
 Childhood, as well as India, needs space for playgrounds 
  

Remember the rush of loping through the monkey bars on the playground back when 
you were little? Or the thrill of dangling your legs from way up high on the swings? Sadly, many 
children in India are shortchanged of this experience. On the bright side, a component of the 
Right to Education (RTE) act signifies a recognition of the basic playground’s importance in 
fostering children’s development. 

  
The Problem 
  
The Right to Play movement, as part of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, 

established the right for children to play in a healthy atmosphere to participate in a more 
“cultural and artistic life” and therefore presents a prerequisite of needing space for 
playgrounds. The movement began due to this right of play being jeopardized by urbanization 
and parental restrictions. The constituent countries (e.g. India) have agreed to enact policy 
change to foster the Right to Play, but important to delivering on this right is making investments 
in urban planning that will allocate places for children to improve their wellbeing…AKA more 
playground space. 

However, a recent District Information System for Education (DISE) report has revealed 
that approximately 49.2% of schools in Telangana lack a playground. A recent revision of 
the federal mandate Right to Education Act (RTE) states that schools should make 
arrangements in other nearby playgrounds in the case of inadequate space for one. 
Unfortunately, the revision has proven ineffectual in Telangana because Telangana has not 
implemented the act since its legislation in 2009. 

  
Why You Should Care 
  
Living in America, it’s easy to forget how vital playgrounds, sports courts, and other 

areas of recreation are, what with their ubiquity and the idea of technology companies redefining 
what fun means to children. Yet, the seemingly innocuous problem of a deficiency in 
playgrounds in Telangana is magnified when one considers the concomitant absence of 
extracurricular sports, that physical activity promotes growth, that the National Institute of 
Nutrition has actually decreed that lack of playgrounds is the second most important factor 
for child obesity, and playing together promotes equity between people of different castes, 
ages, genders, and ethnicities- divisions very marked in Indian culture. 

Further, because education is a key asset towards reducing inequality, poverty, and 
illiteracy and improving children's’ skillsets to pursue higher-degree training- which will ultimately 
boost India’s status as a nation – this issue should really be at the forefront of India’s reform 
policy. 

  
Mixed Opinions 
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About half of India’s 1.27 billion population is below 25 years of age…AKA there is a 
dire need to address any and all issues possibly stunting the development of children. 
Hopefully, authorities will conduct regular inspections for playgrounds to enforce the RTE and its 
revisions. 

Though some objections to playground expansion do persist. Some argue that we 
should forget not having the space for playgrounds, as there is also a responsibility for parents 
to encourage their children to play and discourage excessive TV and cell phone usage that 
parents themselves likely manifest. Additionally, there are other inherent issues with education 
that should be prioritized over supplements to education such as playgrounds. Similarly, while 
the RTE mandates that students attend school, it doesn’t address their quality of learning while 
actually in the classroom. More specifically, in state or governmental schools, there is teacher 
absenteeism, and in private schools that take tuition, the teacher’s main incentive of higher pay 
is evident in the quality of education the students receive. 

  
Looking to the Future 
  
Additionally, the issue of the playgrounds alludes to the necessity for India to adopt a 

more well-rounded approach to education reform and address its quantity, quality, and retention 
rates. The ‘quantity’, or accessibility, of education in India has certainly been rising, yet the 
quality of education must be improved to successfully promote the holistic development of the 
next generation. Thankfully, these goals are becoming closer and closer to being actualized with 
the help of the private sector and organizations from the States (started by individuals like you, 
Reader) that are fundraising to establish schools in varying states of India. 
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