TRENDING

The troplcal modernist-
inspired feature wall wears

an oxide finish. A distressed
concrate planter, a monolithic
spout, metal pouffes and
oarthy wall lights by Harshita
Jhamtani complete the setting

The semi-outdoor transltional space connects the existing residence to the

revamped terrace. Achromatic oxide-finished walls serve as a backdrop for

the dazzling kumkum box and the swing by Length Breadth Helght. The rug
Is & Jalpur Rugs design
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Raising
The Bar

THIS HYDERABAD VILLA’S
TERRACE BAR, DESIGNED BY
NAAV STUDIO, IS A DAZZLING
ESCAPE BY STARLIGHT

uring the day, Pallavi Chanamolu and Pras-
ad Yerneni's terrace remains camouflaged
against the city, Only when the sun goes
down and the moon makes an appearance does it
glitter to lite, its sparkling pendants and antique
artefacts holding a mirror to the twilight, and later,
o the abiding stars, "As the space was going Lo be
used mostly in the evenings, we blended the built
form into the environment,” says Varsha Reddy,
co-founder and  principal of  Hyderabad-based
NaaV Studio, who was tapped by Pallavi and Pras-
ad to give their terrace a fun(ctional) makeover.
As sell-professed hosts with the most, the cou-
e (she is a homemaker, he Is an entrepreneur)
knew exactly what they wanted —at least in lerms

SATEH

YEL TALAWADEK AR PHOTOS BY MONMIKA

I NA

AN

SHP

WORDS BY VAIS



of the layout. *A semi-covered sealing area, an
open-air dining table, al fresco seating and lots of
greencry were some of the requirements,” remenm-
bers Varsha, who designed various lavouts, hig and
small, that could work together or independently to
suit the occasion,

With sunset tones, sorbet sandstone Hooring
and a gauzy woven pergola, the rooftop bar chan-
nels a beachside getaway—il beachside getawayvs
had attached bars. An amorphous bar counter
channels an underwater seamount, while the am-
phitheatre appears as if imaginary waves lapped
up their colour and went on their way. Likewise,
the walls wear a textured oxide linish, which transi-
tions from a light beige in the bar arca to a mustard
bevond.

In a bid to keep the space invisible during the
day. Varsha dialed down the decor. opting for deco-
rative lights and objets dart that conjured a tropical
modern look. Of course, the invisibility caveat didn’t
apply to the bar, which she and her team assembled
from an oolitic limestone coral block that weighed
about L5 tonnes. “Even with a team of 15, and af-
ler having exhausted almost every trick in the book.
we could hardly move the bloek into place” laughs
Varsha, “We had to eventually call in backup.” The
coral curiosity is flanked by a standing limestone
counter on one side and a metallic fin storage unit
on the other. The result is a 15-foot-long bar unit
that serves as the crown jewel of the terrace,

OF eourse, the rooftop makeover was not with-
out its challenges. “The first problem area was
finding space for a stairease to link the existing res-
recalls Varsha, adding that
the only other way up was a Himsy ladder that was
always threatening to give way. Luckily, she soon
found a work-around, turning the study room into
a semi-outdoor transitional space to accommo-
date the stairs. “Another challenge was to create
a landscape pocket with seating on the rooftop. A
new sunken slab was cast to accommaodate the soil,

idence to the terrace,

plants and drainage,” she explains,

For Pallavi and Prasad, the terrace is equal-
ly ideal for boisterous gatherings and intimate
soirdées, So no matter the guest list, there'’s always
something—and  somewhere—to  celebrate. ¢

Instagram: @naav_studio
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Frem top: Buttercup yellow fleoring meets peachy pink
walls in the amphitheatre; A small archway leads into a
restroom defined by peachy-pink hues. The vanity is a

custom design
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