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Meeting God 
where you are

INTERVIEW

Tim Yearsley talks to Shanelle Manderson about how  
the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity is 
helping young Christians practise whole-life discipleship

IS God a fan of thrash metal? The 
London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity (LICC) would likely 

argue yes. In fact, Tim Yearsley, 
programme lead for emerging 
generations, became passionate 
about whole-life discipleship through 
his love for the music genre.

‘When I started my university studies 
in Nottingham I wanted to see if 
Christianity would work,’ he explains. 
‘Although I would have called myself a 
Christian, I kept what I lived on a 
Sunday very separate from what I 
lived Monday to Saturday. University 
was an opportunity to try again.

‘I ended up in a Bible study group 
and one of the exercises to do in 
preparation was to take a passage of 
Philippians, divide it up into sections 
and label each section with a song 
title. Liking to think of myself as a 
musician of a certain ilk, with a love 
for 1980s thrash metal, I labelled my 
Philippians sections with such song 
titles. 
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‘At the Bible study I nervously offered 
some of my selection and lo and behold, 
the leader of the group started listing off 
his song titles that were also thrash 
metal. I thought, if it’s possible to be in a 
Bible study talking about thrash metal, 
then maybe it’s possible God is 
interested in not only that part of my life, 
but every part of my life. This moment 
started to break down the divide 
between sacred and secular, between 
Christian stuff and other stuff.

‘I realised there is delight to be taken 
in the seemingly ordinary things of life. 
You don’t have to be a super Christian 
to join in with what God is doing in your 
world. It’s as simple as noticing his 
presence and joining in with his mission 
right where you are: on your street, on 
your course, in your house, in your job 
– even in your thrash metal band.’

This is what the LICC is all about: 
helping Christians in all walks of life live 
out the gospel and all its implications 
where they are. 

‘We call this whole-life discipleship 
DNA,’ explains Tim. ‘The LICC was 
founded by John Stott in 1982. Stott’s 
vision was to help churches see they 
are the Church when they are gathered 
on a Sunday, but also when scattered in 
the week. If we’re serious about 
reaching the UK with the good news, 
then thinking about the scattered 
Church needs to be a significant part of 
our strategy.’

One of the ways whole-life 
discipleship is encouraged is through 
the Work Forum, where Tim sits.

‘My role is to help Christian young 
professionals – anyone who’s on the 
verge of graduating, through to stepping 
up into their first management or 
leadership role – to think about what it 
means to live as fruitful disciples in their 
workplace contexts,’ he says. 

‘In the Christian world there’s a lack of 
airtime given to daily frontline contexts 
where Christians spend most of the 
time, especially the workplace.’

There are two other streams that the 
LICC champions. First, working with 
churches and church leaders to help 
them think about embedding whole-life 
discipleship DNA. 

Second, through their centre for 
culture and discipleship. ‘That’s about 
paying attention to what’s going on in 
the country, the news, the media, on 

Netflix – that sort of thing – and helping 
Christians practise what John Stott 
called “double listening”, which is 
listening to what God says in his word, 
but also listening to what kind of 
conversations are happening in the 
world, thinking about how they fit 
together and then inviting God’s 
people into those conversations,’ 
says Tim. 

There are several training 
days, courses, events and 
blog posts produced by the 
LICC – from an event titled 
Why You’re Stressed 
About Work and What to 
Do About It, to Open 
Book: At the Movies, a 
film club that weaves 
together film-watching 
with liturgy, lively discussion 
and practical advice for life on the 
frontline, with the purpose of helping 
people become more empathetic 
missionaries.

‘Our online events are a bit of a 
smorgasbord of activity and content,’ 
enthuses Tim. ‘I think, like everyone, the 
coronavirus pandemic has taught us 
that online events are another way of 
doing things. It’s allowed us to expand 
our offering even more. It doesn’t really 
matter who you are, if you visit the LICC 
page you’ll probably be able to find 
something that you like!’

Tim, however, is the first to admit that 
the different streams can often overlap. 
Conversations with young people go 
broader than work as people are 
discovering a lot about themselves 
during the first decade of working life. 

‘John Stott said our job is not to make 
Christianity relevant, but to demonstrate 
its relevance,’ says Tim. ‘I’m really 
trying to consider what it looks like to 
demonstrate the relevance of the gospel 
to millennials and Gen Z in a way that 
makes sense of all of life, whether you 
would call yourself a Christian or not.’

That’s the primary reason why the 
LICC has launched a new Instagram 
account. As with much of the wider 
Church, it wanted to show up where 
emerging generations already are.

‘Social media is huge and now that 
parents have flooded Facebook,’ Tim 
jokes, ‘we needed to find the place 
where emerging generations were 
leading, and that was clearly Instagram.’ 

‘One of the biggest challenges for me 
and my role is that when I tell people my 
age and that I work for the LICC their 
first question is, “What is the LICC?” 
Having an Instagram platform is an easy 
way to say, “Hey, check us out here.” 
People quickly get a sense of what kind 
of organisation we are and the things 
that we think are important. 

‘We also would like to use Instagram 
as a platform to offer some content that 
you won’t find elsewhere. For example, 
we’ve just finished our first season of a 
little campaign called #Frontliners, 
where we had some friends film short 
videos of themselves talking about what 
a difference the gospel makes to them 
in their workplaces.

‘We’re experimenting, learning a lot, 
and having fun doing it,’ smiles Tim. ‘We 
know we’re only going to reach the UK 
when we help all God’s people discover 
all of the gospel for all of life. That’s a 
cause we’re really excited about.’

To find out more about the LICC visit 
licc.org.uk or @liccltd on Instagram 
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