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THERE are many examples of 
answered prayer in the Bible, 
such as Hannah’s prayer for a 

baby (1 Samuel 1:1–20) or Moses’ 
intercession for Israel (Exodus 32:9–14). 
Testimonies of answered prayers 
strengthen faith and offer hope and 
reassurance. That’s what the Wall of 
Answered Prayer on the outskirts of 
Birmingham will aim to do: remind 
generations to come of God’s goodness 
and how he has answered prayers since 
the beginning of time.

The Christian piece of public art will 
be made up of a million bricks, each one 
linked to an answered prayer submitted 
by a member of the public. Visitors will 
be able to place their phone against a 
brick and a bespoke app will reveal the 
prayer associated with that brick through 
text, audio or video. Tourist-style 
binoculars will be used for bricks higher 
up and the answered prayers will 
appear on a screen.

‘Anyone can submit a prayer,’ says the 
Wall’s ambassador, Melanie Beynon, 
‘and every prayer is included, even 

when the answer from God is “no” or 
“not yet”. We have to understand that 
God is not going to give us what we 
want just because we want it. He’ll give 
us what is good for us and in his own 
time.’ 

The prayers will remain anonymous, 
partly for confidentiality but also to 
encourage people to share personal 
experiences. A section of ‘heritage 
bricks’ will also display historical 
answered prayers, such as the miracles 
that occurred in the Dunkirk rescue 
operation after King George VI called 
the nation to pray for the stranded men 
on the French beaches during the 
Second World War. These inclusions will 
be reminders of what God has done in 
our recent history as well as farther 
back, with answered prayers dating 
back to the seventh century. 

Melanie, who is a descendant of 
William Booth, has chosen to submit a 
testimony of provision from Bramwell 
Booth’s Echoes And Memories. It reads: 
‘Wonderful indeed have been the 
answers to prayer in special 
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Building faith 
brick by brick

Shanelle Manderson finds out about a national 
monument that will ignite belief in prayer

predicaments. Sometimes in bygone 
days I have signed cheques, and stood 
them up against the inkpot, saying, “I 
cannot let them go until the Lord has 
sent along the wherewithal to meet 
them.” And even while I have been 
waiting in headquarters casting up my 
heart to God for help, people have 
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it. Through a word of knowledge the 
team were connected with a landowner 
who had received a vision to fund a 
national landmark about Jesus six 
months before Richard received his. 

The landowner gave them 10 acres 
near Coleshill Manor, and construction 
is expected to begin on the site this 
year, with a completion date of 2022.

The Wall’s design, following a global 
competition run by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, is by Snug Architects 
and based on the Möbius strip. This 
infinity loop running fluently in an 
ever-connecting line means that a 
person can never be on the outside or 
the inside of the structure; the 
continuous nature of the band 
represents God’s eternal nature and 
how he is always listening and 
answering prayers. 

There is a scriptural basis for the Wall 
of Answered Prayer too, says Melanie: 
‘There are at least three cases of biblical 
characters laying stones as a memorial 
to the Lord and his victories. These 
become significant locations throughout 
biblical history.’ 

The Wall has taken inspiration from 
these biblical monuments, aiming to 
reignite faith in God, reminding us of 
what he has done before, what he can 
do and what he will do again.

On site there will also be a visitors 
centre, which will feature a 24/7 prayer 
room, trained chaplains providing 
support, an exhibition describing what 

Christians and those of other faiths 
believe about prayer and Jesus, a café, 
a Christian bookstore and a landscaped 
park area for prayer and reflection.

As well as donating profits from the 
Wall to other charities once it’s built,  
a million bricks will be given to social 
housing initiatives to build 100 houses. 

‘We didn’t want to just build a structure 
to celebrate God’s goodness without 
giving back to the people,’ says Melanie. 
‘Homelessness is on the rise and giving 
people a home is vital.’ 

It is estimated about 500,000 people a 
week will travel past the monument, 
which will be visible from the M6 and 
M42, and between 150,000 and 200,000 
people will visit the site every year. 

Melanie believes that generations will 
come to the Wall and see Jesus’ 
miraculous and loving nature through 
the many testimonies of answered 
prayer. 

How can people get involved? 
‘Share your answered prayers with 

us,’ she enthuses. ‘We’d love to hear 
your stories. Pray for the building of the 
Wall too, as there are a lot of practical 
and legal elements that we have to go 
through, and if you can donate anything 
or have any skills or passions you can 
contribute, then get in touch.’ 

 To find out more about the Wall of 
Answered Prayer or to share how God 
has answered your prayer visit  
thewall.org.uk
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called and said, “I feel the Lord would 
have me come and give you a hundred 
pounds” – or two hundred pounds, or 
five hundred pounds, as the case might 
be. That kind of thing has been repeated 
in practically every department of the 
Army, and in every land... It ought to 
teach us to believe hard as well as work 
hard.’ 

Melanie explains its importance: ‘I felt 
it was very poignant for the team 
because we pray for finance and 
donations for the Wall of Answered 
Prayer. Crowdfunding is at the heart of 
the Wall. We wanted it to be built by 
people who wanted to get involved. This 
passage just shows that God provides, 
even when you feel like you’re at your 
last penny.’ 

The idea for the Wall was born out of 
a vision that God brought to Richard 
Gamble, the Wall’s chief executive 
officer, when he was carrying a cross 
around Leicestershire at Easter time to 
lead people to think about Jesus. In 
2014, after praying over the vision for  
10 years, he felt the nudge to act upon 

‘‘ 

The continuous nature of the band 
represents God’s eternal nature and how he 
is always listening and answering prayers ’’

Artist impression of the Wall
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