A familiar Shattuck alumnus fell short in his third shot at
the Stanley Cup playoffs last week. But don't fret...

BEE Tl -Sﬂ'”

f

=iy

Mew Tork Rangers goalie Henrlk Lundguist, right, of Sweden, makes a save on New Jarsey Dovils' Zach Parise during the firet period in
Game 3 of a firet-round NHL hockey playolf seres Sunday night, Apdl 13, 2008, at Madison Square Garden In MNew York. (4P}

Zach will be back

By Bobby Hart
Inhanri .:rﬂn'buh Com

FARTBATILT — After thres
seasons and just as many play-
off appearances in the WHL,
Zach Parse has tskem lug

5.

Farpreof, look no further than
the Shetuck-5t Mary’s alum-
mys’ smile There, 8 temporary
antificial dennure can be fonnd in
place of hiz front two top teeth,
which were knocked out by 2
Christian Backman cross check
in 2 Game Two pleyoff loss o
the Mew Yook Fangers.

Theszs battle scars are be-
coming more End maore com-
moa for the New Jerzey Devils’
forward, who is kpown for his
hopest, hard-mosed offepsive
czpabilities. Parize who lost his

froaot two bottom teeth last sea- |

som, even dropped his gloves for
fhee first time again:t Dan Bayle
of Tampa Bay in March.

Within moments of the
Bloomington native’s frst fight,
wiich is a bot itermn on the Web,
it was obviows from the sec-
oad his jersey was pulled over
his head that this kind of thing
wasn'T exacthy his fore.

“[ fhuink T set the record for
peffing jersey’d the qubckest
in the WHL,” s3id Parze, who
uwsually has no peed for tying
hiz jersey dowm “I don’t re-
mernber mnch of it. It was pret-
oy fim though. It was something
different and itf's mice o get te
first ome out of the way.™

Afier the Devils were alimii-
nated from the Eastern Confer-
ence (uamernals with a 3-3

Mew Jorsay Dovils' Zach Parioe, left, celebrates with Patrik Ellas
after Elias scored in the shootout to beat the Mew York Rangers
32 on Bunday, Apdl & 2008, (4P}

lozs fo the Wew York Bengers
Frday, Parse’s goest for the
Stanley Cup will have to wait.
But like his denture the road-
block i only temporsry. For
Parize, whe was 2 highly cow-
ated pro prospect simce he was
& teemazer at S50, it has always
poly besn 3 matter of time.

Growing up fast
Parize’s developmient o
a fop feT pro stared, D meny
WEYs, &5 a simdent-athlete at
S5
“It was a gresf place to go,"
zaid Parize now 23, “Tt was nice

becauze we had ouwr own nink
and we were able to skate when-
ever we wanted We had really
good cosches then, A: far as off
the ice you meet a lot of pood
friends and people you keep in
touch with now just becsuse
vou're together all the ttme. ™
Parise scored 73 goals amd
174 poinfs his semior year at
550, gamering him attention
from college and pro scouts
thronshont the nation He fook
the college hockey sceme by
storm at the University of Morth
Diakota, where he was mmong
the naton’s top scorers as a
freshrman with 26 goals and 61

points. A year later, Parise fin-
ished with 55 points a5 a soph-
omore while also leading the
Umited States to 3 gold medal
&3 the World hmdors” RVE

The Devils nabhed Farze 25
the 17l overall pick in the Srst
roumd of the 2003 WHL Draft
Just like incollege. it didn't take
long for him to make a vest im-
pact. After playing in the Amer-
ican Hockey Leagne dunng the
2004 lockowt, Parse scored 14
goals and 32 points in his roakie
segson. The followinmg  year
Parise led the Dewils with 31
goals (62 points) snd scored 10
podnts tn 11 playoff games.

Thiz past season has besw
Parise’s best yet He eclipsed
last year's total wath 32 goals
and 65 pomt and scored five
points in the five playoff games
agzinst the Bangers.

Parise said the highlight of
hiz caresr so far was his first
hat mick Mow. 30, 2007, az=inst
Mipnreal at home, bt the thnll
of playing m the WNHL playofis
is tongh to beat.

“It's so much differsnt them
the regular season,” Parise said.
“The aunosphers in the budld-
ings are that nwch better and
the games are that noch more
intense Every shift and every
play could make a difference
It's nerve racking ot it's awe-
some. It's unbelisvable to play
in the playoffs.”

The Dewils made &t clear
they want Parse to contibme
leading them their, sienimg him
oA 312.5 il e foar-year
deal this past huly.

See PARISE on B3
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Mew York Rangers’ Paul Mara, Ieft, checks New Jersey Devile'
Zach Parise during the first perlod of an MHL hockey playof
game on Wednesday, Aprll 3, 2008, In Mewark, ML.J. Mara was pe-
naltzed for hooking on the play. Partee scored 73 goale and 174
during his sendor year at Shattuck-St. Mary’s. where he

national atiention from scouts at both the college and profes-
gional level (AP)

Parise stll has to pinch hirmself
when he thinks ghout where
beockey has taken him,

“¥ou're getting paid to play
& game—it's wmrezl” Pamse
said. “Ti's surprizing that this is
Elready nyy third year It goes by
really quick. A lot of time: voo
don't really =it beck spd enjoy
it and realize where you are at.”

But Parize stll remembers
where he's from

A Shattuck *hero’

The roots of Parse’s fam-
ily ree dig deep o S50 His
brodher, Jordsn, who is a goalie
for the Devils’ AHL affiliate,
pleyed there. His father TR,
who played for the Mimesoia
Morthstars, is currenthy the Di-
rector of Prospect Evalnation
thers,

SSM prep coach Tom Ward,
who coached Parize for three
vears, sfill keeps tabs on his
former star

“He's a tenacious player—
be's zota lotof his dad in him ™
Ward s2id. “Hea plays the game
the way it shounld be plaved,
an bopest goal line to goal line
player. It's been a blast wasch-
ingz him and hopefully we can

watch him for mamy years
playing in the NHL.™

Dwew Stafford, a second-
vear plaver with the Buffslo
Sabres this past season, re-
members meeting Parise when
the two were sophomorss at
550 Stafford admitted to be-
ing immediately humbled by
his teanymete’s work edic.

“CTme of the reasons be's
one of wry favorste plavers is
his compettive spitt and bow
he bartles,” said Stafford, who
was zlso Parise’s teammarte at
UHD. “He's defimifely fedsty
and be’s fough to play agamst.
I respect that a bot.™

Smafford koows firse-hemd
Just by toueh of an opponent
Parise is. The Sabres and Dev-

ils meet four fimes per season.

“His skill level is one of the
best I've seen,” Stafford seid
“Some of the snuff that he can
dowith the pack—he can pretty
much put it wherever be wants
and that’s pretty cool to see”

550 has 3 sizable hst of
shmni in the WHL. Sidney
Croskry, Fyan Ddalome and
Ty Conklin are the opes sdll
alive in the playoffs with the
DBittstnozh  Penzuins. But mo
shmumis atiracts mofe Tespect
among the ourrent S50 play-
ers than Pariss.

“He's just “Zach' aroumd
here * Ward said “The kids
lowve him He's like the Pied
Piper. He's shsalhstely a hero to
the kids here on canmpus.”

Although Perise moved o
Prior Lake, he still drops m &t
55M from tme to time. And
Juist like when he was 8 shadent,
bie can e found carving ap ice
at the Shattuck Hockey Arena.

“He comes sround in the
summer and 5 alwey: willing
o help other kids,"” Ward =zid
“He's not aloof He jumps right
out there with the young kids
and the other puy: =nd plays
st like be did when be was
bere, with a smile oo bis fece™

Afier three mugzed seasons
in the WHL, Parise’s smile is
stll thera, even if all kis teeth
aren’t

— Sparis Editor Bobby Hari
may be reached ar 333-312¢8.
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