
to a particular song?
Not really, because I don’t  
want to go back over old 
ground. I want to move on, I hate 
to stay in one place or recreate 
what I’ve already done. It might 
not sound that way, but in my 
head I like to move forward and 
to see what other people that I’m 
working with, what they have  
to contribute.

Do you ever think  
about reforming the 
original band?
I’m still in contact with Danny 
and Basia. I know it’s coming up 
to our 40th anniversary, so who 
knows? I wouldn’t rule it out. 
When we last got back together 
we toured North America and 
Japan and also played a show 
in London. We made an album 
and it went really well. Any 
problems that were there were 
ironed out and it’s quite 
harmonious now. We were all a 
bit more adult by then.

Now you’ve finished this 
album, is there another 
pure Matt Bianco LP in  
the offing?
I’ve been re-recording and 
reworking my favourite songs in 
lockdown. I’ve got about 30 
tracks so far – I don’t know what 
I’m going to do with it, but it’s 
keeping me busy. 

O Matt Bianco and New 
Cool Collective’s High 
Anxiety is out now on Dox 
Records/Membran. Read 
our review on page 85.
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