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Birds of a Feather
» “Starting Opal 
Atlas connected me 
to a new community 
out here in the high 
desert,” Dunlevy says. 
“I’ve met so many 
amazing people, 
and it’s all because 
I launched my 
business!”

Where to Shop 
Opal Atlas
» You can find Opal 
Atlas souvenirs online, 
or you can shop in-
person at Mojave Flea 
Trading Post (Palm 
Springs), Hi-Desert 

Daydream (Twentynine 
Palms), The Station 
(Joshua Tree) or 
Mercado Joshua Tree, 
a weekly outdoor 
market Dunlevy co-
founded with some of 
her local maker friends.

Currently 
Obsessed With...
» “I love my bandana 
[featuring] flora and 
fauna from Joshua 
Tree National Park,” 
Dunlevy beams. “It 
was a collaboration 
with my friend Joan 
Horne, who did the 
illustrations on it.”

for keep’s 
sake!
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Anyone who’s been 
to Joshua Tree can 
speak of its magic—
it’s unlike anywhere 

else. The otherworldly trees, 
starry skies and natural beauty 
of the high desert are worth a 
memento. Fortunately, Opal 
Atlas owner Marlene Dunlevy 
is designing sweet souvenirs 
that capture this enchanting, 
unforgettable aesthetic.

Featuring items like pins, patches, 
hats and notepads, Opal Atlas is a 
collection of sensibly sentimental 
keepsakes that pay homage to 
vintage California vibes. “I have 
lived in the high desert for about 
five-and-a-half years now, and 
from the beginning, I felt like 
there was a missed opportunity 
in the souvenir market here,” 
Dunlevy shares. “Our area gets 
more and more visitors every year, 
and to put it simply, I felt like 
there could be cuter souvenirs for 
Joshua Tree!”

Although new to the JT retail 
scene, Dunlevy says that building 
her business has been a longtime 
dream. “I came up with the name 

Opal Atlas, bought the URL and 
got the Instagram handle over six 
years ago! At that time, I wasn’t 
sure what I wanted to make or 
sell—just that I wanted my own 
business,” she explains.

Since she and her husband 
traveled so often, it was difficult 
to find the time to launch her 
business, but Dunlevy was able to 
channel her own love of souvenirs 
and find a silver lining out of the 
pandemic. “It wasn’t until the 
lockdown last spring that I had 
the time and space at home to 
really concentrate,” she notes. 
Today, Dunlevy is designing 
items that make people nostalgic 
for the desert, and she plans on 
expanding her collection soon.

“Honestly, I think to some people, 
‘souvenir’ is almost a dirty word, 
but I think that’s because gift 
shops are often full of things that 
you don’t actually want—and 
this is coming from someone 
who always visits the gift shop 
first!” Dunlevy says. “But to me, a 
souvenir is a tangible reminder of 
a moment and place in time, and 
who doesn’t want that?”

Joshua 
Tree

These Souvenirs From Opal Atlas Will Help You 
Relive Your Desert Days

“I love that 
nostalgic 

feeling—like a tug 
on your heart!”

—MARLENE DUNLEVY
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