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Content Warning: This article discusses a panic attack. 
 
Like most people, I love a good movie. I also really love a good podcast. So, when I 
read in the New York Times that podcast movies had hit the scene, I was instantly 
intrigued. 
 
What exactly is a podcast movie, though? Well, C13Features, the production company 
behind this new format, describes a podcast movie as a “feature length, on-demand 
audio only cinematic experience, designed specifically for your ears and imagination.” 
In essence, it’s a full-length movie without visuals that you can listen to whenever you 
want. 
 
The fiction podcast genre has recently grown in popularity and even inspired multiple 
television shows, like “Homecoming” and “Limetown.” Similar to television series, 
these fiction podcasts typically have multiple serialized episodes lasting around 30 
minutes each. With the increasing popularity of this podcast genre, it was inevitable 
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that someone would create a full-length audio production people could consume in 
one sitting, like a movie. 
 
Well, C13Features has made the podcast movie a reality with the release of two 
feature-length podcasts, including the 80-minute-long psychological thriller 
“Ghostwriter.” The podcast, directed by Kimberly Senior, features a diverse cast led 
by “House of Cards” actress Kate Mara. 
 
Mara plays Kate Michaels, a former journalist hired to ghostwrite a fictional crime 
novel for billionaire James Webber, played by “Parks and Recreation” actor Adam 
Scott. Kate, who suffers from an unspecified mental condition, was hesitant to work 
with James due to the violent subject matter of the book. However, she takes on the 
job after a pep talk from her good friend, Jamilah, played by “42” actress Nicole 
Beharie. 
 
At first, the job goes smoothly. Kate and James laugh and share family memories, and 
Kate writes up a promising manuscript for the book. But as time passes, strange 
things start to happen to Kate, causing her to question her sanity. The podcast takes 
listeners on a suspenseful journey as Kate tries to figure out who or what is behind 
the unsettling events happening in her life. 
 
According to C13Features, its podcast movies aim to make you feel like you’re 
“listening to a blockbuster film.” “Ghostwriter” certainly has the ingredients of a 
Hollywood hit: famous actors, great score, and incredible sound effects. It’s an 
enjoyable listen that serves up the suspense and twists as a good thriller should. But 
don’t go into it expecting to hear a mind-bending, Oscar-worthy production. 
“Ghostwriter” is simply a fun, creepy thriller that doesn’t make you think too hard. It’s 
more “The Intruder” and less “Gone Girl.” While the overall storyline is interesting, the 
ending is a bit weird, and the acting is good but not spectacular. 
 
Mara delivers a great performance as the fragile, paranoid writer Kate and even 
showcases some incredible emotion towards the end. Scott also does a decent job at 
displaying a mysterious and manipulative billionaire. But, there’s an oomph missing 
from Scott’s and many of the other actors’ performances. 
 
The podcast is also challenging to follow sometimes because of its lack of audible 
transitions between scenes. At times, the previous scene’s audio slightly fades out 
before the next scene starts. Unless you have the volume turned up high, you could 
miss the fading out and think you’re still on the same scene. 
 
“Ghostwriter” shines, though, with its fantastic music and sound effects. The podcast 
relies heavily on dialogue between Kate and James, and the use of eerie background 
music is effective in creating spine-tingling moments during Kate and James’ 



conversations. 
 
Additionally, the sound effects add drama and excitement to the podcast. For 
instance, whenever Kate feels like she’s about to have a panic attack, she takes 
three deep breaths. With each breath, a loud, dramatic heartbeat thumps in the 
background, making you truly feel the intensity of Kate’s anxiety. It’s these 
thoughtful audio details that bring “Ghostwriter” to life. 
 
Overall, “Ghostwriter” is worth a listen. It’s the perfect podcast for a road trip or a 
night in with friends over drinks and popcorn. C13Features already has a third 
podcast movie on the way, and we’ll likely see more if its current creations are a hit. 
Could podcast movies become popular enough to compete with box office films? 
Probably not for a while. But, with big names like Stephen King now tapping into the 
fiction podcast market, it’s exciting to see what the future of podcast movies will 
bring. 
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