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$199, acopaoutdoors.com

  A coworker once told me that 
Acopa’s rubber was the best he’d 
used—he still has his 2000s-era 
Acopa shoes in his closet, sealed in 
a plastic bag, only pulling them out 
for special occasions like critical 
sends. No need to save them 
anymore: Acopa is back!

Acopa was founded in 1997 by 
two Mexican climbers: Dario Piana, 
the brains behind the operation; 
and Ernesto Vázquez, a cobbler. 
In 2002, they teamed up with the 
Stone Master John Bachar. Talk to 
J-Tree or Yosemite climbers from 
the mid-2000s, and like that of my 
coworker, their nostalgia for Acopa 
drips. After Bachar’s death, in 2009, 
the company released an homage 
to him in the form of the flagship 
JB shoe, built for trad climbing of 
all stripes. But Bachar’s passing 
had dealt a “painful personal loss 
and a major blow to our company,” 
as Piana wrote earlier this year on 
Climbing.com. Acopa dissolved. 

Then, in 2020, Acopa rose 
again, bringing the JB back to 
market—with updates. Built for El 
Cap, the Creek, and every style in 
between, the new JB has the same 
last and construction, but slight 
tweaks in materials make it more 
comfortable and durable; plus a 
facelift modernizes the blocky-
looking earlier iteration.

Pulling the JB out of the box, 
I was struck by its wide toebox. 
This design—supposedly because 
Bachar had wide feet!—is great 
for me. I never felt like my toes 
were crunched unnecessarily. Trad 
shoes need to be stable on small 
edges, and being able to feel your 
toes helps with that. That said, if 
you have narrow feet, you might 
find there’s a bit too much space 
up there. The sizing is true to your 
street shoe: I’m a 7 in sneakers, and 
the JBs in a 7 were bang on.

In terms of performance, the JB 
is a triple threat, lethal on cracks 
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and technical faces, and highly 
capable on gently overhanging 
terrain. I’ve worn them for 10-hour 
days on the wall, but I’ve also 
taken to reaching for the JBs for 
single-pitch limestone cragging—

P R O S

• Excellent 
sticky rubber

• Very comfortable
• Versatile: Good 

for cracks and 
slabs, trad 
and sport   

C O N S

• Minor 
delamination 

between sole/
rand after two 
months of use

• Toebox may be 
too wide for some 

the extra comfort is worth it. 
The rand wraps high around 
the heel, allowing you to drive 
power through your toes—good 
on slippery Rifle limestone or 
slick Yosemite granite. One note: 
On both the left and right shoes, 
I’ve noticed minor delamination 
between the sole and the inside 
rand—nothing that doesn’t happen 
to other shoes, but perhaps a 
bit sooner than expected (after 
a couple months of moderate 
wear). Regardless, the proprietary 
Acopa RS sole is 4.5 millimeters 
thick, versus 4 millimeters for 
both the La Sportiva TC Pro and 
Scarpa Maestro—comparable 
high-end trad models—so you’re in 
no danger of wearing through the 
individual components too quickly. 

The Acopa RS rubber felt firm 
underfoot—gummy in warm 
conditions, but still solid enough 
that you don’t feel like you’re 
climbing in socks. (When I asked 
him to dish on what makes the 
Acopa rubber so good, Piana said 
simply, “I will tell you that nobody 
else has our rubber.”) Similarly, the 
leather upper, at 1.8 millimeters 
thick, is robust enough to withstand 
the roughest Vedauwoo-style 
cracks. Meanwhile, the JB’s high-
top, with double pull-tabs and a 
comfy cotton lining to get your fat 
foot in there, provides nice ankle 
support and protection in those 
cracks. At $199, it’s in the same 
price tier as other top-end trad 
shoes—and the JB is certainly 
top-end. —Michael Levy
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$110, grivel.com

 The Grivel Stealth is a light, 
all-purpose helmet for ice, rock, 
and alpine. One thing I’ve liked is 
its lack of breakable plastic on 
the inner casing—those fragile 
little slivers. The majority of the 
Stealth’s inside is webbing, and 
there are only two bits of plastic, 
where webbing is held together; 
it would be hard to break those. 
Adjusting is easy via a single 
pull tab on the back. The shell is 
polycarbonate, which instills more 
confidence, at least for me, than 
a pure-foam helmet. Despite the 
feel of a hard shell, the Stealth 
is classified as a soft shell. The 
back of the bucket drops low, just 
under the occipital bun, and all 
climbers who sometimes forget 
to put their leg outside the rope 
can thank Grivel for that. At seven 
ounces, it weighs as much as 
an adult hamster, and as for the 
bright-yellow color option, hint: It’s 
best for getting rescued. You can 
also get the hardshell, which drops 
the price $20, or Recco reflective 
technology, which ups the price 
$10. —Francis Sanzaro

F I E L D  T E S T E D B

$172–229, outdoorresearch.com

  Outdoor Research’s Helium 
Down Jacket is an ultralight 
(12.6-ounce), 800-plus-fill hoodie 
made with Pertex’s Diamond Fuse 
technology, which uses interlocking 
diamond-shaped filaments for 
abrasion resistance. As a mountain 
guide among our testers noted, 
“The heavy shell held up to rigor I’d 
never subject many a lightweight 
down jacket to”—including skiing 
through tight trees and thrashing 
up the topout chimney on ENT Gully 
(WI 2) in Vermont. The waterproof 
hood and shoulders repelled sleet 
nicely, while the fit was roomy—
great for layering, though it did 
create some ballooning during 
athletic moves. Still, the Helium was 
“a breath of durable and sustainable 
air in the lightweight-puffy genre … ” 
where many such jackets shred all 
too quickly. —Matt Samet

$130, myovolt.com

  With bilateral tennis elbow last spring, I was the perfect tester for 
the Myovolt Arm, a wearable massage device that uses “targeted 
vibrating technology.” The cuff fastens with thick Velcro straps. I 
found myself wishing the straps had buckles, so you could ratchet 
fit, but after experimentation I realized the unit doesn’t need to be 
super-tight to be effective—you just slide it on. The Myovolt has 
three modes, all lasting for 10-minute cycles: wave mode (recovery), 
pulse mode (recovery and range of motion), and continuous 
(warm-up). I defaulted to pulse mode: The repeating pulsations felt 
good on my sore forearms, especially after a long day of climbing; 
the vibration short-circuited pain messages to my brain, making it 
easier to relax my arms and dive into my nightly PT. Will the Myovolt 
singlehandedly cure tendonitis? Probably not. But it is an effective, 
soothing—albeit somewhat pricey—massage/recovery tool. —MS

Outdoor Research 
Helium Down Jacket

Myovolt Arm

Grivel Stealth $99, wildcountry.com

  I’ve long been a fan of Wild 
Country harnesses, so was 
excited about their new ultralight 
(7.8-ounce, size XS) sport harness, 
the Mosquito. Both another tester, 
Brandon, and I were impressed, 
most notably with the leg loops, 
which, while fixed, have a large, 
elasticated inner-thigh band and 
risers to accommodate both sport-
climber beanpoles and alpinist 
tree trunks. (“These were the first 
fixed leg loops that weren’t too big 
and loose for me,” said Brandon.) 
The Mosquito is stripped down—
with four, well-placed gear loops, 
a small aluminum fast buckle, 
and an O-ring of a belay loop—but 
there’s still enough mesh padding 
on the legs and waist for reliable 
comfort on long belays and 
while hanging. With its moderate 
support and slightly stiff feel out 
of the bag, the harness wore more 
like a medium-weight offering, 
though it’s still agile on gymnastic 
sport, especially as it softens and 
breaks in. The one ding was its 
tendency to shift laterally when 
hanging; all harnesses do this to a 
degree, but the Mosquito perhaps 
did it a bit more, though it could 
have been a sizing issue. —MS

Wild Country Mosquito

GREEN
 BUY

$220 (60 m) or $240 (70 m), 
edelrid.com

  Edelrid’s Neo 3R is likely the 
greenest rope out there—it’s 
made 50 percent from recycled 
pre-consumer rope materials. How 
Edelrid derives the material is a 
complex story (visit edelrid.de/en/
microsite/neo-3r.php). Essentially, 
they take leftover cuttings/yarns 
from the manufacture of other 
ropes, blend these polyamide 
materials into a fluffy grist, and 
then process that grist into 
regranulate pellet form. Finally, the 
regranulate is extruded into yarns 
woven into the final rope. 
I tested both locally and in Ten 
Sleep. The Neo 3R is rated to five 
UIAA falls, weighs 61 g/m, and 
has a dynamic elongation of 37 
percent, a static elongation of 
8.3 percent, and an impact force 
of 8.6 kN—pretty standard rope 
specs. Even new, the rope had a 
remarkably soft, broken-in hand 
that made for easy handling and 
soft catches. At 9.8 mm, it was a 
reliable, versatile cragging cord—
thick enough for working burns and 
toproping but not cumbersome on 
redpoints. The Neo is also bluesign 
certified—a certification for textiles 
made with ecological rigor during 
sourcing and production. —MS

Edelrid Neo 3R 
9.8 mm


