
Time & tide waits for no 
man...not even a prince

 L EARL OF WESSEX’S VISIT TO MERSEA ISLAND IS A WASH OUT

AN eagerly-anticipated royal visit 
quite literally went swimmingly 
after flooding left the Queen’s 
youngest son stranded.

Prince Edward, the Earl of  Wes-
sex, and wife Sophie, the Countess 
of  Wessex, visited Mersea Island 
yesterday afternoon, but the stop-
off  wasn’t all plain sailing.

Following a trip to the Mersea 
Island Community Centre, the 
pair were scheduled to arrive in 
West Mersea at lunchtime.

The royals’ convoy, however, 
was severely delayed after high 
tides engulfed The Strood, block-
ing the route in and out of  West 

Mersea.
Eventually, Princes Edward 

- who is said to be playing peace-
keeper to Prince Harry and 
Prince William - made it to the 
yacht club, where further flood-
ing across Coast Road prevented 
access to the Company Shed.

The prince, who was also cel-
ebrating his 56th birthday, was 
supposed to be taken on a tour of  
the historic family oyster busi-
ness by manager Tom Haward.

Security had even finely 

checked over the traditional shop 
in advance to ensure it was safe 
and royal-ready.

But after careful consideration, 
the trip from the yacht club to the 
Company Shed was deemed to 
treacherous for the prince.

Tom instead decided to brave 
the waters himself, before he 
enjoyed a friendly chat with the 
Queen’s son about the island’s 
oyster trade.

“He came to visit the commu-
nity to see what we do,” said Tom.

“We are the oldest oyster farm-
ing family in the world, so I think 
he wanted to see a traditional oys-
ter farming family.

“They wanted to see locally pro-
duced food and to see how that is 
benefitting the local economy.”

He added: “My mum is a mas-
sive fan of  the royals, she loves 
them.

“It is nice people like the roy-
als are acknowledging what local 
businesses are doing.

“Whether you like the royals or 
not, it is exciting, and it is some-
thing which doesn’t happen every 
day.”

Self-proclaimed royalist David 
Daines, who lives on the island, 
was delighted to hear of  the visit.

He also praised the pair’s deci-
sion to continue fulfilling their 
public duties despite the outbreak 
of  coronavirus.

He said: “I think it is a great 
thing they have come here to visit.

“They haven’t been deterred 
from coming, despite coronavi-
rus, which shows the sort of  peo-
ple they are.

“I am sure the royals loved 
it here - they’d be mad if  they 
didn’t.”

Fran French, who runs Mersea 
Island Fresh Catch, says the visit 
will boost trade for the company.

“It is lovely they have come to 
visit the island,” she said.

“We are lucky to have a nice 
royal family.

“Their visit is really good for 
the community and hopefully it 
helps boost the summer trade.

“We can now say we have been 
visited by the royals.”
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Community spirit inspires Wessex’s royal visit
THE Earl and Countess of  Wes-
sex’s visit to Mersea Island was 
all about community spirit - 
which, fittingly, prevailed, de-
spite high tides threatening to 
ruin the day. 

Local royalists refused to be 
deterred in the face of  adversity 
and still came together - flock-
ing to catch a glimpse of  the 

royal couple, even though doing 
so meant risking wet feet. 

And it was that sense of  to-
getherness and the area’s thriv-
ing support network which 
brought Prince Edward and So-
phie to Mersea Island.

After stopping off  at the Mer-
sea Island Community Centre 
and greeting school children the 

royal couple enjoyed a celebra-
tory lunch with business own-
ers, which acted as a show of  ap-
preciation for their great work.

Paul Birtchnell, who is the 
branch manager of  West Mer-
sea’s Marinestore, believes the 
visit will only further benefit 
the community and the island’s 
economy.

He said: “It was exciting for 
the local workers and business-
es.

“It was really good for Mer-
sea Island and, the whole area, 
to have such high profile people 
come to the island.

“Hopefully it will give it some 
extra coverage.”

8 Wednesday March 11, 2020 www.gazette-news.co.ukGazette

 N Stranded - Coast Road was flooded during the royal visit

 N Fan - David Daines praised the royals for visiting

Library 
amnesty
STORY lovers who may have 
forgotten to return a book 
rented from a library now have 
the opportunity to do so without 
incurring any charges.

Essex Library Services 
is holding a book amnesty 
throughout March meaning 
people will not have to pay the 
usual fees for a late return of a 
long-forgotten book.

Bookworms who may have 
neglected their library in recent 
months due to having lost their 
library card can also use the 
amnesty period to have their 
card replaced.

All they have to do is take a 
form of ID to their library which 
will then issue them a new card 
free of charge.

For more information head to 
libraries.essex.gov.uk.

Music for 
the Mind
A MUSIC group is performing 
a special concert in aid of a 
mental health charity.

Resonate is performing at 
Colchester’s Roman Circus 
Centre, in Roman Circus Walk, 
on March 21.

Tickets for the concert should 
be booked through the Roman 
circus centre and cost £10 
each with all of the proceeds 
going to Mind.

Visit facebook.com/pg/
resonatecolchester to find out 
more.

Group wins 
top award
A COUNCIL-run parking 
partnership picked up a gong 
at the latest round of the British 
Parking Awards.

The North Essex Parking 
Partnership was awarded the 
Communications Award at the 
2020 ceremony, the second 
time it has won the prize.

The category recognises 
work to engage the public and 
NEPP was commended for 
its Positive Parking Agenda 
message.

NEPP is a partnership 
bringing together Essex, 
Colchester, Braintree, Tendring, 
Uttlesford, Harlow and Epping 
Forest councils.

Lessons in 
democracy
COUNCILLORS visited a new 
secondary school to teach 
students about how democracy 
works.

Shrub End councillors Lyn 
Barton and Sam McCarthy 
visited Paxman Academy in 
Colchester to speak with Year 7 
students during an enrichment 
day focusing on British values. 

Mrs Barton said it was a 
fantastic day.


