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Lexington voter registrar Jackie Harris is working to make sure elections in 2022 go on “without a hitch.” 

 

When asked what she sees as the biggest potential threat to the electoral process, Harris cited the essential need for 

voters to maintain confidence in the electoral process. 

 

“The greatest risk to the entire process would be the loss of people’s willingness and ability to trust in what is 

happening,” she says. Political factors, including disputed claims of widespread voter fraud in the 2020 presidential 

election and the subsequent attack on the U.S. Capitol have fueled voter mistrust in some segments of the 

population. 

 

Harris, a seasoned elections veteran of 31 years, was appointed by the Lexington Electoral Board last August to 

complete a four-year term as the director of elections and general registrar for the city. 

 

She leads a two-person office that serves roughly 4,000 eligible voters. Along with her professional counterparts in 

neighboring jurisdictions Rockbridge County and Buena Vista, she is working to build and restore faith in the 

electoral process. 

 

All three local jurisdictions, along with the rest of the newly reconfigured 6th Congressional District, will be 

administering a Republican congressional primary election on Tuesday, June 21, a contest that pits incumbent U.S. 

Rep. Ben Cline against challenger Merritt Hale. The 6th Congressional District Democratic Committee selected 

their candidate through another nomination process and will not have a primary election on this date. 

 

Across the nation, election officials have been leaving the profession in historic numbers. A 2022 Brennan Center 

for Justice study found one in five local election officials say they are likely to quit before 2024. According to that 

study, there are four primary areas of concern leading to this exodus, including “violent threats against election 

workers and their families; disinformation about election administration; partisan and political interference; and 

challenges to keeping and recruiting talented workers committed to fairness in elections.” 

 

Harris said the estimates about the rate at which election officials are leaving are likely higher as election 

administration is increasingly perceived as a political process rather than an administrative one. 

 

“In the last several years, we have seen across the nation a lot more interest from the political side in how elections 

are run,” Harris said. “That is not inherently a bad thing as long as we – politicians, administrators and the public – 

work together to ensure fair, safe and secure elections that citizens can believe in. We need to build up, not tear 

down.” 

 

Harris says she hopes to “turn the tide” away from the politicization of her role. “We strive to perform our duties in 

a way that inspires confidence and trust in the electoral process. We want the public to understand that the people 

they see at the polls are their fellow citizens performing this [election work] with integrity.” 

 

Harris has a somewhat unique perspective on elections, having done her job in various parts of the country, and even 

overseas. Harris, now in her 60s, worked for nine years as the deputy registrar in Albemarle County before 

becoming the general registrar of that locality for an additional five years. She then served as the director of 

elections for Fairfax County for three years. Later, she worked as policy director for former West Virginia Secretary 

of State Natalie Tennant; has spoken before Congress on election topics; and has presented to numerous groups 

including the American Bar Association and the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. She 

spent several years working with an organization to improve voting opportunities for military voters and voters with 

disabilities. 

 

Harris served as acting registrar in Albemarle County on several occasions while her predecessor participated in 

overseas election observation missions, an opportunity she later engaged in herself. Harris was part of the official 
U.S. election observation missions to Afghanistan in 2009 and 2010. 



“I have been to elections where I’m wearing a helmet and a flak jacket, where we have ‘shooters’ with us to protect 

our safety,” Harris said. “You just never think, coming back to the U.S. that we would ever see threats of violence 

close to what you might have felt in Afghanistan.” 

 

Harris returned to Virginia several years ago for personal reasons. “All my grandbabies were being born in 

Virginia,” Harris said. “So I was looking for an opportunity to change paths.” 

 

Harris, in her first year, is still getting acquainted with the Lexington area before making an outreach plan. 

 

“Through explaining what we do, we are getting more people engaged and letting them know we are here to help 

however we can,” Harris said. “I know my colleagues around the nation are very intent on making sure that all 

parties who should be engaged are given that opportunity.” 

 

“I have yet to establish an outreach agenda where I could speak to local groups,” said Harris. “Normally, I would 

present to university classes, local K-12 schools, and local civic organizations. I’m still getting my feet wet here and 

want to collaborate with my two neighboring localities.” 

 

Harris’ bigger goal for the 2022 midterms is to partner with these other localities to perform an information 

campaign leading up to the general election in November. Harris hopes this partnership includes outreach to the 

three local universities. 

 

“I would love to have a partnership that establishes creative and meaningful ways of talking about civic education 

with student groups,” she said. 

 

Younger voters turn out at the lowest rates nationwide – just 51 percent of 18-21-year-olds voted in the 2020 

election while turnout was highest among those ages 65-74, according to U.S. Census data. 

 

Information about new district lines and polling locations are available from local voter registration offices and at 

the Virginia Department of Elections website: https:// www.elections.virginia.gov. 

 

Voters may also contact their local voter registration offices or the state Department of Elections website for 

information on the June 21 primary election or the Tuesday, Nov. 8 general election. 

 

In-person early voting begins 45 days before the election and voters may register to vote or apply for no-excuse 

mail-in absentee ballots online. 

http://www.elections.virginia.gov/

