
 
The Great Kiwi Road Trip 

 

 
 
Hiring a vehicle to take in the beautiful sights of New Zealand is an exciting 
adventure that locals like to call the great Kiwi road trip.  
 
Unless you are going on a tour with many restrictions, the best way to see the 
country is by driving. There are many advantages to hiring a car, minivan, 
campervan, or motorhome.  
 
When you self-drive, you have freedom. You can stop at the many quaint New 
Zealand towns to go shopping, see tourist attractions, enjoy traditional food and 
buy souvenirs as you please. Stopping to buy local products like fruits, vegetables, 
wine, cheese and honey will be a highlight of your trip. You will meet local 
farmers and gather delicious flavors to enjoy over the scenic days of your trip that 
will surely follow.  
 
The scenery is spectacular in the land of the long white cloud with rolling hills, 
vast mountain ranges, wide-open fields and stunning lakes. You can also expect to 



see breathtaking fjords, pristine beaches, unique geothermal activity and lots of 
sheep. Any time you want to stop for a photo, you can. 
 
In New Zealand, they drive on the left side of the road. That will be the most 
challenging part if you are used to driving on the right side. But it's not as scary as 
it sounds. After a few days of driving carefully on the left side, your mind will 
adapt and you will relax and be just fine. Start your road trip with short legs so you 
can gradually build up your confidence.  
 
Phone apps can help you navigate your way around. For directions, you can use 
Google maps as you would at home. Weather apps are great, so you can see if bad 
weather is looming and plan your travel days accordingly to avoid driving in heavy 
rain or snow.  
 
Road conditions in New Zealand are good. Motorways and roads are signposted 
well and there are many passing lanes or areas to pull over if you wish to let traffic 
pass you. There are gravel and narrow roads in some rural areas and you need to 
take special care driving coastal roads, which can be windy. That is why it's 
important to map out a travel plan in advance, so you are only driving in areas you 
are comfortable with.  
 
For nighttime, there are reflective signs and road markings to guide the way. The 
maximum speed in any area is 100 km/hour and you need to slow down on 
approach to towns and school areas and it's always signposted. Perhaps one of the 
trickiest things for NZ visitors (apart from driving on the left) is the round-a-bouts 
that many towns have on the outskirts or town centers.  
 
Before you rent your vehicle to travel to New Zealand, you'll normally be shown a 
road safety video or given a road rule guide. Or you can find them online to study 
before you arrive. Insurance is included and compulsory, as is showing the driver's 
license issued in your country or international driving permit.  
 
On your journey on the country roads, you might come across some nature 
crossing the roads. It could be a farmer moving a herd of cows or a wild rabbit on 
the move. You might also see law enforcement along the way. Police patrol the 
roads and there are often hidden speed cameras and if you were speeding, you 
would get the ticket from the rental company when you returned the vehicle.  
 
The towns in NZ are quite close together. Even though many are small 
communities, you don't need to go too far before finding a place to seek directions, 



fuel up or take a break to stretch your legs. It's not difficult to find a public 
bathroom and most cafes and restaurants have them also. 
 
If this is your first time going sightseeing on a road trip, it is natural to feel a little 
apprehensive. But driving in New Zealand is quite easy as frankly there isn't much 
traffic on the roads except during peak times in the major cities. Even then, it's 
quiet compared to many other metropolitan cities in the world.  
 
You will be a confident driver after just a day or two on the road. It is easy to find 
your way around and locals are very friendly and helpful if you need directions.  
 
Drop us a line if you would like more information on travel in New Zealand and if 
you have any questions about driving the quiet Kiwi roads, we would be happy to 
reply. 
 

 
 


