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Echelon Resource’s proposal to develop the Spotswood site was recommended by City Manager Jim Halasz last 

Thursday night, despite broad public pushback at a public hearing that night. 

 

Lexington City Council chose to not act on the recommendation, with members saying that this was the first time 

they heard the recommendation. They pledged to continue the public discussion at the next Council meeting on 

April 21. 

 

Halasz’s recommendation comes after a review of responses from Echelon Resources and the Spotswood 

Collaborative to six criteria laid out by City Council for developing the Spotswood site. 

 

The plans were evaluated “based on direct responses to criteria indicated, the helpfulness of the information 

provided in the response, the comprehensive nature of the information provided, and the degree to which the 

information provided demonstrated a history of successful development of the nature sought by the city,” Halasz 

said. 

 

Some citizens who spoke at the meeting Thursday strongly disapproved of the method of recommendation with 

some calling it “appalling.” 

 

A letter with the criteria was sent to the developers on March 29 and asked them to explain how they would meet the 

criteria. Halasz said the developers had until April 3 to respond. 

 

Echelon responded the next day on March 30 with a detailed response to each criterion as well as providing many 

references that spoke highly on their behalf. Meanwhile, it took the Spotswood Collaborative until April 4 – a day 

late – to respond. The Collaborative’s response was less than two pages of answers to the criteria and failed to 

provide any references, he said. 

 

In his evaluation to City Council, Halasz said that only one group, Echelon, “has the demonstrated results that 

indicate success across a broad range of multi-family apartment communities.” 

 

While the Spotswood Collaborative comprised “an excellent local representation of the talent and energy of our 

local design and development professionals, the Spotswood Collaborative does not have this level of experience and 

success in this development sector,” Halasz wrote in his report. 

 

All 16 members of the public who spoke on the Spotswood site Thursday night expressed their strong disagreement 

with Halasz’s recommendation. 

 

One of the many criticisms is that Echelon’s proposal for a three-story, 62-apartment complex would wreck the 

aesthetics of the Lexington community. 

 

“Lexington depends on its charm to attract revenue,” Nan Wolf said. “A project in close proximity to our historic 

cemetery in downtown may be every bit as important as the revenue it produces.” 

 

Elizabeth Boetsch, vice president of the Historic Lexington Foundation, said that the “Spotswood Collaborative has 

made a significant effort to weave the complex into the fabric of the community… based upon the Echelon drawings 

provided, Historic Lexington Foundation finds no similar sensitivity.” 

 

Many citizens emphasized their belief in the need for homes and condominiums, not apartments at the Spotswood 

site. Also, many citizens wanted City Council to choose the Spotswood Collaborative because it is a group of local 

builders. 

 

“I know how important it is for our economy to support local constructs,” Suzanne Rice said. “The Spotswood 

Collaborative… understands and respects our city. We trust them.” 



Councilman Charles Aligood agreed, saying “I think the purpose [of Spotswood proper ties] should be for the 

people who live and work here and not be absentee owners.” 
However, Councilman David Sigler outlined what he saw as a drawback to the Collaborative. 

 

“The Spotswood Collaborative in their own right have never worked together before,” Sigler said. The Spotswood 

Collaborative, a group of local architects, landscapers, engineers and developers, had submitted three proposals for 

the city-owned 2.3 acres beside the Piovano Building during a second round of proposal submissions last fall. 

Edward Gaskin, president of Echelon Resources who had submitted an unsolicited proposal for the property in 

January 2021, submitted a new proposal at that time as well. 

 

Echelon’s proposal would build 62 apartment units in a three-story building while the Spotswood Collaborative’s 

proposal is more flexible, currently offering to build condominiums or even apartments. 

 

Almost all City Council members seemed to agree on the need for apartment properties rather than 

homes or condominiums. 

 

“Housing is not going to fit well on two acres whereas we can do a rental unit,” Councilwoman Leslie Straughan 

said. “We need transitional housing… Condominiums are not going to meet our needs when it comes to transitional 

housing. 

 

“We truly need apartments.” 


