BA Traveling Football program works to raise young Cardinals
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FARIBAULT — As their first day of
preseason traimng camp came to an end
Monday night, approximately 45 youth
football players received some familiar
umiforms.

Thewr jerseys were red and their hel-
met was decorated with a cardinal, giv-
mg the umforms a close resemblance
to those of the Bethlehem Academy
varsity football team That’s no coin-
cidence, according to Cardinal varsity
football coach Scott Hanson, who hopes
the youngsters will take a liking to thew
outfits long enough to wear one for him
someday.

“The goal is for these kids to have a
great youth experience, learn to love the
game of football, have passion for the
game of football and then have that car-
1y over into lagh school,” said Hanson
who aside from his high school coach-
g dufies, 1s also in charge of the youth
proglam.

Entering its third year, the BA Youth
Traveling Football program has three
teams of tlord- through sixth-grad-
eIE P
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League.
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Sixth-gradar Jacob Becker prepares for impact during a running drill Monday in the
firet day of Bethlsham Academy Youth Traveling Football training camp. The youth
program ig in itz third year. (Bobby HartMaily Mews)

experience for these kids when they're
young, it's going to help attract more
kids, keep Iads at Bethlehem Academy
and keep kads m our football program.™

The effects of the youth program

laying in the Southern Minnesota jump starting the program is already ap-
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lic Elementary kids at BA when they get
to be in sixth grade because football
15 a game of numbers,” Hanson said.
“The more kads you have the better 1t
15 for your program. At the high school
level we've just kond of battled lower
numbers of kads, and 1f we have a good

that master plan was unfolding on the
field i the back of BA Monday night
as kids made their way through different
dnll stations. The youngsters practice
with pads starting today, the second day
of the three-day camp.

“The big part is we want to get in-

volved with them so we can teach them
the proper way of tackling, the proper
skills and all that kand of stuff, so they
really emoy it and have fun” Glenzin-
ski said. “It's more important to us that
they're having fun than winmng nght
now. Because 1f the kids are having fiun,
they're going to stick with it and enjoy
it.”

They appeared to be enjoying it
Monday as volunteer coach Dave Van
Thomme handed the ball off to a group
of smiling youngsters i a running drill.
They finished off by lowenng a shoul-
der mto another coach with a pad at the
end of the line.

“They sure like to hit and they re not
even padded up yet,” said Van Thomme,
who 15 one of the pioneers of the youth
program. “It’s fun to watch the progres-
sion. You realize kids can do stuff that
you wouldn't tlunk they would, like
pulling guards, they can do it. They're
sharp and they watch, and that’s what I
like to see.”

The youth teams play thewr first game
in the eight-to-mne-game season Satu-
day, Sept. 6. They'll also get a chance
to play at half time of a Cardinal varsity
game this season, which could serve as
a preview of things to come in the future
of the BA varsity program.

“We want them fo be proud to be
Cardmals,” said Glenzinski. “The more
proud you can get them the more they 11
keep playing, and you'll get more and
more kids. And more mmportant than
anything they take pride in what they're
dotng.”

— Sports Editor Bobby Hart may be
reached at 333-3129.



