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Website News Story 

Outlet: The Advertiser 

Deadline/Posting Time: To be posted in the evening (5-6pm), after the media 
conference and school day 

 

Proposed Neurodiverse Specialist School Scrapped Over Cost-
Effectiveness 

Today, the State Government announced that Kurralta Park High School will 
close at the end of next year due to falling enrolments.  

Located on Daly St near Anzac Hwy, Education Minister Sandra Lee said the 
land is likely to be rezoned for residential development, with several 
developers having already expressed interest in the 12-hectare site.  

“We considered converting it to a special-interest school for neurodiverse 
students, but that would have involved a significant investment in upgrading 
buildings and infrastructure.”  

“So in the interests of cost-effectiveness, the decision was taken to close the 
school entirely.” 

Parent Stephan Wright says that the school buildings are terribly run down, 
and that some of the classrooms are barely fit to be used.  

“Honestly, the best thing to do would be to pull it all down and start again.”  

Wright expressed support for the Government’s initial proposal to rebuild the 
high school into a specialist school for autistic children.   

Nicola Tang, Chair of Neurodiversity SA, says that the organisation is bitterly 
disappointed that the idea of a specialist school is not going ahead.  

“Kurralta Park is a good central location, and would work well as a specialist 
school. There’d be plenty of demand for something like this.” 

“They’d have to spend quite a bit of money on the buildings and facilities, but 
locating specialised support and resources within one school would be very 
cost effective over time.”  
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Tang says a specialist school would serve as an excellent site for community 
education around neurodiversity and as a support hub for SA parents.  

“For what it would cost to set this up, it’d be well worth the investment, and 
would show that the State Government is committed to inclusivity and 
support.”  

However, the Education Minister says that while the Government is committed 
to supporting neurodiverse students and their families, the cost of upgrading 
the Kurralta Park school buildings would be too great.  

“There’s no way we can justify spending that amount of money on just one 
school when across the state, school buildings and facilities are in need of 
upgrading.”  

“We will continue to support neurodiverse students through the existing 
school network and current support services.” 

Kurralta Park students will be required to shift to neighbouring schools at the 
end of 2023.  

 


