
Networking in the New Normal 

Networking is one of the best ways to broaden your opportunities. Whether you are looking for work, 

seeking new marketing opportunities to grow your brand, or hoping to find a community of other 

likeminded professionals, networking is incredibly important to your professional world. The pandemic 

has undeniably changed the way we network by creating uncertainty around large, in person gatherings, 

at least for now. Let’s explore how to create a powerful network in the new normal, both online and 

locally. 

Get Social 

In an increasingly virtual world, online networking has become dominant. Freshen up your social media 
presence; websites like LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram are prime channels to find job 
postings, hear from industry leaders, and keep up with those already in your network. Whether it’s 
personal, for your business, keep your social media profiles up to date with recent developments and 
accomplishments. This shows others you are engaged on the site. It works both ways, also allowing 
others to check out who you are and what you have achieved when you make the first contact. 
According to a panel from Forbes, taking such to maintain a vibrant and professional social media 
presence are “the most effective ways to ensure that networking online is successful.” 

Video Networking 

Do you want an interaction similar to face-to-face, but at a safe distance, or even from a totally different 

time zone? Networking on platforms such as Zoom, Google Meet, and Webex allow for as close to the 

experience of in-person meetings as you can get from a distance. However, these platforms come with 

there own set of issues to keep in mind. Try to be conscious of your surroundings; make sure nothing 

distracting is in view of camera and try to reduce ambient noise as much as possible. Additionally, be 

aware of the lighting around you. Intense lighting coming from behind you can make it difficult for 

camera to see your face; lighting place in front of you and behind your device can make you easily visible 

on camera. It’s a good idea to open the camera on whatever device you are using to check what you and 

your surroundings look like, as well as how clearly you appear on screen, before any video conference.  

Focus on Building a Relationship 

While reaching out to others on social media can help you grow your professional network, remember, 
even in a digital world, it’s all about human connection. It’s important to take time to focus on the 
personal, according to networking experts like J. Kelly Hoey, who suggests that networkers, “think about 
how you can just proactively do little touchpoints and outreach.” Doing so, even virtually, through a 
casual check-in to see how they are doing outside of their professional life, having a video call cup of 
coffee, or just a quick chat about personal interests like sports or movies can help establish an even 
more meaningful connection, particularly during these tumultuous and isolating times. Reaching out to 
build a more personal connection can amplify the value of your professional relationship with a peer. 

When building a relationship, don’t be afraid use the classics. A thank you letter or email as a follow up 
can go a long way in showing appreciation for someone’s time. If someone does a huge favor for you, 
maybe add in a small gift. A virtual gift card to a store they like or a donation in their name to a charity 
they care about are excellent ways to show appreciation while remaining at a safe distance. 

Think Local 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbusinesscouncil/2021/01/06/14-professional-tips-for-networking-during-a-pandemic/?sh=594aab2f37c8


Additionally, you can expand your network by participating in local events for your business community. 

Groups and associations can help you establish yourself or your business among area professionals. 

Bring part of a local association like GOA has many benefits: in-person and online events to expand your 

network, access to resources and opportunities to promote your business, and an instant community of 

professionals. 

There’s an additional advantage, too: advocacy. Local policymakers and legislation clearly have an effect 

on your business. By working with nearby professionals to learn about local legislation and advocate for 

yourselves, you can network to achieve a common goal. The value of this is stressed by Knockout 

Networking founder Michael Goldberg, who, in an interview, suggests “get involved on a committee or 

project to forge deeper relationships.” 

Networking hasn’t gone anywhere, just changed a bit, and the value of a having a robust network of 

professionals is clear. If you are looking to further your career, market your business, utilizing online 

platforms and finding kinship through regional business association are crucial strategies to use in 

the new normal.  

https://web.thegoa.com/events
https://www.fastcompany.com/90597505/how-to-keep-your-professional-network-active-during-the-pandemic

