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Washington and Lee University’s newly amended master plan has officially scrapped the school’s intention to 
rebuild housing in what is known as the McLaughlin triangle. It comes in the wake of public pushback from 
residents against the proposed additional housing. 
 
At the Lexington Planning Commission meeting last Thursday, members peppered W&L officials with new 
questions about plans to redesign traffic patterns and build a parking deck as a part of their master plan.  
 
The proposed master plan would route traffic one-way from the corner of Washington Street and Lee Avenue to 
W&L’s service tunnel. Also, a new parking deck would be built along Lee Avenue with a deck at street level and 
two lower decks. 
 
W&L officials believe that redesign traffic patterns would help reduce the expected increase in the flow of 
pedestrians, when a new admissions and financial aid building, situated alongside a new Williams School of 
Commerce, Economics and Politics, are built. As part of the construction, officials said that all overhead utilities 
would be moved underground as well. 
 
“Another thing it [making traffic one way] allows us to do is to facilitate some better pedestrian crossings,” Tom 
Kalasky, executive director of university facilities, said. “[When] we put the new Williams School over here and 
admissions and financial aid, it will create more traffic across Washington Street, pedestrian traffic.” 
 
Some on the Planning Commission said that they were skeptical the changes would help everyone. 
 
“When you say traffic calming, I’m concerned that the traffic that’s calming is the two-way traffic that is most 
useful to members of the community that goes beyond W&L people traveling,” Nicholas Betts said. 
 
Currently, the street sees a considerable number of students cross it daily because it sits between the two freshman 
dormitories, is on the street where the popular café at the Hillel House is located, and because it is a “drop-off spot” 
for many students. 
 
“A lot of students cross up here because this is residential,” Kalasky said. “They’re going between Graham-Lees and 
Gaines … [and] with the Hillel House, there’s a lot of traffic along the sidewalks as well.” 
 
Around 40% of W&L undergraduate students major in academic areas housed in the Williams School. Even more 
students end up taking a class in the school at some point in their undergraduate career. 
 
“A large percentage of our undergraduates go through the Williams School, whether it’s for accounting 101 or 
economics or something,” Kalasky said. 
 
Also, W&L officials outlined the master plan’s aim of constructing a new parking garage along Lee Avenue next to 
a proposed institutional history museum. The garage would have a deck at street level and two lower decks and 
would be shared between students and the community. 
 
Many on the Planning Commission were concerned about how the combined effects of the parking garage and the 
one-way street would impact the flow of traffic on the already busy Nelson Street. 
 
“I think on the one-way option, there is a concern about what the spillover effects will be for Nelson Street, which is 
the one east-west link that we have,” Commission member John Driscoll said. 
 
W&L officials responded that a traffic study was already underway to determine the effects of the proposed changes 
but said it was not complete yet. 
 
Kalasky said the study is in “phase two.” “So they’re going to go back and revisit the data that they collected a year 
and a half ago and validate that that’s still accurate.” 



 
University officials emphasized that approval of the master plan did not mean approval of all of its projects. 
 
“Each of these buildings will require building permits, site plan approvals, and some other buildings will require 
conditional use permits,” Kalasky said. 
 
Commission member Blake Shester recused himself from the discussion on the master plan, citing a potential 
conflict of interest since his wife is a W&L professor.  
 
The full master plan will go before City Council April 7. 
  


