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Family pays tribute as 
dad dies with Covid-19
62-year-old father dies a day after testing positive for virus
By George King
george.king@newsquest.co.uk

AN ADORING father who has 
been described as a “lovely man” 
has died with Covid-19 the day af-
ter testing positive with the virus.

Dean Greenaway, 62, had moved 
to Point Clear, St Osyth, from Lon-
don 18 years ago.

The hard-working handyman, 
however, had spent the last three 
years of  his life in a care home in 
Ipswich following an operation 
which left him with brain dam-
age.

Mr Greenaway, who was a keen 
fisherman, was admitted to Ip-
swich Hospital after displaying 
symptoms associated with Cov-
id-19.

According to his partner of  24 
years, Michelle Joyce, he tested 
positive for coronavirus on March 
29, before tragically dying the 
next day. 

Miss Joyce, who had two chil-
dren, Kayleigh and Jamie, with 
Mr Greenaway, has now paid to 
tribute to her partner and urged 
people not to flout the rules put in 
place by the Government to fight 
the pandemic.

She said: “I was heartbroken 
when he passed. He was such a 
lovely man and I will really miss 
him.

“He loved fishing and support-
ed Manchester United. He worked 
as a bricklayer and painter and 
decorator. 

“I want people to realise how 
serious coronavirus is and I urge 
everyone to please, just stay at 
home.”

In addition to being looked 
after at the care home, Miss 
Joyce also played a pivotal part 
in caring for Mr Greenaway. 
Her daughter, Jodie Buckmaster, 
who was also close to Mr Greena-
way, praised her mum for the way 
in which she dedicated her life to 
him.

“My mum has lost a piece of  

her heart,” she said.
“She is our rock, our hero and 

our everything - I wish I could just 
take the pain away.

“Every time Dean was admitted 
to hospital, my mum was always 
by his side. She did everything for 
him.

“He was a lucky man and he 
knew that - this world needs more 
people like my mum in it.”

Mr Greenaway also leaves be-
hind a daughter, Aimee, and son, 
Dean.

As the Gazette went to press, 
latest figures showed a total of  
51 people have died at the trust 
which runs Colchester Hospital 
after contracting coronavirus.

The total number of  reported 
deaths in hospitals across the 
country has increased to 6,159.

Politicians have wished Boris 
Johnson well after the Prime Min-
ister was placed in intensive care 
with severe coronavirus symp-
toms on Monday.

Clacton MP Giles Watling said: 
“It’s enormously sad that we have 
had the first reported death of  a 
person from our area - and this 
was unfortunately to be expected.

“I’m thinking of  the man’s fam-
ily and friends at this time.

“Boris’ condition is of  concern 
to the whole nation, no matter 
how you voted.

“The entire country is behind 
him, hoping for his recovery.

“This virus does not discrimi-
nate and this highlights the need 
for everyone to follow the Govern-
ment guidance to stay at home, 
protect the NHS and save lives.”

YOUNGSTERS who may not 
have received an Easter egg 
this year will get one thanks 
to a generous donation by 
Clacton Pier.
Staff ordered in the large 
haul of chocolate treats to 
give away to youngsters 
over the coming Easter 
weekend.
But the current coronavirus 
lockdown meant they were 
left wondering what to do 
with the eggs and contacted 
the Salvation Army’s food 
bank in Clacton.
Pier director Elliot Ball said 
the Easter eggs will now 
go to children who may 
otherwise not have received 
one.
“Many families are facing 
difficult times at the 
moment and the Salvation 

Army is doing a fantastic job 
helping to meet their efforts 
to put food on plates,” he 
said.
“We know these chocolate 
goodies will go to deserving 
kids and hope that it will put 
a smile on their faces.
“It is strange to see the pier 
empty – we only normally 
close on Christmas Day – 
and we look forward to 
welcoming families back as 
soon we are told we can 
do so.
“In the meantime, we 
all need to follow the 
Government’s message and 
stay home for everyone’s 
sake.”
The pier also decided to 
send out presents to 22 
children who had booked 
birthday parties.

Eggs-traordinary act as gifts given to foodbank by pier

EASTER TREAT: Tracy Dobbs receiving some of the donated Easter eggs

HEARTBROKEN FAMILY: Dean Greenaway, with his partner Michelle Joyce and their two children, 
Kayleigh and Jamie, and, below, Prime Minister Boris Johnson clapping for carers last week


