
Body parts
find: Man held
A MAN has been arrested in
connection with an investigation
into the discovery of human
remains in a river.
Police investigating the

discovery of human remains in
the River Stour at Sudbury last
summer said yesterday they had
arrested a man in connection with
the inquiry.
Officers were called on August

27 after the remains were found
inside two black bin bags in the
river, near Meadow Gate and Croft
Bridge.
A Home Office post-mortem

examination was conducted
but was not able to establish a
cause of death or any form of
identification.
A Suffolk Police spokesman

said: “Officers arrested a
26-year-old man from Sudbury in
connection with the discovery of
the human remains.
“He was also arrested on

suspicion of possession with
intent to supply Class A drugs.
“Detectives continue to appeal

for anyone who witnessed any
suspicious behaviour near to the
river in the week preceding the
discovery to come forward.
“They would also like to hear

from anyone who has seen black
bin bags in unusual locations.”
Anyone with information can call

police on 101.

Campaigner says more work is needed a year after George Floyd’s death

‘Ending racism
will take time
and energy’

By GEORGE KING
george.king@newsquest.co.uk

■ Togetherness - protestors make their voices heard during a River Colne demonstration Picture: GEOFF LAWRENCE

THE founder of an anti-rac-
ism movement launched to
combat discrimination in ru-
ral areas has said more work
needs to be done.

Gurpreet Sidhu is the
founder of the Wivenhoe
Black Lives Matter group and
last summer co-organised a
protest called BLM in the Stix.

The powerful demonstra-
tion saw more than 240 activ-
ists line the River Colne in a
united stand against racism
and incidents of police brutal-
ity.

The show of solidarity was
arranged to show people in ru-
ral areas can play their part in
fighting discrimination.

It came following the death
of George Floyd, who was
murdered by police officer
Derek Chauvin on May 25 last
year.

Following the killing of
the 46-year-old father-of-five,
protests broke out around the
world, including in Colchester
Castle Park.

One year on, Gurpreet, of
Wivenhoe, said the battle was
not over yet.

She said: “I’m exhausted.
You would think the day Derek
Chauvin was pronounced
guilty I would have been cel-
ebrating - I wasn’t.

“I felt like it wasn’t justice
at all, it was a necessary step
but it wasn’t enough.”

According to statistics pub-
lished by Essex Police, there
were 2,602 racially-motivated
hate crimes across the county
in 2020.

Since the initial protest,

Gurpreet’s team has used so-
cial media to promote anti-
racism campaigns with the
hope of reducing such figures.

The group of volunteers has
also published regular news-
letters to its followers to help
educate people living in Col-
chester’s rural areas.

“I have never been more pas-
sionate about anything and I
feel like I started something
great when I helped start this
campaign,” she added.

“But we feel like we are get-
ting less interaction now with
people.

“Ending rural racism, as
shiny a dream as it is, isn’t go-
ing to happen in a year, or two
years or three years.

“It’s going to take time and
energy but I still strongly
believe in the power of this
movement and of people.”
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