Hockey bridges family bonding

Wes Bolin, an instructor at the Hockey and Sons Camp, leads a group of fathers and sons at the Shattuck-5t Mary's lce Arena
Wedneaday. Baolin Is the head coach at Woodbury High School. (Bobby Hart'Dally Mewe)

Families from all over the nation come together at Shattuck-St. Mary’s camp

By Bobby Hart
bhari faribault com

FARTBAULT — Fathers, mathers,
sons and danghters fromm across the
couniry armved for Troy Ward's 10th
amrmal Hockey & Sons Skills Camp at
Shatiuck-5t Mary’s Wednesday look-
ing to sharpen more than just skates and
hockey skills. Family bondmg was the
hare of this fve-day gat-away.

“The nniqueness of this camp is the
fact that vou spend quality tme with
vour kids, ™ said Ward, the camp ditector
and owner.

Ward, who is the assistant general
manazer of the Minnesota Wild's Amer-
ican Hockey Leagus affiliate — the
Houston Aeros — made sure to emphs-
size the “gualiy” m “guality tme ™ To-
sather, parents and their kids it the ice
twice a day, eaf three meals 2 dav and
bunk together every might in the 55A
dorms.

“The thing that your kids take away
from thiz is the experience they had with
their dad or their parent — the fact that
they roomed fogether, maybe they went
for 3 walk and beld hands, mayvbe they
mot bugs every might” said Ward, who
has coached swmmer hockey camips at
S5M simee 10835

Eevin Rochford made the mip from
Wilmette, Ill., without ever playimg a
gamne of hockey in his life. Buat hockey
is his 8-year-old son Colin®s passion.

“I'm bere because I want to support
him and get a better understamding of the
sarne he loves so mwch, ™ Fevi said

But not without gefting a3 hard time
from his sen. Colin®s favorite part of the
camp is watching his dad take a spill.

“When he's on the ice, von better get
the smbulance before bhe falls,” Colin
joked.

The Fochford’s hesrd good things
about the camp through friends m Wil-
metie, and that’s basically how the camp
Zets its business. Through word of moath
and a glowing reputation, the camp has
blossommed over the last decads from
one camp of 38 people, o diree sold
ont camps of approximately 140 peopls
each. After the first camp ends Sunday,
the second one begins August 2, and the
final ona starts August 6.

Ward zaid there's a 65-to-70 percent
refuom rate at his camp.

Eurt Crverhardt and his 11-year-old
som, Alew, wers shaning their fourth
camp together, after making the mp
fromn Dienver, Col.

“Ewveryone that comes here comes
with a comunon puorpose,” szid Ower-
hardt, who works as an WHL agent. “You
come hera just to relax have a great dms
with your son, Laugh and you don't taks
things too serously. Yon leam a linle bit
and just get to be with zood people.”

The camp had it share of ligh profils
hockey names in attendance. Fevin Con-
stantine. cnrrent head coach of the Hous-
ton Aeros and former WHL coach of the
Pitsbnuzgh Pengnins, San Jose Sharks
and Mew Jersey Devils, is an instractor.
Tom Lynm, the assistant general manager
of the Minnesota Wild, iz attending the
camp with his son. The camp has also
had the lmry of having former Shat-
mick stars and current pro playvers such
a3 Zach Parise, Drew Stafford and Ben
and Pat Eaves brng their experience to
the camp owver the years. Biz name MNHL
players like Hall-of-Famer Joe Diullew
and Puslan Fedotenko, cumently with
the Mew York Islanders, have also besn
imvolved in the past.

But at the Hockey & Soms 5kills
Camp, it's not about the guality names,
players or talent that rmakes it special;

Kevin Rochford (right) and his son, Colin
{laft), share a moment Wednesday at the
Shattuck-5t. Mary's lce Arona during the
Hockey and Sons Camp. The Aochford's
Garmed from Wilmetha, 1. to atbend the cama
for the first me. (Bobby HartTally News)

it"s the quality tdme.

“That’s the brunt of why they're
bere ™ Ward zaid. “Tt's to enjoy the over-
all experience of being together a5 a par-
ent and child. I always have to bring that
to the focal point.™

— Sporis Edifor Bobby Harf may be
reached ar 333-3129.



