
Best Cloud-Based Tools and Apps for Accessibility 
 
We recently wrote about web apps and the European Accessibility Act–as covered by 
Directive (EU) 2016/2102 and Directive (EU) 2019/882–and the guiding principles behind 
building accessible web apps. Together, these articles are excellent primers for developers 
directly affected by the European Accessibility Act (EAA) and anyone else wanting to make 
their online services more accessible. 
 
But a key principle remains testing, and although the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 
(WCAG) 2.1 document comprehensively covers every aspect of making web and mobile 
apps accessible, a lot can go wrong when implementing these guidelines. 
 
Fortunately, just as there are several linting tools for CSS, JavaScript, and HTML, there are 
already tools and apps for checking your implementation of WCAG, and below we look at 
some of the best of these. 
 

Accessibility Checklist 
 
Elsevier has long focused on making all of their content accessible, right down to having an 
accessibility policy. Keeping in mind that the EAA expects sites and apps that must be 
accessible also have an accessibility policy of their own, this is a good example of how to 
implement your own. 
 
The Elsevier Accessibility Checklist isn’t a tool to check your own site or app, but a way to 
more easily work through the requirements of the WCAG. You can start by specifying which 
version of the WCAG you want to follow, and then filtering the rules according to the level of 
compliance you need to adhere to–Level A, AA, or AAA. You can then view all the relevant 
guidelines for your selected version and level or narrow it further by filtering according to 
specific tags or elements. 
 
This is most useful for developers only now looking at accessibility but can also benefit 
developers already working with accessibility in mind. 
 

DYNO Mapper® 
 
DYNO Mapper is a cloud-based tool primarily used for various SEO purposes including 
content auditing. However, it also includes a Website Accessibility Testing feature that you 
can enable to continually monitor any published site or online app. It can be set up to 
monitor public and private sites and apps, including password protected sections. 
 
You can specify the guidelines version and level of compliance to test against, and schedule 
automated tests in addition to manual testing. Results can be visualised on each web page, 
or you can export reports to work through later, with problems broken down according to: 
 

• Known–problems identified with a high degree of certainty, and you will need to 
correct these. 

• Likely–problems that could be barriers to accessibility but need to be confirmed by a 
person. You might need to correct these. 

• Potential–unidentified issues that need to be confirmed by a person. You either 
need to confirm that it is not a problem or fix what could potentially be a problem. 

 
It is a paid tool, with all three plans providing accessibility testing. 
 

https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.elsevier.com/about/accessibility
https://www.elsevier.com/about/accessibility
https://romeo.elsevier.com/accessibility_checklist/
https://dynomapper.com/features/website-accessibility-testing
https://dynomapper.com/plans-pricing


A11Y Compliance Platform 
 
Through its A11Y Compliance Platform, the Bureau of Internet Accessibility (BoIA) offers a 
suite of products and services with a more hands-on approach to accessibility. Although 
compliance is measured in relation to US regulations for accessibility, audits on websites, web 
and mobiles apps, and kiosks are done using WCAG 2.1 Level A and AA standards. They use 
a combination of automated and manual testing and using assistive technology. A dedicated 
Client Manager can help you make sense of any shortcomings in your accessibility 
enhancements and recommend solutions to each. 
 
It is a paid service, but they do offer a few useful free resources too. 
 

Accessibility Management Platform 
 
Level Access offers a full stack of solutions for digital accessibility, from their Accessibility 
Management Platform (AMP), through to SDKs for implementing accessibility testing into your 
development cycle, along with various training resources. Again, there is an emphasis on US 
Government compliance requirements, though they do state that it can accommodate other 
laws, standards, or regulations. Testing is done using WCAG 2.0 and WCAG 2.1 Level A, AA, 
and AAA standards. 
 
AMP is cloud-based, while other Level Access tools integrate with most popular development 
tools. 
 

axe™ 
 
Deque Systems has several accessibility checking tools, from a free browser extension for 
Chrome and Firefox, to more robust paid tools for development, auditing, and monitoring. They 
also have tools for testing Android and iOS apps for accessibility compliance. The main 
difference between the free extension and the paid solution is that the extension only tests a 
single page at a time and only looks for issues that can be detected automatically. The axe™ 
DevTools paid solution can highlight issues throughout the development cycle, with support 
for custom rules and integrations. 
 

WAVE 
 
As with axe™, WAVE is also available as a free or paid solution. The WAVE online tool and 
extensions for Chrome and Firefox are free to use and provide a visual summary of 
accessibility issues, with limitations. Paid solutions include Pope Tech (powered by the WAVE 
engine) for more rigorous testing and emailed reports, WAVE Runner which combines an 
automated scan of your site with human analysis, along with a standalone and subscription 
API. 
 

Monsido 
 
Monsido is another platform of tools for monitoring everything from SEO and quality issues, 
through to website performance issues. This might make it a little too robust for some 
developers, but the Web Accessibility solution does include useful features such as an 
integrated PDF scanner (offered as an add-on) and colour contrast checker, along with an 
accessibility statement generator. 
 

CKSource Accessibility Checker 

https://www.boia.org/accessibility-services-for-digital-compliance/
https://www.boia.org/digital-accessibility-resources
https://www.levelaccess.com/solutions/software/amp/
https://www.levelaccess.com/solutions/software/amp/
https://www.levelaccess.com/solutions/software/access-continuum/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/axe-web-accessibility-tes/lhdoppojpmngadmnindnejefpokejbdd
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/axe-web-accessibility-tes/lhdoppojpmngadmnindnejefpokejbdd
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/axe-devtools/
https://www.deque.com/axe/
https://wave.webaim.org/
https://wave.webaim.org/extension/
https://pope.tech/features
https://wave.webaim.org/waverunner
https://wave.webaim.org/standalone
https://wave.webaim.org/api
https://wave.webaim.org/api
https://monsido.com/
https://monsido.com/platform/web-accessibility


 
The CKSource Accessibility Checker is a paid add-on for CKEditor 4, checking for accessibility 
issues in content created in CKEditor. It hasn’t been updated to work with CKEditor 5 yet.  
Although the last update predates the release of WCAG 2.1, the add-on does allow you to use 
the accessibility checking engine of your choice. 
 

EqualWeb 
 
EqualWeb claims to be the world`s #1 web accessibility solution, and unlike many other 
solutions, digital accessibility is all they focus on. They offer various solutions, depending on 
whether you are interested in checking, monitoring, auditing, or training for accessibility. And 
because not all accessibility issues can be detected automatically, they also offer manual 
audits. 
 

accessible-app.com 
 
accessible-app.com isn’t so much a tool or solution for accessibility as it is a useful resource 
for showing patterns and strategies for adding accessibility to web apps. It includes links to 
various projects exploring accessibility using React, Vue, Angular, EmberJS and other 
frameworks and platforms. 
 

Conclusion 
 
It is important to remember that the tools and apps listed above–and even those that did not 
make this list–help with making websites and web apps accessible. They don’t replace the 
need for you to integrate accessibility throughout your development process. This includes 
making sure everyone on your team is trained and upskilled in accessibility requirements and 
that you do additional testing using accessibility technology such as screen readers. 
 
Automated testing won’t pick up all issues. You still need to check that your audio and video 
content is accessible to people with hearing loss. You will also need to manually check 
whether state changes on single-page apps are detectable to people with vision impairments. 
Finally, for people with mobility issues, you will need to also assess whether time-sensitive 
inputs account for this. 
 
And as with all new processes, the challenges to get things right will be greatest in the 
beginning and become easier as all your processes include accessibility from the start. 

https://ckeditor.com/cke4/addon/a11ychecker
https://www.equalweb.com/
https://accessible-app.com/patterns/
https://accessible-app.com/people/

