
hen I sat down to 
brainstorm the charity ball 
theme this year I asked 
myself, what does Jewel 
Charity treasure? What 
matters most to us as an 

organization? What do we hold 
close to our hearts? I settled on the five 
“W’s” of Jewel Charity - the Who, What, 
When, Where and Why - and found the answer lies 
within the Treasures, the multi-faceted prisms which 
inspire us every day. 

They are the physicians and medical staff who have 
devoted their lives to years of careful study in order to 
make life-altering decisions in an instant; the precious 
patients and families who call Cook Children’s 
Medical Center their home away from home during 
a time of need; the generations of Jewel Charity 
Angels, Members, Sponsors and Volunteers who have 
supported uncompensated care since 1953. These are 
the people we hold dear and are Treasures to us. 

Our deep-rooted history in the community stands as 
a testament to our mission at Jewel Charity, to serve 
others by raising funds for Cook Children’s Medical 
Center, but I think it’s so much more than that. Jewel 
Charity is about the healing and hope that comes with 
saving a child’s life. It has been such a joy to serve 
as president this year. I am deeply humbled by the 
volunteers who give their time, the donors who give 
their gifts and the doctors and nurses who give us 
hope. Thank you. It’s Angels like you who continue 
to make our treasured mission a triumphant one. 
Everyone is invited to become an Angel. Please visit 
jewelcharity.org.

Sincerely,

Debbie Reynolds
President, Jewel Charity 2015
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As our community grows, so do the needs of its children. We visited with 
Cook Children’s President and CEO Rick Merrill to learn how Jewel Charity is 
making a difference. 
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What are some of the most dramatic 
ways Jewel Charity has helped Cook 
Children’s? 

Jewel Charity has cared for our families 
for decades—over 60 years to be exact – 
and provided nearly $64 million in support, 
touching the lives of thousands of children 
and their families.

Their support through the years has 
helped us to enhance programs, purchase 
equipment and leading edge technology, 
and expand our campus to meet the 
evolving needs of our community. 

Are there any stories you can share to 
illustrate the impact of Jewel Charity? 

Every Cook Children’s story is a Jewel 
Charity story whether it is parents bringing 
home their baby after many months in our 
NICU, kids learning how to walk again after 
an accident, the first broken arm or the 
joyful reaction when a parent learns that 
their child is cancer free. Jewel Charity’s 
support can be seen and felt in the relieved 
smiles of parents when they take their child 
home.

How will the Emergency Department 
expansion impact the community? 

The redesigned Emergency Department 
will have more, and larger, exam rooms and 
a superior layout designed to better manage 
our patient volume. It has been designed 
with efficiencies in mind so as to lessen 
wait times, help our physicians and nurses 
administer treatment faster and improve the 
entire experience from start to finish for our 
patient families.

How does the CARPE program promote 
healing for patients and families? 
Our Creative Artists in Residence 
Programme (CARPE) provides a 
therapeutic, educational and expressive 
outlet for our patients, siblings and 
sometimes mom and dad, too. We’ve had 
parents share that watching their child bang 
a drum in their hospital room brought a 
smile to their child’s face that they had not 
seen in days. It also helps to get children 
out of bed, moving and participating in 
physical therapy disguised as play. 
 


