
If you’ve been glued to the TV screen any more than usual during the past year, it would
have been hard to miss a few health professionals whose work extends beyond the wards to the
very important job of offering their take to the American public regarding health promotion and
disease management. These individuals include Drs. Sanjay Gupta, Celine Gounder, Leana Wen,
Ashish Jha, and many more. This article will survey the diverse roles these individuals have and
that they’ve played during both key health emergencies and the status quo.

Dr. Sanjay Gupta is CNN’s chief medical correspondent and a practicing physician,
achieving notable heights in both domains, winning multiple Emmy awards and being elected
into the National Academy of Medicine, not to mention being named one of the ‘Sexist Men
Alive’ by PEOPLE. On various news networks, he has reported on wars, natural disasters,
disease outbreaks, the opioid crisis, and medical infrastructure in other communities around the
globe. According to the Huffington Post and his reports on the WBUR radio station, during the
pandemic, he has covered how health care was rationed during the overwhelm of COVID-19
cases, given regular updates on the trajectory and severity of the pandemic, commended other
countries like South Korea that acted early by testing early and implementing restrictions early,
and touched on the more social and emotional aspects of the pandemic, in how many Americans
may feel removed from the death toll and reasons for vaccine hesitancy.

Dr. Celine Gounder is an HIV/infectious diseases specialist, internist, and
epidemiologist who especially contributed during the Ebola epidemic and today’s COVID-19
pandemic. Her non-clinical duties are wide-ranging– she is the CEO of a nonprofit multimedia
organization, produces two podcasts, one of which focuses on the recent pandemic, serves on the
Biden-Harris COVID-19 Advisory Board, writes for numerous publications, appears on the
news, and was a commissioner for the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. She was
named one of 25 Women Changing the World by PEOPLE. The New York Times reports that
Gounder has considered schools an essential service and stressed the importance of keeping them
open for as long as possible to the extent that it doesn’t increase community transmission. She
also prioritizes battling long-standing racial inequities, by, for example, allocating testing
facilities to communities of color as well as accurately surveying the course of the pandemic
within Indigenous communities and accordingly targeting interventions to them. Finally, she
advocates restoring the strength of the CDC.

Dr. Leana Wen has no doubt also been a familiar face over the past year. She is an
emergency physician and visiting professor of health policy and management at GW’s School of
Public Health, as well as currently a senior fellow in the Metropolitan Policy Program within the
Brookings Institute, which aims to supply research and proposals to help urban leaders improve
their economies for everyone. Her expertise also lies in public health preparedness, writing many
articles on emergency health systems and health reform, formerly serving as Baltimore's Health
Commissioner, and being named one of TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People. On
NPR, drawing on guidelines issued by the FDA and CDC, Wen has made sure to explain the
immunity and mechanism of the vaccines , such as recommending that one takes both doses from
the same manufacturer and that those who have had allergic reactions to other vaccines should



not take the COVID-19 vaccine. She has understandably not expressed complete confidence
regarding public trust towards, storage, and distribution of vaccines, but adamantly supporting
the standard mask-wearing, social distancing, and hand-washing habits stressed over and over for
the past year. For TIME Magazine, she has stated the importance of President Biden reaching out
to economists, Republicans, and religious leaders so that they can support the country in battling
the pandemic in the most public health-oriented way, as opposed to prioritizing short-term
economic gains, political factions and polarization, or religious beliefs.

Ashish Jha, actually an alumnus of our neighboring Columbia College ‘92, is the
director of Harvard’s Global Health Institute and currently director of Brown’s School of Public
Health. A leading voice on healthcare systems, he has published many academic papers, advised
policymakers, clarified issues on the news networks, and has stepped up especially during the
Ebola epidemic and COVID-19 pandemic. According to Columbia College Today, regarding the
pandemic, he has criticized the federal government’s response to the pandemic and its lack of
coordination with the states, the CDC, and the WHO, but has been relatively optimistic about the
outcome of the pandemic and the success of science and vaccine trials. Recently, Dr. Jha,
according to Boston News,  has stressed the importance of people everywhere getting vaccinated
through a global manufacturing effort and a faster vaccine rollout so that people everywhere, not
just in the US, get vaccinated so that new variants and the need for an updated vaccine can be
avoided.


