
Much like the gravitational pull exerted by Earth’s core on all known objects, ‘great power’ is 

often burdened by the baggage of ‘great responsibility’. This concept has resonated with me in nearly all 

crevices of my life, from the pages of my history textbooks to my very own living room. Broadening my 

field of view to society at large, how effectively America’s individuals and its institutions balance their 

power, or lack thereof, with responsibility can be used as a metric to assess the progressiveness and 

success of American society. 

Having a lineage very involved in medicine, I am surrounded by individuals whose twelve years’ 

worth of schooling but lifelong dedication to the selfless serving of others is constantly tempered by the 

lurking accusation of malpractice and malfeasance. What other profession’s ‘great power’ comes with 

the responsibility of preserving and prolonging life? I have watched my older sister in a cap and gown 

recite the Hippocratic oath, pledging to “do no harm” as a physician. I have watched my mother leave to 

work, to clasp her hands and provide genetic counseling to pregnant women faced with the moral 

minefield of terminating a pregnancy. I have watched my father step outside to answer phone calls and 

fill prescriptions, firmly advising patients that a higher dosage is simply not necessary. Even I, involved in 

high school research, am privileged with the opportunity to probe the biological phenomena and 

intricacies of the human body, but also obligated to follow standardized experimental protocols. 

On the other hand, one can argue that with little power comes even greater responsibility. 

Marginalized groups, one might say, face the social responsibility of fidgeting under and resisting the 

shackles placed on them by society. Perhaps the most prominent example of this is a movement that 

has transcended both centuries and cultures and concerns half of the world’s population: feminism. 

Throughout time, women have faced belittlement and oppression in the following forms: incongruities 

in civil rights between males and females, confinement to a ‘cult of domesticity’ in the home during the 

American Revolution, and objectification and misogyny via the media. Society has disproportionately 

prioritized the physical appearance of women, leading to a preoccupation with beautification, feelings of 



inadequacy and self-loathing, disordered eating, and body enhancement surgeries. However, women 

have triumphed this obstacle by fulfilling a sense of duty to promulgate their self-worth. The suffrage 

movement, wracked with picket signs and hunger strikes, enfranchised women. Women have broken 

through the glass ceiling- advancing into the upper ranks of their vocations, protesting wage inequality, 

entering the formerly male-dominated STEM fields.  This example of responsibility usurping diminished 

power particularly hits home with myself, as I identify with this demographic. Not only that, it is 

validated and given credibility by its applicability to too many minorities- the #BlackLivesMatter 

movement of civil disobedience challenging law enforcement, immigrants fighting for their status, the 

LGBT community pushing for new legislation and policymaking to expand the public space for all 

sexualities. 

What’s more, since even the time of the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution, the 

socioeconomic force driving the free world constantly tightropes the fine distinction between power and 

responsibility. Capitalism and free enterprise are increasingly profit-minded, negligent of the true needs 

of its audience. Faceless voices capture our attention for ten whole minutes during our half-hour 

Thursday night sitcom, glazing our eyes over with the allure of high-calorie chocolate bars and packs of 

Marlboros that will inevitably toy with the homeostatic workings of our alveoli and capillaries. This 

notion stands the test of time, as business execs and capitalists have exploited child laborers, Irish 

immigrants, and African slaves and polluted the atmosphere as well as the wholesomeness of American 

ideals with smokestacks, grime, and soot- all in an effort to monopolize the household budgets of 

American consumers. Our attempt to complement our political birthmarks of free will and individual 

liberty with free market principles has radically metastasized into the outright corruption of the human 

mind, spawning a kind of sloth and materialism that actually backpedals the progress of the American 

nation. 

Perhaps more relevant to today’s citizens, the president-elect Mr. Donald Trump is a walking 



example of the grappling forces of power and responsibility and proves how they may not coexist. 

Trump was presented with the honor of winning the Republican nomination, and chose to perpetuate 

an electrified campaign countering the American ideals in the Constitution that he was competing for 

the responsibility to preserve, protect, and defend. Resorting to mudslinging and electing to connect 

with a narrow band of voters, he has used a primitive, irrational, and childish rhetoric of racial slurs, 

homophobia, and lewd hoots and catcalls toward women. He has effectively negated any semblance of 

responsibility with power- so much so that his victory is being challenged by a vote recount. 

It seems as though society has seen power seamlessly dovetail with responsibility, not unlike the 

base-pairing of DNA, at a more disaggregated level- individual professionals and movements. But sadly, 

using this same yardstick to measure America’s growth, it can be found that the ideologies that infuse 

our nation and are unavoidably connoted with the American presence on the world stage have yet to 

outwardly manifest a ‘checking and balancing’ of their power.  

 


