
   

Desi Diplomats Definitely Don’t Deserve This 
 
Oh, the irony. How can the reality of multiple races serving on the US government 
possibly slip the mind of a 21st century diplomat? Well, you’re in for a rude 
awakening.  
 
Background 
A rookie American lawmaker mistakenly believed two seasoned Obama 
Administration officials of Indian ethnicity to be Indian parliamentary 
representatives at a Congressional hearing during the latter half of July. This 
oxymoronic instance stained his fledgling reputation, as well as gave a full-frontal 
perspective on the infectious plague of American ignorance and the epidemic of 
American tunnel vision. It occurred at a House of Foreign Affairs subcommittee 
hearing discussing newly inaugurated Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
US-India relations in preparation for upcoming foreign visits, including recently 
elected Secretary of State John Kerry’s transatlantic voyage to New Delhi.  
 
Problem 
Congressman Clay Clawson, an elected Republican of Florida, addressed Arun 
Kumar and Nisha Biswal while they were testifying before the panel as witnesses at 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and repeatedly and uninhibitedly referred to 
“your government” and “your country”. Clawson is a prior athlete who won a special 
election in June to replace Trey Radel, who resigned after being impeached in a drug 
scandal. He stated many phrases that insinuated Kumar and Biswal were 
representing India. Similarly, practically falling head over heels to boast his accrued 
trivia about the information technology and Bollywood enterprises that permeate 
India, he declared, “I’m familiar with your country; I love your country. “ To make 
matters worse, Clawson certainly flashed his sensitivity by enthusiastically 
decreeing, “Anything I can do to make the relationship with India better, I’m willing 
and enthusiastic about doing so.” Evidently, he painted Kumar and Biswal to be 
Indian bureaucrats, obviously deceived by their trademark skin pigmentations and 
uncommon surnames.  
 
At the conference, Clawson attempted to negotiate foreign policy with the 
misidentified officials by proponing that “their” governments unscrew the manacles 
on US capital investments in India to fund “their” economy by providing profitable 
work opportunities. “Just as your collateral is acquired here to furnish good-paying 
jobs in the US, I’d like a collateral to be acquired there,” he vocalized his ideas and 
said, “I ask cooperation and commitment and priority from your government in so 
doing. Can we have that?” He also managed, “I understand the complications of so 
many languages, and so many cultures, and so many histories all rolled up in one.” 
Clawson forged forward in his soliloquy; unaware of the detached gazes and 
uncomfortable milieu he precipitated. Although the chairman of the Asia and Pacific 
subcommittee introduced Kumar and Biswal as US officials, a witness list was 
granted to each member describing Kumar and Biswal’s positions, and it is a rarity 
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for foreign officials to testify before the US Congress under oath, Clawson still didn’t 
realize his error at the most opportune moment. 
 
Solution 
Luckily, Biswal understood his misinterpretation of her and her colleague and 
honorably enlightened him, “I consider your doubt is to an Indian government…we 
positively share your sentiment, and we certainly will disciple that on interest of the 
US.” She was unfazed because relatively recently, Biswal came head to head with 
another awkward moment when she was told by a veteran at a think tank session, 
“It is a bad idea for the US to send Indian-American diplomats here. They end up 
having to prove their loyalty to the US more than others, and it doesn’t help us.” On a 
bench that seats more than thirty senior ‘desi’ officials, Biswal is US Assistant 
Secretary of State for South and Central Asia and Kumar is a US Department of 
Commerce official. A fellow lawmaker and the full panel’s ranking Democrat, 
Congressman Eliot Engel, pinpointed Clawson’s mistake and strategically tried to 
camouflage it, appreciating Kumar and Biswal “for your service to our country.” 
Kumar and Biswal received delayed gratification, once Clawson finally publicly 
acknowledged his false notion by releasing a statement to the press and referencing 
his former basketball stardom, “I made a mistake in speaking before being wholly 
briefed and I apologize. I’m a quick study, but in this case I shot an air ball.”  
 
This paradoxical event brings to light the controversy of whether sending 
ambassadors to their native nation is a boon for the countries that send them, since 
Kumar has visited India and countries like Australia, the United Kingdom, and 
Portugal have also sent Indian officials to New Delhi. In response, Ambassador K.C. 
Singh opined, “It doesn’t really give them an edge as we expect more empathy from 
them than we do from other ethnicities.” If anything, it is probably a disadvantage 
for the other countries because the officials wouldn’t be fully emotionally equipped 
to do their job in India, where everything hits way too close to home. Also, the nosy, 
prying media expectedly got wind of this spectacle through hearsay and gossip and 
were straddling the edited videotape of the governmental meeting. They were 
vultures on prey, printing out juicy, evocative headlines through the use of yellow 
journalism and grinding the incident to a pulp and proving that many Americans 
still need to alter the social and political norms they were accustomed to.  
 
Conclusion 
Unfortunately, many people have yet to come to terms with the fact that America is 
a colorful conglomeration of so many different cultures, religions, and races. Various 
nationalities on a single bench could sadly be becoming a taboo in America. This 
seemingly innocent error stresses the bigotry and prejudice that apparently 
continues to infiltrate American society, no matter how progressive this millennium 
is shaped up to be. It shouldn’t come as a shock that a lapse in judgment of this 
magnitude would attract much speculation and magnetize mortification to the 
person in question. Many Americans are sadly rewinding to the past and pressing 
pause, blissfully ignoring the fact that America is flourishing and thriving, 
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transforming into an eclectic global icon. A discriminatory sentiment seems to have 
been bred into American culture and should be thoroughly weeded out. Currently, a 
healthy portion of the Obama Administration are Indian-Americans, a progression 
that rattled a former Pakistani ambassador to the US, bringing light to the rift 
between the two neighboring countries and at the same time, extending the Indian 
influence. 
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