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 Goals for the Interview 
 For this interview, I hoped to become more knowledgeable about the overall career, as well as 
 the writing process of becoming an editor. Even though Meredith was a freelance editor, which is 
 not the type of editing that I would like to do in my professional career, she had insight into the 
 ins and outs of the career. Additionally, I wanted to make some connections in the field.  Editors 
 practice based on who they know, which is why making contacts now is so important. I wanted 
 to become more known to others in the area. 

 Narrative of the Interview 
 Before choosing Meredith as my interviewee, I went on a search to find the perfect person for 
 this. One of my contacts fell through, so I knew that searching for a freelance editor would be the 
 best choice. I searched on Linkedin and found Meredith’s email. She practices in Charlottesville, 
 but has a lot of experience. She worked for a publishing house and for herself, so I knew that I 
 wanted to get in touch with her. I emailed her and she responded relatively quickly. We could not 
 meet face to face, but instead scheduled the interview over Google Meet. 

 Impressions of the Interview 
 In my opinion, our interview went quite well. The conversation flowed well, and I felt that she 
 was easy to talk to. She was eager and enthusiastic about answering my questions, as well as 
 giving me advice for the future. There was not a time where she felt uncomfortable, nor did she 
 make the environment awkward. I felt that Meredith was just as much interested in me as I was 
 in her, which allowed the environment to feel safe. Meeting in person would be the only aspect 
 of our conversation that I wish would have happened. While we were still able to have a genuine 
 conversation, I still wished that I was able to meet her. Overall, the interview was enjoyable and 
 informative. 

 Impact of the Interview 
 Th  e  first talking point that I wanted to ask Meredith  Tennant was about her day-to-day life. 
 Because editors have different clients constantly in their rotation, it can be difficult to talk about 
 a routine. However, Meredith’s responsibilities are an array of genres, as well as multitasking, 
 proofreading, and general copy editing. In these responsibilities, Meredith believes that her 
 “strongest skill is untangling sentences.” Especially with different circumstances, sentences can 
 get jumbled. One of her strongest skills is finding the meaning behind a sentence or words and 
 rewording that and making the writing more clear. 

 What surprised Meredith most about becoming an editor was the balance between the author’s 
 ideas and her ideas. That line can be very tricky and can be blurred very easily. However, 



 Meredith also is a very strong advocate for calm communication. She believes that calm 
 communication is the reason why she does not have issues with authors not taking her notes. If 
 she were to have an issue, she would “simply apologize for overstepping and ask to try again.” 
 Meredith believes that when editors respect the boundaries of an author and their work, the 
 writing can become so much better. 

 In college, Meredith did not know what she wanted to do, nor did she balance her schedule well: 
 “One thing that I wish I learned in college was how to manage my time. Becoming a freelancer 
 really forced me to juggle.” This was a piece of advice that she gave me when asked. She also 
 warned about expenses and “understanding how expensive everything is.” When one is their own 
 boss, all of the expenses are on one person’s shoulders. Meredith takes care of everything in her 
 business. Meredith said, “It can be very overwhelming starting out as your own boss. When you 
 work for a company, not all of the responsibilities are on you.” Because Meredith worked for 
 Penguin Random Publishing House before going into freelance writing, she had some 
 understanding of all of the work that goes into freelance. 

 Information Not Discussed 
 We did not discuss Meredith’s personal writing, or even if she writes for pleasure. For a 
 follow-up question, I might ask about her job at Penguin and how that affected the work she does 
 now. We also did not discuss her previous work before going into freelance editing. I think that 
 might be interesting for the future. 

 Conclusion 
 This interview was very enlightening for both my professional and academic life. In terms of my 
 academic life, I feel that I am more comfortable giving interviews, as well as crafting questions 
 for professionals. Meredith’s advice about time management and being clear about goals really 
 helped me as a student. I work on time management frequently, but being clear about what I 
 want was really helpful to me. From there, I now feel able to choose a specific area of editing to 
 go into. 

 In terms of my professional life, Meredith’s answers and experiences were quite helpful to me. 
 Especially with boundaries between professionals, I understand that working with people can be 
 difficult. Communication and a calm attitude can really go a long way. Previously, I had not 
 thought about how not just talking, but talking calmly is so important in the field. 

 Talking with Meredith really helped me see that this is the field that I want to go into. It is 
 something new every day, with clear rules and constant talking. I want to be helpful in the way 
 that Meredith is, giving advice and comments to make the writing shine the most. With her 
 advice, I plan on reaching out to different people and companies and trying to put my name out 
 there. 


