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South Texas School of Christian Studies-McAllen Unveils Newly-Renovated Campus 

  
The South Texas School of Christian Studies (SCS) recently hosted an open house at its McAllen campus in 

which guests were treated to a firsthand look at SCS-McAllen’s newly renovated facilities located at 1809 North 

Main Street. 

 

During the event, McAllen city officials along with visitors, faculty and staff from the SCS-Corpus Christi 

campus were served refreshments and given a tour of SCS-McAllen’s freshly updated facilities, which took 

school staffers and volunteers more than a year to renovate.   

 

“We can’t do what needs to be done to improve this community without our faith-based organizations,” City 

Commissioner John Ingram said at the event. “Thanks to countless hours of grunt work, sweat and prayer, 

ministers of the Gospel can now further their education in the Rio Grande Valley.” 

 

Utilizing the aid of the Texas Baptist Men Retiree Builders—a group of retired men and women doing volunteer 

work in Texas Baptist encampments, churches and other organizations—approximately $500,000 in 

improvements has so far been made throughout SCS-McAllen’s property that includes a chapel, grassy courtyard 

and fully furnished hospitality suite for faculty and staff traveling from the Corpus Christi campus.  

 

The 45,000-square-foot campus, which is twice the size of its Corpus Christi counterpart, also boasts a library, 

conference area, state-of-the-art classrooms, a covered pavilion, a student center/commissary with a fully 

equipped kitchen, and a brand new paved parking lot with handicap ramps and sidewalks. 

 

“We’re here because a Catholic mayor wanted a seminary in McAllen. This could only have been the hand of 

God,” said SCS President Dr. Anthony Celelli, who during the open house presented former McAllen mayor 

Richard Cortez with the President’s Medallion, an award that recognizes individuals who support and bring 

distinction to SCS. Cortez was given the medal in honor of his vision to bring SCS to McAllen as the only fully 

accredited seminary school in the Rio Grande Valley. 

 

“There are many things that please the Lord Jesus, but none like serving others,” said Cortez, who in addition to a 

seminary, hopes to establish a medical school and a law school in McAllen. “I’m just a cheerleader for the idea of 

a Christian school here.” 

 

Founded by members of Baptists of South Texas in 1947 as a college to train ministers and teachers, SCS exists to 

equip educationally underserved followers of Christ to change the world through service in the church and the 
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community through Christ-centered higher education. SCS also has strategic partnerships with Hardin-Simmons 

University and Hardin-Simmons University Logsdon Seminary to extend their programs into the South Texas 

region.  

 

Through an independent board of directors, administration, staff and endowment, SCS provides students 

interested in every level of ministry preparation and theological education a certificate in ministry, a diploma in 

Ministry Studies, and an Associate of Arts degree in Ministry Studies. The Corpus Christi and McAllen campuses 

also offer a fully accredited master’s degree in Divinity or a master’s degree in Family Ministry. 

 

“Having this school in McAllen is such a good thing because pastors can’t afford an education, and if they can, 

they go off to school somewhere and don’t come back,” said SCS board president Jeanette Gordon, who crafted 

the school’s hand and dove logo into stained glass for the McAllen campus. Gordon was given a canvas painting 

of her design as a token of the school’s appreciation during the open house. 

 

Yozy Aguirre, who attended the festivities with her family, came looking for a change. Already a student at a 

seminary that teaches only in Spanish, Aguirre, 22, was considering transferring to SCS-McAllen campus for its 

English-speaking curriculum. The Biblical Studies undergrad would like to become a teacher or a missionary so 

she can become exposed to different cultures. “I’m just waiting for whatever God’s plans are,” Aguirre said. “But 

I’m preparing biblically.” 

 

The day’s events also included a meeting in which the SCS Board of Directors voted to approve a relationship 

agreement between SCS and the Baptist General Convention of Texas (BGCT) that would potentially reestablish 

a ministry partnership between the two groups. SCS—a successor of University of Corpus Christi (now Texas 

A&M University-Corpus Christi)—enjoyed a partnership with the BGCT from 1947 to 1972. 

 

“We are thrilled with the agreement,” BGCT Executive Director Dr. Steve Vernon said during the meeting. “I 

love the idea of the circle coming round and Corpus Christi University being back with us in the form of SCS.” 

 

The SCS-McAllen campus, which opened and was purchased in 2012 for $375,000, sits in the heart of a quiet 

residential neighborhood. The original building, constructed in the early 1950’s, served as a Jewish synagogue for 

nearly 60 years before it was sold and converted into a Protestant church in 2006. 

 

For more information on SCS, call 361.991.9403 or visit www.stscs.org. 


