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RHAPSODY 
with Joy Bryant 
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PM 
MICHAEL JACKSON: DO 

YOU REMEMBER THE TIME?
 

I thought “Thriller” was one of the 
coolest things I had seen in all my nine 
years. And at 34, I still think its one of 
the coolest things I’ve seen in my 
entire life. 
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Try the mystical Sabian Oracle! 

 

 

MICHAEL JACKSON'S FAMILY 
SPEAKS ON HIS DEATH 
ESSENCE.com correspondent 
Roland S. Martin talks with 
Marlon Jackson, brother of 
Michael Jackson and a member 
of the Jackson 5, about the 
death of his younger brother, 
the King of Pop. 
Read full story » 

Jill Scott on Single 
Motherhood 

Michael Jackson, King of 
Pop, Dies at 50 

Michael Jackson: The Latest 
Developments on his Death 

Breaking News: Rihanna 
Says Verdict Fair and Just 
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It's an odd day for you socially -- 
you need to really connect with at 
least one person, but they may be 
unusually hard to reach. Try your 
best to just roll with the day and 
whatever it offers. 
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Juanita Bynum Forgives Her Bishop 
Husband Following Attack 
Chandra R. Thomas 
  

ATLANTA—Internationally acclaimed 
televangelist and prophetess Juanita Bynum 
says the incident involving her minister husband 
two weeks ago has revealed God’s new purpose 
for her life: speaking out about domestic 
violence. 
 
Bynum emerged from seclusion Tuesday to host 
the Trinity Broadcasting Network’s Praise The 
Lord program, marking the first time she had 
appeared publicly since her estranged husband, 
Bishop Thomas Weeks III, was arrested for 
allegedly choking, beating and stomping her in 
the parking lot of an Atlanta hotel on August 21. 
 

“I’m in warfare for every woman all over the world who has been through this,” 
said Bynum, who emphasized that she refuses to be “religiously political” about 
the alleged attack. The couple wed in a million dollar ceremony in 2002 before 
moving to Atlanta in 2006 to expand their international ministry, Global Destiny, 
which has branches in London, Los Angeles and Washington, D.C. 
 
“If you’re waiting for me to say something negative about my husband, I won’t,” 
said Bynum during the show that also featured gospel artists DeWayne Woods, 
Byron Cage and Tarralyn Ramsey. “You cannot pay me any amount of money. 
As long as he’s my husband, I won’t break the covenant.” 
 
She urged viewers to pray for Weeks, whom she described as a man of God, 
noting that she has already forgiven him. Her frilly black-and-white sheer blouse 
and long black skirt revealed no sign of the bruises she reportedly sustained 
during the incident. But the sporadic flow of tears that she occasionally dabbed 
away with a white tissue conveyed Bynum’s underlying emotional scars. 
 
After “moanin’ and groanin’” on her couch and feeling sorry for herself overthe 
past two weeks, Bynum said, she finally decided one night that she would no 
longer view herself as a victim, a point she emphasized at an impromptu news 
conference held at an Atlanta hotel a few hours before she headed to the TBN 
show taping. 
 
“When I thought about it, I said, who’s going to speak up for all the Jacquitas 
and all the people living in urban neighborhoods?” she told a handful of 
reporters. “Nobody ever knows their names. Today, domestic violence has a 
face and a name. It is Juanita Bynum.” 

  

RELATED LINKS: 

A Ministry Of Love  
Juanita Bynum: I've Come This Far by Faith  
Read Prophetess Juanita Bynum Statement and Send Her Messages of Support  
The Story of AIDS in Black America, Part One  
T.D. Jakes: Let's Stay Together  
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Will you be watching the Michael Jackson 
memorial service?  

  

 

Yes, I plan on staying home from work to 
watch 
Me and my coworkers will watch it at work 

I’m going to record it and watch it later 

No, I don’t plan on watching 
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BUY ESSENCE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 
MERCHANDISE 
Be the FIRST to rock 
your official ESSENCE 
Music Festival® 
merchandise.  
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THE 2009 ESSENCE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 
This year's Festival will 
be the Ultimate Party 
Weekend with an A-list 
line up  

READ MORE »

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES 
Get solutions for 
ESSENCE's new puzzle 
on Black history and pop 
culture  

READ MORE »
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SELLING BOOKS 
View our extended list of 
the month's hottest 
reads  
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Sister Love 
from 2009 ESSENCE Music 
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