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EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

The people of Samogitia, Lithuania gather in the village’s 
square for the annual festival celebrating another year of 
the Ostrów Agreement, the treaty that ended the Lithuanian 
Civil War and the unfortunate Teutonic Order of the early 
1400s.   

Booths and carts are set across the square; some with lavish 
clothing, some with entertainment and some with delectable 
food. Many women, men and children who do not possess these 
carts roam the streets trying to collect enough money for 
these items.

Within the middle of the village square resides the royal 
family. Arranged from eldest to youngest, they sit around a 
extravagant table covered with food and gifts from the 
villagers. 

GODWIN BRAELYN (40s) shakes hands with a elegant dressed MAN 
and WOMAN (30s). 

ELLYN BRAELYN (18), the eldest, rests beside her father 
silent as a mouse. She smiles and clasps hands with citizens 
as they come and go.

GREGORY BRAELYN (16), first heir, sips on wine as he keeps an 
eye on his father’s behavior. 

THOMAS BRAELYN (15), the youngest of all three, sits at the 
end of the table. His eyes move quickly around the square and 
rest upon a ELDERLY MAN across the courtyard as he begs a 
MERCHANT (late 20s). The merchant along with the rest of the 
crowd ignores the desperate man and continues on his way.

GREGORY
You have a eye on someone, little 
brother?

Gregory stares at Thomas. 

THOMAS
Not I. What have you got there, 
Gregory?

Thomas grabs for the trinket in front of Gregory’s plate. It 
resembles a doll made of straw with an odd shaped face.

GREGORY
That horrid thing? Some peasant 
refused to leave the table without 
presenting me with this. 



THOMAS
It’s quite interesting.

GREGORY
Keep it. I don’t have any need for 
such a distasteful gift. 

Thomas stores the doll in his pocket. Ellyn leans behind 
them.

ELLYN
Father wants you both.

Godwin stands at the other end of the table talking to ROWAN 
(20s). Thomas and Gregory walk to meet their father.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - CONTINUOUS

Godwin extends his arm out to Rowan.

GODWIN
Sons, this is Sir Rowan. The newly 
appointed Knight Commander. 

Gregory immediately reaches out his hand.

GREGORY
Hello Sir Rowan. My name is Gregory 
Braelyn.

Rowan looks down onto him.

ROWAN
You will have big roles to fill 
after your father.

Godwin pats Gregory on the back.

GODWIN
Gregory is a smart boy. He 
understands the challenges and 
rewards for ruling a kingdom.

GREGORY
Thank you father. 

Thomas stands awkwardly next to his kiss ass of a brother. 

ROWAN
(to Thomas)

And you are?
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THOMAS
I am Thomas, sir.

Godwin smiles.

GODWIN
Thomas is just like his kind 
mother.

Rowan watches Thomas smile back to his father.

ROWAN
There is no place for kindness when 
ruling over the classes.

Thomas turns his head quickly to face Rowan. 

THOMAS
Then I suppose I’m in luck since my 
brother is next in line for that 
position. 

GODWIN
Watch your mouth, boy. 

THOMAS
My apologies, father.

Rowan peers at Ellyn.

ROWAN
Is this your daughter?

GODWIN
Oh yes. My sweet Ellyn. Come here 
dear.

Ellyn rises from her chair and courtesies. 

ROWAN
Very beautiful.

ELLYN
Tha-

GODWIN
She is my eldest. A great mother to 
the boys after their real mother 
passed away years ago. 

Ellyn stands quietly next to her father.

Rowan takes her hand and kisses it. 
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GODWIN (CONT’D)
She would make a fine wife. 

Ellyn looks away as Thomas raises his brow unable to hide his 
startled expression.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

Ellyn and Thomas wander around the square while villagers bow 
as they past through. 

THOMAS
“She would make a fine wife” What 
was father thinking?

ELLYN
He was thinking that I should be 
married now to someone. It is the 
right thing to do, Thomas.

THOMAS
I guess, but I do not like Sir 
Rowan. I would think you wouldn’t 
able to able to marry a knight as 
daughter of the king.

ELLYN
He’s from a noble family out east. 
And with his ranking, it would be 
suitable for me to marry him.

THOMAS
Is that what you want?

ELLYN
It does not matter what I want. 

Thomas gives her a disapproving look but his eye catches 
something off in the distance. 

The same begging elder man from before crouches next to a 
cart stealing crumbs as they fall.

Thomas travels over to the man with Ellyn in pursuit. 

ELLYN (CONT’D)
Where are you going?

THOMAS
Just follow me.

4.



EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

The man scurries around the corner into the alley as Thomas 
stops by a bread cart.

THOMAS
How much for one loaf of bread?

The LADY MERCHANT (30s) eyes widen.

LADY MERCHANT
Oh sir. You can take as much as you  
like.

She begins to bow.

THOMAS
Thank you.

Thomas takes the bread and runs into the alley with Ellyn to 
find the man.

EXT. ALLEY - DAY

He spots the elder man as he sits with his knees to his 
chest.

THOMAS
Would you like some?

He becomes frightened.

THOMAS (CONT’D)
It’s okay. Here just take this.

Frail and dirty, the elder man slowly reaches out his hand 
and takes the bread.

ELLYN
We need to get back. If father 
found out we were-

THOMAS
I know, I know.

Thomas smiles to the man. As they walk away, a COUPLE (late 
20s) sets up shop in the corner of the square.
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EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

AVA
These items should go for a few 
silver pennies.

AVA (late 20s) speaks to her husband LUTHER (late 20s) while 
holding a homemade dress. He takes the dress from her and 
places it on the ground next to him along with other articles 
of clothing. 

LUTHER
Is this the last piece?

AVA
I believe so. Do you think it will 
be enough?

LUTHER
Yes, Ava. We should receive a great 
profit if they are all to sell.

Other citizens stare at Luther and Ava as they display their 
items. One MERCHANT (30s) rolls his cart elsewhere.

Ava notices this and turns to Luther.

LUTHER (CONT’D)
Do not worry about it.

AVA
I do no such thing. I worry for 
those who receive the wrath from 
me.

Luther chuckles.

LUTHER
I agree with that statement. 

AVA
Will you run off to find Geva? 
She’s small but is fast just like 
her father.

Luther nods and searches for his daughter.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

Thomas and Ellyn sit quietly back down in their seats at the 
table.

6.



GODWIN
Where have you two been?

THOMAS
After our meeting with Rowan, Ellyn 
and I wanted to immerse ourselves 
in the festival.

Gregory eyes Thomas.

GODWIN
Very well. There is a trial taking 
place tomorrow in the royal court. 
Would you like a seat?

THOMAS
Yes, father!

Gregory whips his head to Godwin.

GREGORY
Yet I cannot? That does not make 
sense.

GODWIN
Thomas has an interest in our 
kingdom’s law.

GREGORY
But I will be the one who is King 
and-

GODWIN
I understand that, but I would like 
you to take on my duties for the 
day, which includes constructing a 
speech for next’s week ball. I 
trust you can do that?

GREGORY
I can, father.

GODWIN
Good. Now you two run along while I 
talk to your sister.

(to Gregory)
Today is a great opportunity to 
show the people who their future 
king is. 
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EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

Thomas and Gregory pay their respect to merchants and 
villagers. They walk side by side. 

GREGORY
(whispering)

I saw you help that man.

Thomas does not look up.

THOMAS
What do you mean?

GREGORY
You know perfectly well what I 
mean.

Thomas looks up to him.

THOMAS
I help people.

GREGORY
You do quite the opposite. They’re 
not to accept gifts from any class. 
How you encourage laziness among 
our people. 

THOMAS
It was just bread, Gregory.

GREGORY
Doesn’t matter, little brother. 

Thomas stops walking.

THOMAS
Do not tell father about this.

GREGORY
I wasn’t going to.

THOMAS
Tha-

GREGORY
I was going to inform Sir Rowan 
instead. He wants to implement a 
stricter punishment of those who 
break the laws.

THOMAS
There was no law broken.
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GREGORY
Not when I’m King. Do not think 
because you helped an untouchable 
that you are the savior of the 
weak. 

Thomas strides away.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

Walking away from Gregory, Thomas notices a small children’s 
puppet play in the back of the square and makes a bee line to 
tiny stage and frame.

With the sound of laughter filling the area, children of all 
ages watch and enjoy the play.

GEVA (5) sits to the side and stares at the ground paying no 
attention to the entertainment.

Thomas sees the young girl.

THOMAS
(to Geva)

Do you not like puppets?

Geva shakes her head.

THOMAS (CONT’D)
How about dolls?

She gently nods her head.

He takes of the doll from his pocket and gives it to her.

She inspects the weirdly shaped doll and returns a smile to 
Thomas.

LUTHER
Geva! Come here!

Luther runs up to retrieve his daughter.

She stands up and darts to Luther.

In the distance, Luther points to the doll and she points to 
Thomas.

Luther wears a firm face, nods in his direction and quickly 
turns back around.
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EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

Thomas travels back to the royal table and takes a seat. Down 
a few chairs, sit Godwin and Rowan as they discuss security 
matters.

ROWAN
Having a stronger security will 
enable you to own a stronger 
kingdom. 

GODWIN
What will a stronger security 
entail?

ROWAN
More knights guarding the castle 
with multiple ones covering each 
room where you and your children 
sleep. We should-

GODWIN
We are not a dangerous people, Sir 
Rowan. I am flattered for the 
protection, but I’m afraid we don’t 
need it.

ROWAN
There are people out here

(gestures to crowd)
That would like to see you dead, my 
king. 

Thomas takes the seat next to his father.

ROWAN (CONT’D)
Thomas’ safety could be in danger.

Godwin chuckles.

GODWIN
I agree with strengthening the 
security around the exterior of the 
castle, but let’s hold off on the 
interior over protection for now. 

ROWAN
As you wish sir.

Rowan stands up and walks away.

GODWIN
Tell me Thomas. Would you make a 
good King?
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THOMAS
I’m not one to be King, father.

GODWIN
Yes, I know that boy. The question 
still stands.

THOMAS
I would like to say yes.

GODWIN
You must be confident in your 
answers.

THOMAS
Yes. I would make a just King. 

GODWIN
Good. Whether you hold power or 
not, you must make strong 
decisions. 

THOMAS
I will, father.

GODWIN
Do not let people persuade you 
otherwise.

Among the chatter of the festival, a voice YELLS.

ROWAN (O.S.)
You cannot sell!

Thomas and Godwin look up to Rowan and a couple in the corner 
of the village square. They both dash over to the clamor.

EXT. VILLAGE SQAURE - DAY

LUTHER
We need this money for our family!

Luther raises his voice at Rowan while he takes away the 
clothes sitting out on the pavement.

ROWAN
This is unacceptable. You have no 
right, peasant.

Ava stands tall with her husband with Geva hides between her 
legs.
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GODWIN
What’s going on here?

ROWAN
This low classer and non-merchant 
has proceeded to sell his wife’s 
made clothing for a profit. That is 
not allowed in this caste system.

LUTHER
I should have a right to provide 
for my family with hard earn money. 
She’s been working on these for 
weeks. We are not fortunate enough 
to have a steady income!

GODWIN
Rest your voice or the consequence 
will be greater than just taking 
away the clothing.

Rowan grabs for the clothing. Luther yanks it back fighting 
off Rowan’s hands.

ROWAN 
That will result in a definite 
punishment.

Rowan swings at Luther and forces him to the ground.

AVA
Stop it!

Rowan pushes Luther’s face further into the concrete 
resulting in a CRACK sound of his nose breaking. 

ROWAN
For disobeying orders and 
attempting to harm a Knight, you 
will receive the punishment of the 
loss of your hand. 

AVA
You can’t do that! He can’t do 
that!

Thomas looks to his father.

GODWIN
It’s a proper punishment.

THOMAS
It is not!
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GODWIN
You have only seconds to give me a 
fitter consequence. A decision. 

Thomas looks around franticly. 

GODWIN (CONT’D)
Okay, take him-

THOMAS
No! There’s a better way.

Godwin looks to his son to proceed. Ellyn and Gregory come 
and stand beside their father.

THOMAS (CONT’D)
This man keeps his hand but will 
work as a personal servant.

GODWIN
To whom?

THOMAS
To me. He will learn the ways of 
the laws and understand his place. 

ROWAN
That is weak, he must be punished 
by-

GODWIN
I agree with Thomas. Let this man 
be in debt to him and learn from 
his behavior.

Rowan looks to Godwin.

ROWAN
But my King, what if this doesn’t 
prove to work?

Godwin looks to Thomas.

GODWIN
Then he will have to pay for it. 

Thomas lowers down to Luther and reaches out his hand. The 
hands firmly clasp one another in harmony. 
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