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The travel moratorium 
Broward College implemented 
in spring 2020 due to COVID-19 
has deferred many programs 
throughout the institution. In 
regards to the Study Abroad 
Program, all faculty-led programs 
and some programs sponsored 
through College Consortium for 
International Studies (CCIS) have 
been suspended. 

The college offers two study 
abroad pathways: faculty-led 
programs and CCIS programs. 
Faculty-led programs are 
experiential learning opportunities 
connected to courses a student is 
taking. They are short-term, one to 
three weeks, trips that differ every 
year due to professors’ proposals. 
CCIS programs are long-term 
learning experiences that last 
between a month to a semester-
long. Students are able to choose 
from 25 countries and multiple 
programs aligned by one’s major 
or interests.

Each program has its own 
individual requirements. 
However, faculty-led programs’ 
two baseline requirements are for 
students to have a 2.5 cumulative 
GPA and be at least 18-years-old. 

Due to the sudden travel ban, 
one of the last trips help by the 
college was the Spring Break 
2020 trip to Belize. 

“We were really happy that 
we got to see the people just 
before COVID. But it was really 
unfortunate that we returned to 
it because we left when nothing 
existed, we returned when 
everything was just getting really 
bad,” 21-year-old Malkia Higgins 
said. “It was just night and day; we 
left the world when it was normal 
and returned when it was crazy.”

Higgins and recent Broward 
College graduate Sofia Hoyas 
were two of the groups of students 
on the trip to Belize. 

“I’ve always wanted to do 
Study Abroad. I am Jamaican and 
I felt like I needed to see more 
of the world; I’ve seen a lot of 
the parts of the US and I’ve seen 
Jamaica but I really wanted to see 
other parts,” Higgins said. “I was 
really happy to have seen Belize. 
I saw the opportunities and there 
are plenty of other places that 
(Broward College offered) but the 
Belizean trip really fit into all my 
needs.”

The international Belize trip, as 
well as all the others offered, was 
both intellectually and culturally 
educational. For instance, 
the students involved studied 
Belizian history while interacting 
with natives and respectfully 
participating in their culture.

“I don’t think in my entire life 
heading forward will I ever have 
an experience so rewarding. I met 
the most beautiful souls, I saw the 
most beautiful sights, I had the 

most delicious food, I learned so 
much from people and saw the 
friendliest faces, the brightest 
smiles,” Higgins said. “It sounds 
like a dream, a beautiful dream.”

The two-week trip had a 
packed schedule ranging from 
snorkeling and making chocolate 
through an ancient Mayan 
technique to visiting Lubaantun 
and volunteering at schools in the 
remote village Barranco.

In such a short amount of time, 
the trip was able to help students 
expand their mindsets and develop 
their knowledge.

“I thought (the trip) was life-
changing. It’s one of those things 
people have to do once in their 
life, they have to look to the other 
side. I feel like we spend a lot 
of time complaining; we aren’t 
appreciative of how privileged 
we are and everything we have,” 
Hoyas said. “So going to Belize 
kind of showed me a little bit of 
the other side, even though I have 

experienced it myself in Columbia 
(where I was born), but it also 
showed me how a community can 
live peacefully and respectfully.”

The Belize trip left a deep 
impression on the students that 
were able to participate in the 
program.

Faculty and program 
coordinators hope for 
improvements in the world’s 
current circumstances in order 
for more students to be able to 
experience this opportunity. 

The travel moratorium led to 
discussions about implementing 
an online Study Abroad Program.

“It has to be well structured,” 
Higgins said about a possible 
remote Study Abroad Program. 
“(Faulty) will have to have a great 
interactive interface for (students) 
to feel like they’re interacting with 
the guests, not just having it over 
Zoom. (There should be) a video 
where the guest is, where the locals 
are talking, seeing the Belizeans 

and the Belizean money, seeing 
how different the soil is, seeing 
how still the water is, seeing how 
the natives speak and hearing their 
different dialects; learning about 
their culture.”

“Now, of course if it’s just a 
couple of videos and so it may 
be okay for some people but for 
the person who yearns physical 
contact and has to struggle with 
online learning for study abroad, 
they’d have to create a really 
immersive interactive interface,” 
Higgins said. 

Faculty and staff share the same 
beliefs as Higgins. 

“We do understand that 
for a lot of students the main 
experience would be actually 
traveling abroad and getting 
the experiential learning part 
of the program because in the 
faculty-led programs they are 
taking a class,” Study Abroad 
and Global Engagement Program 
Coordinator Violeta Rivera said. 
“What is interesting about the 
programs is that on top of that 
class that you could take any other 
given semester, you are going 
to a different place to see how 
the content of the knowledge of 
the class that you’re taking, it’s 
applied in the real world.”

For more information and 
updates on the Study Abroad 
Programs please visit broward.
edu/studyabroad.

International internships being held virtually

International internships 
have been suspended due 
to the halt in travel-relat-
ed activities set by the col-
lege provost with the advice 
of the legal counsel team. 
However, students have the 
option to apply to remote in-
ternships offered by CRCC 
Asia and its sister company 
Virtual Internships. 

For the past two years, the 
company has hosted one, 
two, or three-month-long 

virtual internships. There are 
two focus tracks available 
for participants: Internation-
al and Career Field. 

Through the International 
Focus Track, students are 
able to intern with compa-
nies based in China, India, 
Japan, South Korea, United 
Kingdom and Vietnam. This 
option allows students to fo-
cus on “building networks 
and experience in a specific 
country.” 

The Career Focus Track 
leads students to select one 
of the 18 available career 

fields: Business, Engineer-
ing, Finance, Healthcare, 
Hospitality, Marketing, Me-
dia & Communications, etc. 
This track provides partici-
pants to focus on their career 
goals while gaining global 
experiences. 

“We do recommend to our 
students that they do it by 
career field because it’s a lit-
tle bit more specific; howev-
er, it is up to them to choose 
which one they want to do. 
If they just want to do it spe-

cifically by the country, they 
can also do that,” Violeta Ri-
vera, the Study Abroad and 
Global Engagement Pro-
gram Coordinator, said.

The virtual internship in-
cludes project-based work, 
Intern Global Community, 
a 360° professional devel-
opment support, access to 
language courses and CRCC 
Asia’s custom-developed in-
ternship curriculum Career-
Bridge. 

For more information, stu-

dents should visit broward.
edu/studyabroad or con-
tact the program directly at 
abroad@broward.edu. 
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