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dead good Three weird and wonderful cemeTeries
Legends live on 
in La
At the Hollywood 
Forever Cemetery  
in Los Angeles you’re 
as likely to see an 
outdoor film 
screening as a flock of 
fans gathered round 
the grave of dearly 
departed celebrities 
such as singer Judy 
Garland, punk rockers 
Dee Dee and Johnny 
Ramone (right), and 
Golden Girls star 
Estelle Getty.

hollywood 
forever.com
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Romanians have the 
last laugh
In the tiny town of Sapanta in 
northern Romania lies one of 
the country’s most popular 
tourist sites: the Merry 
Cemetery (Cimitirul Vesel). 
Each of the hundreds of graves 
is marked with a carved oak 
cross, painted sky blue, and 
adorned with a colourful scene 
depicting the departed’s life, 
along with a poem. This could 
contain anything from 
references to his or her 
drinking and cheating to 
mother-in-law jokes.

romaniatourism.com/press-
the-merry-cemetery.html

Japan’s 
200,000 
monks
Japan’s biggest 
cemetery, 
Okunoin, dates 
back to 816AD.  
A Unesco site,  
it’s home to the 
memorials of 
more than 
200,000 Buddhist 
monks, including 
Master Kukai. His 
resting place is 
decked with 10,000 lanterns. You’ll also find a huge coffee cup 
honouring a coffee company’s workers, and a monument to 
termites installed by pesticide firms.

Koyasan, Koya, Ito District, Wakayama 648-0211, Japan

no longer JusT a hangouT for baTs, 
cemeTeries have become desTinaTions in 
Their own righT for Those who wanT To 
appreciaTe Their eerie beauTy, spiriTualiTy 
and, of course, Their peace and quieT.  
LauRa MILLaR picks her favouriTes

Père-Lachaise, Paris, France
After spending my teenage years as a huge fan of 
The Doors, the first time I visited Père-Lachaise, 
in the low-key suburb of Ménilmontant, I made  
a beeline for the grave of the Californian band’s 
iconic lead singer, Jim Morrison (who died in the 
French capital in 1971). I wasn’t the only one – it 
was surrounded by moody-looking, pouty, long-
haired rock fans who left offerings of packets of 
fags and scrawled graffiti on his headstone. 

Similarly, devotees paid homage to the final 
resting place of poet and playwright Oscar 
Wilde, many adorning his carved tomb with red 
lipstick kisses. Elsewhere, it’s a delight to stroll 
through the cemetery’s elegant, tree-lined 
avenues (above), where other residents include 
legendary singer Édith Piaf and mime artist 
Marcel Marceau. pere-lachaise.com/en
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Mirogoj Cemetery
Zagreb, Croatia
A contender for the title of most 
beautiful graveyard in Europe, the 
grand 19th-century Mirogoj is full of 
Italianate-style columns, domes, 
arcades and black-and-white-tiled 
passageways (right) – much of it 
covered in ivy. It describes itself as an 
‘open-air museum’, possibly because 
of the large number of statues and 
sculptures that adorn many of the 
graves, created by some of Croatia’s 
finest artists and sculptors. These 
include Rodin’s apprentice Robert 
Frangeš-Mihanović and the renowned 
Ivan Meštrović. On a sunny day, 
strolling around its perfectly 
cultivated parklands and gardens is an 
oddly life-enhancing experience.

gradskagroblja.hr

Discover a grave new world

Highgate Cemetery
North London, England
I may be biased, as I live only a  
few minutes away, but Highgate 
Cemetery is a pleasant, peaceful place 
to stroll. It’s the final resting place of 
dozens of artists, novelists and 
philosophers, including the painter 
Lucian Freud, authors Douglas Adams 
and George Eliot, music legend 
Malcolm McLaren, and ‘father of 
communism’ Karl Marx. Created 
during the Victorian era, the then-
romantic approach to death led to a 
profusion of dramatic Gothic tombs, 
obelisks and stone angels. Egyptian 
Avenue is one of the most photogenic 
thoroughfares, leading to the Circle of 
Lebanon, a set of tombs built around 
an ancient cedar tree.

highgatecemetery.org

» Continued from Page 17

La Recoleta Cemetery
Buenos Aires, Argentina
One of the most famous women in 
Argentina is buried here: the actress 
María Eva Duarte, better known by the 
time of her death in 1952 as Eva Perón, 
wife to the country’s president. Her 
grand, heavily fortified mausoleum is 
adorned with brass plaques for the 
other Duarte family members also 
interred there. There are more than 
6,000 tombs, designed like Greek and 
Gothic temples and fairy-tale grottoes, 
housing some of the country’s most 
celebrated intellectuals, army generals 
and entertainers. Look out for the life-
size statue of boxer Luis Ángel Firpo, 
eternally represented in his robe.

turismo.buenosaires.gob.ar

Panteón General 
Oaxaca, Mexico
It may sound odd to put a visit to  
a cemetery on your bucket list but 
this was on mine five years ago 
for the celebrations for Day of the 
Dead (left). Held at the start of 
November, it sees families gather 
to decorate loved ones’ graves 
with flowers, figurines and 
candles. It’s a colourful, uplifting, 
vibrant celebration, with music, 
singing and dancing, and this 
grand graveyard in central 
Oaxaca is a very special setting in 
which to experience it.

Centro, 68000 Oaxaca, Mexico

Bonaventure
Savannah, USA
Practically a physical representation 
of the literary genre Southern Gothic, 
you’ll find trees draped in Spanish 
moss stooping over cracked 
gravestones in this atmospheric burial 
ground. Savannah, in Georgia, styles 
itself as America’s most haunted city, 
thanks to its calamitous past – 
blighted by yellow fever, wars, famine, 
slavery and natural disasters. One of 
its spectral-looking statues, known as 
Bird Girl, found fame on the cover of 
John Berendt’s 1994 novel Midnight In 
The Garden Of Good And Evil, later 
made into a film starring Jude Law 
and John Cusack.

bonaventurehistorical.org

.Tomb with a view: Karl. 
.Marx at Highgate (above). 
.and Bonaventure (below).

.Resting place: There are. 

.6,000 tombs at La Recoleta.

spooky
special

HOw tO BE A 
RESPECtfUL 
tOMBStONE 
tOURiSt
■ Remember that while  
you may be there to explore, 
others may be there to 
mourn.
■ Act as you would in a 
place of worship; dress 
appropriately, keep noise  
to a minimum.
■ Resist the urge to take 
selfies in front of a grave.
■ Do not graffiti or otherwise 
deface a gravestone.
■ Brush up on the cultural 
norms; try to understand 
local attitudes before taking 
photos or leaving offerings.


