
Common Questions About Financial Planning 

 
You don't have to wait until an event occurs before consulting a financial professional. Having 
someone help you develop an overall strategy for approaching your financial goals can be 
useful at any time. However, in some cases, a specific life event or perceived need can serve as 
a catalyst for seeking advice. Such events might include:  
 

● Marriage, divorce, or the death of a spouse  
● Having a baby or adopting a child 
● Planning for a child's or grandchild's college education 
● Buying or selling a family business 
● Changing jobs or careers 
● Planning your retirement 
● Developing an estate plan 
● Receiving an inheritance or financial windfall 

 
Here are answers to some common questions that may come up when considering engaging 
the help of a financial professional. 
 

What if I'm too busy? 

 
Don't wait until you're in the midst of a financial crisis before beginning the planning process. 
The sooner you start, the more options you may have.  
 

Is the financial planning process complicated? 

 
Each financial plan is tailored to the needs of the individual, so how complicated the process will 
be depends on your individual circumstances. But no matter what type of help you need, a 
financial professional will work hard to make the process as easy as possible and will gladly 
answer all of your questions. 
 

What if my spouse and I disagree? 

 
A financial professional is trained to listen to your concerns, identify any underlying issues, and 
help you find common ground. 
 

Can I still control my own finances? 

 



Financial planning professionals make recommendations, not decisions. You retain control over 
your finances. Recommendations will be based on your needs, values, goals, and time frames. 
You  decide which recommendations to follow, then work with a financial professional to 
implement them. 
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