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“| COULDN'T BE LESS IMPRESSED WITH ALL THE 'BLING'
AND GLAMCUR ATLANTA IMPOSES AND WHO |5 SEEN WHERE

___The Money Issue

WHER [ MOVED TO THIS CITY SIOKE
than eight years age from o snobby,
pretentions, rather large city in Chio,
puy first impression ef this town and
its people was: very warm, welcom-
tng, gemaine, helpiul, and friendly: 1
plen immechianely became a subscriber
by At Magazine, just @5 1 enjoyed
being a subscriber to the city magazine
in my hometown, 1 do have to say,
however, thag it i evident over recent
vears that every rime [ receive my fatess
edition of Anlenta Magazine, it mic-
ok the new immge and amitude of dhis
city. More specifically 1 feel this town
has developed a very large ego and the
people have become snobby, preten-
tians, and selfshe

I ¢ouldn’t be less impressed wath all
the “bling” and glamour Atdanta impos-
g5 and who is seen where and with
whom. [ am not the only ransplanc
here who seems to feel this way. The
reason | moved here was to ger away
froan that rype of ego and aritede—and
now it has seemed o follow me. | am
aboue to beagin a search for a new gty |
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AND WITH WHOM."

with less of a0 amioide and smaller g,
if such a place exists i ZibG:

[ wrenaldl alsn Tike v express my disap
polntment with page 38 of the Ocrober
“Money Issue.™ In the Ouwr Tonm story

on “Sratas Symbols,” you stereotype. |

the RoswelliAlpharetta area by saving a
sought-afver home renovanonfaddition
i5 =horse stahles.™ Jost how much rime
has weiter Jesmiter Senaror spent in that
area? Stables may have been o home
pddiion in the area 30 vears ago, bue
thar 15 hardly the reality today.
Diesemns JAKES
Aiplaareina

WHAT DO YOU THINKS

¥eur crificam oz well o your prans
mokes s o hater mogares. Tall ulk whot
wesg thinke W'l print yoor leffers in o
fufure isaue, Wi revmcer e right ba edil for
spoce ond dorhy, Wirke oo
Comments, Alonéa Mageelnii,
260 Peaikives Steeal, Suike 300
Atlanio, G 30303

stionfomagistinrdiatanlama gammis.com

Iw voun OCTOBER ARTICLE 0N THE

richest Aslantans, wou left out one of

Anne Cox Chambers’ biggest contri-

bations: to the Democratic Parey. She
puthlistes the ATC.

Lagny GOLDFIMGER

Stone Modereain

Social Studies

[ THIMNE IT 13 RATHER UNFORETURATI
that vour magazine would waste dos-
ens of rrees with an fssue dedicared
tor all that is shallow and superficial
abour Adanga, bur then agam Atdanta
I5 the superficial capital of the South.
With thar said, [ do have to commend
Atlrta Mapgazine and writer Chandra
Thomas in particular for Hayving the
guts and desire to expose another one
of MAelanta’s diroy fitthe secrem with the
essay ahoor the city's segrepared social
scene {"Equal but Separars,” Oercherl.

I am a black man who decided some
time ago o avoid Atlanta’s overrated
and |_1.'.'|:r|:|r|.|;|:d club scen t—maiﬂl}'
hecause 1 do noz appreciate being foreed
o shell out anywhere beewsen 320
and 540 extra 1o visip Twist or Shout
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1s Aclanca diverse? Yes bur as Ms.

Thomas writes, only on the surface of it.

Internasional? Mavbe in the futuse, One
can always hope, right?

Lyd Sorant

Arlgnta

AFTER HEADING THE ARTICLE TITLID
“Equal bor Separate,” | have 1o say 1
agree wirth Chandra Themas® observa-
tions on Atlanta® oot talked abour™
social segregation,

Atlanta's unspoken, but blarant; con-
sCious EUpport of segregation is exem-
phfied, for example, through MARTA
and the distribuinon of poks. Maest new
jobs—and the majority of “good johi"—
are in Morth Atlanta and the noechern
suburbs and exurbs. Few jobs exist, and
few new jobs open; in South Arlanta and
the southern suburbs, For many withour
cars, MARTA doesn’c reach into the
| suburhs or exurbs narth or souch,
However, whar infrigues me most
i about Atlanta s the hypocrisy of “intes-
| ractal harmaony.” I rarely interacr with
| whives, and this is not delibesarve on my

part, I'm from Columbus, Ohio, and
| my living and working conditions there

allowed for divecr, carher than wndirece, |
contact -with whites. In contrast, 1ve |

found that my few interacrions with
whites in Atlansa rend o be ar work or
cultural events.

Alfrer living in Atlanta for three years,
I've observed that there are scparate
black and whire worlds, Thus T undes-
stand the dual appeal of “che black
Mecca” and *Horlanta.™ e, in boch
worlds, 1 se= an explicit distinction
hetween the haves and have-nots, in
other words, classism and elitism;

MicHaEr Hangrizon
Decatir

_ Touché

1 'HAVE SURSCRIBED TO- AND READ
Atlamta Magazing for many years snd
find ir always informative and useful
and improving all the time. The touches
pravided by younper staff are refreshing.

However, before you decide o use
foreign words and risk commitment ol

a fanx pas such as the one on page 48
af your Ocrober 1ssue, please check for
spelling and meaning of sound-alike
words. It's a shame thar while writing
abour Hermes, a world icen of sevle, vou
chose the word ®caché,” which means
“hidden.™ In this context, the proper
waoed would be "cacher,™ which & pro-
nounged the same but actually means
stvle, with implied exclusive ssanding.
Misuses of foreggn words-are a bir,
well, déclassd,
Mara EgLimis
Morrnss

___Colbert Marion

Ix oup QDCTORER ISSUE, WE MADE
| reference to Stephen Colbert's on-air
questioning of Georgia’s right to claim
statug a3 the "Peach Stare™ and asked
for your suggestions for alternate names,
They keep coming in, and include:

| “The Cotton Seate
Howwy Ssite, Baouls

|
| The Smiop, Sare

! Tract Tavion, Coluwmbis,

| Soseth Crealing

The “1'm Only Here Because My

Company Transterred Me” State
Er THoMmAs, Decatur

The Heavy Traffic Srane
Mesty Evy, Willistom, Sourh Caroling

Guadalnjar del Morte
Jous LeBLamg, Fiburn

The Pecan Stare
[ Magn Husar, Arasta ©
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o “hip-hop™ night, while my white
brechren can till the sun rises
without dealing with cover charges, For
those blue-eved navsavers who doubr
Wis. Thomas® oheervation abour the dis-
parity in club cover charges tor “hlack”
and pights: Pur on vour best
Eminem-wannabe puthis and tesc her
findings for yourself.

Furthermore, this dual mighelite nor
onky resuits in higher prices for blacks to
party bur usually in poorer service, not
only in white-owned/operated establish-
meents but, sadly, in cetoan black-owned
businesses as well. I'd be interested in
a follow-up including responses from
the owners of Twisy, Compound; and
other clubs, Pmcalso interested to see
whether vour magazine will continue o
explore the dual sociery that exists here
in Arlanra. Bur | won't hold my breath,

Bryas Tod

“technn”

“white™

aAle I
Arlanta

I'vE coT MEws FOR CHANDRA THOMAS:
Arlanta pot only hypes s diversicy, ix
also hypes itz international character.

Those of us wha have come bere from
places far and wide—and wha have lived
in truly inrernanonal cities—shake our
heads in amazement when Atlansa s por-
trayed as " “hiternational.”

Thomas todd half the story—the socal
divide berween black and white—and
told it very well, On the international
feont, each intermanional geoup occupies
{amall] rerrivary and does not
inceract with any other

Atlanta Women in Business recently
held our first intemational busimesswonm-
en's conference, Crossing Bridgges 20016,
and guess who were among the alken-
tees: the cicy of Atlant, the Atlanta Saster
Cities Coermission, the Geargta Depart-
ment of Economic Development, the
Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureaw,
the Merro Atlanta Chamber of Com-
mence, Georgias “international™ counmes
iDeKalb and Gerinnest), and the city's
diplomats and trade represeneatives.
We had a write-up in the Nuoremberp
newspaper and 0 Dhe Welt {Germanys

Giverse” or

IES wwm

equivalent vo the Wall Strest Jonurnal),
bnac the A was massing inacron!



