
One incidental effect of the coal strike in
Great Britain must be to direct renewed
attention to alternative sources of power.
An expert committee has been making
further investigations into the use of oil
fuel, and has experimented successfully
with such fuel in railway locomotives,
engines of all kinds, bakers’ ovens, and
cotton mills. That the experiments have
not been barren of practical results is
indicated by the statement that they
have led to the re-starting of two cotton
mills in Lancashire which had closed
down when their coal supplies were
exhausted; while ten vessels with oil-dri-
ven engines have left Sunderland to
bring coal from the continent. A whole-
sale conversion of locomotives or
engines for the consumption of oil fuel
would be outside the pale of practical
politics, so long as coal can he obtained
at anything approaching a reasonable
cost. What is, however, extremely likely
to happen is that in the construction of
new lines, new engines, and new vessels,
the present experience of the coal stop-
page will furnish additional reasons for
the adoption of oil-fuel apparatus or
electrification, as the case may be; while,
as regards electrification, a stimulus will
be given to the idea of utilising the
water-power resources of Great Britain.
Although these are not contingencies to
be reckoned with immediately on any
large scale, they should not be over-
looked by those concerned in the future
of the coal-mining industry. 

CCRROOWWDD  AATTTTAACCKKSS
RRAANNGGOOOONN  LLIIQQUUOORR
SSHHOOPPSS
A crowd of undesirables, incited by the
leaders of the anti-liquor and morality
movement now operating in Rangoon,
made an attack on the liquor shop of Li
Kan Shoo, in Fraser Street, at 9-40 last
night. The Chinese heard the crowd
approaching and closed the doors, but
some of the crowd rushed up to the
doors and tried to force them open. Mr.
Colquhoun, District Superintendent of
Police, and other police officers hurried
to the scene and were quickly followed
by the Inspector-General of Police, the
Commissioner of Police and other offi-
cials. The crowd was very turbulent and
one man, shouting “Maro, maro,”
attempted to assault an inspector of
police with a heavy club, but was pre-
vented and arrested. Police reinforce-
ments arrived and dispersed the crowds.

CCAALLCCUUTTTTAA
TTRRAAMMWWAAYYMMEENN''SS
BBRRIIEEFF  SSTTRRIIKKEE
A partial strike of the Calcutta tram dri-
vers and conductors, which only lasted a
few hours, occurred yesterday afternoon.
The conductors and drivers on the
Shambazar and Chitpore sections
ceased work at 2 P.M. owing to an alleged
assault on one of the drivers by a Euro-
pean assistant. All cars on these two lines
had stopped running by 2-30. This
caused great inconvenience to a large
number of Indians living on the outskirts
of the city, who were compelled either
to walk home or pay exorbitant fares
demanded by gharry drivers. Inquiries
were made by the Tramway authorities
and the men were informed that the
assistant referred to would be suspend-
ed, pending further investigation. The
men then returned to work and the tram
service was resumed at 5-30 P.M.

AAKKAALLIISS''  CCLLAAIIMM  TTOO
SSHHRRIINNEE  AATT  
NNAAUURRAANNGGAABBAADD
The Akalis, who had taken possession of
the shrine at Naurangabad, in the Amrit-
sar district, evacuated the shrine of their
own accord and the Mahant returned to
the shrine and took possession peace-
ably. Subsequently on April 30 the Akalis
assembled in order to retake possession.
The Mahant took steps to prevent the
entry of the Akalis, and at one time there
was danger that the situation might
develop seriously. The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Amritsar sent police to Nau-
rangabad he himself followed a few
hours later. He interviewed the Akalis
and pointed out to them the illegality of
their action in attempting to take pos-
session of the shrine against the wishes
of the Mahant, and after a short parley
the Akalis left Naurangabad.

PPEEAARRYY  CCHHAARRAANN
GGIIRRLLSS''  SSCCHHOOOOLL
In presenting his report at the prize dis-
tribution of the Peary Charan Girls'
School, which was held last evening at
the Indian Sangit Samaj in Cornwallis
Street, the Hon. Secretary mentioned
that besides their ordinary studies the
girls were taught to use the charka. The
improvement had been so marked that
the pupils of the sixth and second stan-
dards could spin up to half a chattak of
yarn in an hour and half. Another useful
art the girls were taught was needlework
in which also they had made good
progress. The Secretary complained that
there was lack of public support for the
institution, which was doing useful work
for Hindu girls.
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C
PI general secretary D RAJA
believes there will be huge
political churning at the
national and state levels after

the recent Assembly elections in five
states. The question of federalism will
become a key issue with the defeat of
the BJP in West Bengal, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu. The failure of the Left
parties to win even a single seat in the
West Bengal Assembly election is a
serious matter, he says, and this
should prompt the Left to seriously
review its assessment of the Bengal
situation and its  political line, strate-
gy and tactics. In an interview with
DEEPAK RAZDAN, Raja answers
questions on the implications of the
outcome of these crucial polls and the
manner these could affect future pol-
itics and alliances. Excerpts:

Q. What do the recent Assembly
election results show?

A. The myth created by the BJP-
RSS combine about the invincibility
of Narendra Modi has been broken
and shattered. People are rejecting
the BJP and its policies. This will mark
the beginning of BJP's defeat at the
Centre at the next Lok Sabha polls. It
is the beginning of the decline and
defeat of the BJP at the national level.

Q. Trinamul has swept the polls in
West Bengal, but BJP has got a good
foothold?

A. BJP has been defeated in Ben-
gal, despite the aggressive campaign
done by Modi and Amit Shah. They
could not make much advance. Peo-
ple did not accept the BJP. In the
given situation, the BJP has emerged
as the Opposition. It is of serious con-
cern, the Left will have to discuss. It is

of major concern for the entire Left
and the Congress. There should be
serious introspection within the Con-
gress and the Left.

Q. From having barely a few seats in
the previous Bengal Assembly, the
BJP has made a big jump this time?

A. But Amit Shah was claiming it
will be 200 plus for his party. No party
can take people for granted. It had
become routine for BJP taking peo-
ple or any region for granted. It is a
huge slap. 

Q. The non-BJP alliance could have
supported Trinamul Congress to
force another type of polarisation?

A. This is a serious political issue.
The Left will have to introspect on
this issue. The Congress will also have
to introspect. Does the Trinamul Con-
gress have any responsibility for such
a situation to develop in Bengal, let

us see. We need to discuss.

Q. Could such a situation develop by
the time of the next Lok Sabha
elections?

A. It is too early to say anything. It
is hypothetical at this time. After this
election, there will be huge political
churning at national level and in the
states. How this churning is going to
take place, how things are going to
emerge, one has to wait and see. 

Q. The Left gets it wrong every time
in West Bengal elections?

A. The Left not getting any seat
in the present election is a serious
matter. What is really happening,
and what is  happening to the
assessment of the Bengal situation,
the Left will have to seriously review
its assessment of the Bengal situa-
tion, its political line, strategy, tac-
tics.  

Q. Do you think the BJP will get more
aggressive now?

A. What aggressiveness BJP will
have? The Government is under
attack over Corona. This has exposed
failures of the Modi government. In
January 2020, the first  coronavirus
case appeared in India. The govern-
ment was then involved in giving a
red carpet welcome to US President
Trump. They could not take a serious
view of the pandemic situation and
plan out anything. The government
stands thoroughly exposed for its fail-
ures and incompetence. Now in the
elections, the people rejected the BJP.
How can they become aggressive. The
RSS and Sangh outfits can make some
type of communal tension or conflict
in the country, but I don't think the
BJP can become aggressive. It is in
power in Delhi, but people will not
allow anything.     

Q. Kerala voted for good governance,
but there was fear of BJP and its
Central government also?

A. People voted for the LDF for
its performance and committed ser-
vice to the people. At the same time,
the LDF has been fighting the BJP.
There was no fear of BJP, but people
did want that BJP should not have
any foothold in Kerala. That is to be
taken note of. BJP tried all its tricks,
but people of Kerala rejected. There
also Modi and Amit Shah cam-
paigned. They brought Metro Man.
People could not be hoodwinked.
These elections have exposed how
the BJP rule has become a misrule,
and it has undermined the federal
system of governance. The BJP rule at
the Centre has been centralising all
powers in its hands, encroaching
upon the rights of the state govern-
ments, and snatching away the rights
of the state governments and deny-

ing what is due to them.

Q.Will strong states like West Bengal,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu strengthen
federalism?

A. The question of federalism will
become a crucial, critical question in
the coming days. India is a diverse
country. States have elected govern-
ments. The Constitution is there. The
BJP does not respect the Constitution,
Constitutional values and morality.
That is why the question of federal-
ism becomes very crucial. The recent
elections in Kerala and Tamil Nadu
show people will not succumb to the
pressure of Central government and
they cannot be taken for granted as
appendages. Centre-state relations
will have to be reviewed and strength-
ened. The Centre cannot override the
state governments. Even for that mat-
ter, the Governor's offices cannot be
used to promote the Centre's policies.  

Q. Next year, Uttar Pradesh goes to
polls, you will  have to face
polarisation again?

A. The Uttar Pradesh government
has become a failure. There is no law
and order. Crimes against women,
against Dalits, minorities, particularly
Muslims, are on the rise. In the name
of conversion, in the name of “Love-
jihad”, the Adityanath government has
unleashed an attack on people. Even
democratic rights of journalists and
activists are under attack. Uttar
Pradesh will be a big challenge for BJP
next year. Even Punjab is going to polls
next year. The secular-democratic
forces would have to rise to the occa-
sion. Uttar Pradesh is a crucial state.
The BJP cannot get back to power, if
you analyse the situation in the state.
The BJP cannot have the support of
the people. All secular democratic par-
ties have learnt lessons.

OCCASIONAL  NOTE

AACCRROOSSSS
1 Low part of track coming 

to round lake with fish (7,4)
9 Pole holding female's 

jacket in an emergency (3,4)
10 Kind of wine relative 

knocked back, bagging 
university degrees (7)

11 One sporting yellow 
bloomers caught in pub – is
she sozzled? (9)

12 Bucolic couple of rivers (5)
13 Club but no ball for a round

(4)
14 Gauge still a distance 

across the Atlantic (10)
16 Hardliner saw stars (10)
19 Heading for insolvency 

again, one has a large bill (4)

22 Order is completely 
uncommunicative? (3-2)

23 Around entrance, holding 
sparkly white dress down (9)

24 Pavilion is earmarked to 
host fete (7)

25 Imitating reggae with 
Norway's head of state (7)

26 Recalling car that's broken 
on trail (11)

DDOOWWNN  
1 A number fancy gathering 

in French square (4,2,5-4)
2 The Führer picked up the 

pieces in Berlin (6)
3 Time stops where Naomi 

appears to be Frank (2,5)
4 Comfortable about stifling 

report (7)

5 Like to keep jade stuff in 
changed forms (8)

6 A sickly brunette's out for 
reassurance (8,7)

7 Bill's about to think, unlike 
Queen Victoria? (6)

8 Stable employee stole 
pants put on queen (6)

15 Result of clot and me limbo
dancing round south (8)

16 It's a pity American needs 
return fare from Asia (6)

17 Hannibal leading 
Carthaginian's last stand (7)

18 Struts of wood always 
aboard ship (7)

20 Back outspoken comic 
writer (6)

21 Irrational former official of 
Rome (6)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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‘There will be political churning’

VINATI SUKHDEV

A
recent article in The Atlantic
on the nature of friendship in
the western world got me
thinking. In a rare quantita-

tive analysis of the nature of friend-
ships, it concluded that an average
American has 16 people they call
friends of which three are friends for
life and five are people they really like.
The rest (eight) are people they have
transactional relationships with.
These were people who could provide
help in career advancement or be
helpful because they lived in the
neighbourhood. It goes on to differ-
entiate between ‘real’ friends and
‘deal’ friends and concludes that
‘deal’ friends are expedient relation-
ships and are therefore not the source
of joy or satisfaction through life.
Sure, so what’s new? We know a bor-
rowed cup of sugar is useful but will it
sweeten the long journey of life –
heck, no!

So, what makes Indians different?
My theory is that we have far more
real friends – some more loosely
aligned through life than others – and
they bring us a lot more lasting joy,
satisfaction and comfort. The first is
the purely pragmatic aspect – a large
network leads to more opportunities
in a society built on hierarchy and
closed off to free and fair competi-
tion. Jobs, marriages and these days
sadly, even medicines and hospital
beds are procured through a large
network of friends. And while these
friends are certainly useful and expe-
dient and therefore fit The Atlantic’s
definition of ‘deal’ friends, they are
actually much more than that.

These are relationships that are
lovingly invested in for many decades
through school and college and
beyond. Some start off as colleagues
in a first job, others as the children of
our parents’ friends, yet others as our
children’s friends’ parents. Yet once
they become real friends, their value
is intrinsic in themselves – not in
what they can get us. Sure, they can
theoretically get us a lot of favours. I
can count a high court judge, several
ambassadors, India’s leading lawyer, a
self-made tech billionaire, an award-
winning author and a serving minis-
ter amongst friends I have acquired
through one of the categories men-
tioned above.

Being highly intelligent and

interesting people, they have brought
colour and richness to my life wher-
ever I have lived. Through the years
and with increasing global intercon-
nectedness, their emails, their what-
sapp messages, and even their social
media accounts have been the source
of pleasure and pride. I have seen
their children grow up and get mar-
ried. I have attended some of the
weddings or seen photos on Face-
book if I have not. I have blessed the
children and felt blessed that I could
share the family’s joy. It has been a
journey of parallel lives.

However, the story would not be
complete without other friends I have
had and held onto for decades, who
are totally different from me. They
have lived unconventional lives, on
their own terms. And I have no hesi-
tation in saying they have given me
equal joy. Just seeing life from another
perspective is so rewarding. I met one
such friend from my first job a few
weeks ago. We were meeting after 36
years, he had reminded me on the
phone. ‘Do you have decent internet’
were my first words to him. ‘You have
become fat’ were his to me and then
with one Covid-defying hug we
resumed our interrupted relationship
with affection, mutual respect and
lots of joy.

While my daughter carried on
with her business zoom calls to Lon-
don on his excellent Wifi, David and I
had tea and caught up on three
decades of life. The informality, the
right even, with which I could walk
into his home, after such a long time
and no contact, was not accidental.
The seeds had been sown long ago
when we used to meet almost every
evening after work and had once
spent the night stuck in a ferris wheel
that broke down – staring at the night
sky and thinking about the future.

What makes us treasure our
friendships more than the Americans
sampled in The Atlantic? I believe it is
our multi-nodal view of ourselves. We
Indians see ourselves at the centre of a

constantly orbiting set of relationships
that jostle for attention. We are mami
to one set of children, chachi to anoth-
er set. We are daughters and sons but
also nieces and nephews. We are also
parents (for life, no matter how old the
children are) but also grandchildren in
a long, unbroken family line. We see
ourselves as part of the jungle gym of
criss-crossing relationships that make
up Indian family life. And friends are
family we choose to have. They are
awarded the same privileges and
more. The ultimate compliment given
to a friend is ‘he/she is like family to
us’. Again, a commonly used phrase,
but it reveals a lot about us as a people.
We give unconditional love and sup-
port to our friends, just as we do to our
families, and put them at the centre of
our lives.

And while Indian mythology is
replete with tales of sibling rivalry and
internecine war such as the Mahab-
harata and Ramayana – friendship is
almost always deified and eulogised.
Whether it is the mythical Sudama-
Krishna friendship, or a Bollywood
‘dosti’ it is founded in love and meant
to last forever. It has no purpose or
goal except that of caring for the

friend.
Contrast this world view with

that of a western person as described
by The Atlantic. The centre of the
western person’s life is the unit they
build with their romantic partner. All
other relationships, including parents
and children are meant to wither
away during the course of life. Par-
ents recede in importance as they
grow older, children become less piv-
otal as they leave the nest. Cousins
are complete strangers and uncles
and aunts come once a year – like
Christmas. What chance do friends
have in this scheme of things? A
romantic pairing at the centre of the
world leaves little room for any other
kind of rewarding relationship. Yes,
there are social ‘other couple’ friends
but the talk is of vacations and golf.
Skimming the surface rather than div-
ing deep into what they really think
or feel.

However, friendship has been
shown to impact happiness time and
again and accounts for almost 60 per
cent of the difference in happiness
amongst people. Little wonder then
that the Atlantic article seeks to help
people feeling dissatisfied with their

friendships with a to-do list.
“Make a list of the people in your

life with whom you feel comfortable
discussing personal details”

While most Americans surveyed
struggled to come up with a few
names, most Indians would struggle
to limit the number. We are an open
and emotional lot after all!

“The American men surveyed
seem to base their relationships
around shared interests or work while
the women base their friendships on
emotional and social support and the
women’s model was considered more
satisfying in the long run.”

In the case of Indians, both men
and women seek and give emotional
support to friends. Male friendships
are often strong in the Indian context
in fact, as men have traditionally had
more financial muscle and more
independence with regard to actions.
I have several friends whose hus-
bands take golfing holidays or
trekking trips with their male buddies
without taking their wives along. The
Indian sisterhood is catching on slow-
ly as Indian girls earn and exert them-
selves.

The article encourages people to
make friends through turning up at
places like churches or charities – in
other words, relationships founded
on giving rather than receiving.

I am not suggesting we Indians
are perfect but we do have an innate
understanding of investing in rela-
tionships. So, when we hum along to
the immortal Sholay song ‘yeh dosti
hum nahin todenge’ we are not see-
ing Dharmendra and Amitabh on a
rickety motorcycle with a sidecar, we
are remembering our own youthful,
windswept faces as we had fun with
friends and swore undying loyalty to
each other. And in our own way, with-
out any accompanying Bollywood
drama, we have mostly kept our
promises!

The writer lives in London and is the author
of East or West: An NRI mother’s manual on
how to bring up desi children overseas.  
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