
Hope After Genocide 
Globally, over 700 million people live in extreme poverty and the highest poverty rates 

are found in small, fragile, and conflict-ridden countries. One of these countries is Cambodia. In 
1975, the Khmer Rouge invaded Phnom Phen, ending a five-year civil war. The Khmer Rouge 
was a communist regime, supported by the North Vietnamese. Led by a man named Pol Pot, they 
sought to return Cambodia to the Middle Ages and to create an agricultural utopia. But this 
utopia came at a high price. Pol Pot quickly isolated his people from the rest of the world, 
leaving the outside world oblivious to the atrocities occurring in Cambodia. He began by 
targeting those with an education, viewing them as a threat to his power. Teachers, lawyers, 
doctors, politicians, and anyone with a degree were sent to a prison camp. In the four years that 
the Khmer Rouge was in power, over 25% of Cambodia's population was murdered. Most of 
those people were educated in some way, leaving the country without any guidance. In the fall of 
2018, Get HOPE Global put together a team to help reintroduce education to the women of the 
country.  

 
 I had been 18 for one month when I was asked to join the 
team as their photographer. I spent five days meeting and 

loving women from all around Cambodia. Each one of 
them shared a dream, the re-education of their people. 

They were passionate and driven, unbending in their hope 
for their broken country. However, there was one woman 
who stood out above the rest, Simone. She quickly took 
me under her wing, making sure I ate enough food, and 

always greeting me with a hug and a kiss. It was the 
vision of this amazing woman that brought Get HOPE to 

Cambodia. Simone fled Cambodia when the Khmer 
Rouge took over, but she was the only one in her family 
to survive. Simone said she had sworn that she would 

never come back to Cambodia. I will never forget what 
she said next. Looking at me with tears in her eyes, 

Simone said that the only thing that brought her back to 
Cambodia was the realization that nothing was 

impossible with God. She cried as she told me that she 
believes Cambodia was not beyond help, but rather 
through Christ and the education of young people, 
everything could change. The faces of a whole new 
generation that has the opportunity to reshape their 

country and all they need are the correct tools to do so. 
HOPE is providing these tools. Since my trip in 2018, 

HOPE has approved over 50 loans in Cambodia.  
 

According to UNESCO, a shocking 130 million girls between the ages of 6 and 17 will 
not enter a classroom this year. 17 million of those girls will never enter a classroom. 17 million 
girls this year alone will never learn the alphabet, much less learn to read or write. Instead, many 

of these girls will be sold into human trafficking or forced into child marriages. Per day, more 
than 41,000 girls under the age of 18 are forced into marriages and most of these girls will never 
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finish high school. Education is essential to the growth and development of countries. It is what 
brings people out of poverty, saves them from human trafficking, and restores dignity. This is 

what Get HOPE Global does. They provide practical and sustainable resources to end the cycle 
of poverty by empowering women and girls. Founded in 2008 by Ruth Craig, the organization 

began as the dream of a group of sorority sisters. Dismayed and discouraged by the treatment of 
women around the world, this group of 8 decided to create a non-profit run by women, for 

women. 12 years later, the organization has grown beyond what they could've ever dreamed of. 
Get HOPE Global is present in 17 countries and 4 continents. In 2020 alone the organization was 

able to provide funding for 354 new businesses and granted over $36,000 in loans. 
Because of the opportunities HOPE programs provide, women all around the world can pay for 
school fees, put food on the table, and clothe their children without having to sell themselves, or 
their daughters, into trafficking. HOPE is helping to ensure that the next generation of women, in 

Cambodia and all over the world, are living lives filled with hope. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the women in 
Cambodia who 
received a loan from 
HOPE. 


