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The Student Govern-
ment Association held its 
first public meeting of the 
semester last week to dis-
cuss proposed constitu-
tional revisions and struc-
tural changes aimed at 
streamlining efforts within 
the organization. 

Tuesday’s meeting invit-
ed members of the TWU 
community to weigh in 
on what could become a 
landmark undertaking for 
the SGA. President Mya 
Anderson addressed at-
tendees, explaining how 
the changes will aid in the 
SGA’s efforts to improve 
communication, support 
understaffed branches 
and clarify senators’ re-
sponsibilities. 

The proposed amend-
ments would heighten the 
requirements for elected 
officers, requiring a GPA of 
3.0 over the previous 2.5. 
Other changes include 
the addition of clarifying 
language throughout the 
document and detailing of 
the changes in senators’ 
responsibilities respective 
to committee reorganiza-
tion. 

SGA leaders said that 
the proposed restructur-
ing would increase pro-
ductivity and allow more 
collaboration between the 
Executive Board and Sen-
ate members. 

 “SGA kind of operated 
as three separate branch-
es, so we were trying to 
figure out – and have been 
still trying to work to – 
bring those three branch-

es together,” SGA Execu-
tive Vice President Jaleah 
Logan said. 

Changes include the ad-
dition of two new com-
mittees: the Judiciary 
Committee and the Public 
Relations Committee. Each 
committee will be led by a 
member of the Executive 
Board and will consist of 
committee members from 
the Senate.

Public Relations, which 
is currently handled solely 
by Vice President of PR 
Madyson Plummer, will 
gain three senators if the 
proposed restructuring 
is approved. SGA leaders 
hope the change will im-
prove efforts to maintain 
consistent, open commu-
nications with the TWU 
community. 

“We thought they [PR] 
needed help with their po-
sition because it’s a lot to 
ask one PR person, where-
as we now have three, to 
do the work of making the 
fliers, updating our web-
site, handling our Pioneer 
Engage, things like that,” 
Anderson said.

The move to amend the 
Constitution could be de-
scribed as an ambitious 
undertaking. Revision ef-
forts have been underway 
since 2016, and the SGA 
has not updated the docu-
ment itself since 2006. 

“[The current consti-
tution] currently is not 
structured for us to be 
successful in our organiza-
tion because people have 
just left it alone through-
out the years,” Anderson 
said. “So it does definitely 

take that internal effort 
of saying, ‘OK, how can 
we structure ourselves to 
better represent the stu-
dent body?’” 

Despite the meeting 
being open to the public, 
no one apart from SGA 
members attended – but 
the Senate hopes inter-
est in the organization will 
continue to grow as sena-
tors work to devote more 
resources to outreach ef-
forts. 

“We believe that fixing 
this Constitution and get-
ting ourselves structured 
so we can better serve 
the student body will defi-
nitely help,” Anderson said 
in response to questions 
about efforts to improve 
student engagement. 

“It’s still a growing pro-
cess; it’s still a learning 
process – but we always 
ask for suggestions and 
questions and any con-
cerns brought to us,” Lo-
gan said. 

Senators say they are 
taking a long look on im-
provements and will con-
tinue brainstorming ways 
to provide effective rep-
resentation for TWU stu-
dents. 

 “Change doesn’t hap-
pen overnight – that’s 
the motto that we kind 
of keep telling ourselves,” 
Anderson said. “You’ve 
got to work in the mud a 
little bit for it to get where 
you want it to go.” 

The SGA will review sug-
gested edits at their next 
general meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 29.

SGA overhaul ushers in new 
era in student government

Christmas in the park

By AMBER GAUDET

According to the Title 
IX policy at TWU, “Tex-
as Woman’s University 
is committed to creat-
ing and maintaining an 
academic, residential and 
work environment free 
from sexual misconduct 
and other forms of sex 
discrimination.” 

This policy helps pro-
tect students, faculty and 
staff from sexual miscon-
duct and sex discrimina-
tion. Examples of sexual 
misconduct include sexual 
assault, sexual harass-
ment, sexual exploitation, 
dating/domestic violence 
and stalking. Examples 
of sex and gender-based 
discrimination are bullying 
based on gender identity, 
denying an educational or 

employment opportunity 
because one is born male 
or female and failing to 
provide reasonable aca-
demic accommodations 
to pregnant and parenting 
students. 

Student Resources aims 
to help students in the 
best ways possible, in-
cluding helping students 
report sexual misconduct 
or finding the resources 
they need for coping or 
protection. Director and 
Coordinator of Title IX Par-
rish Nicholls explains that 
students can go to law 
enforcements at any time, 
and they do not have to 
go through his office first 
for campus-related mis-
conduct. 

“Complainants typical-
ly have the choice as to 
whether or not my office 

will contact law enforce-
ment on their behalf, since 
for a handful of reasons 
they may not wish for 
this to happen,” Nicholls 
said. However, he explains 
that in some instances, 
law enforcements must 
be contacted, “such as 
when there is a pattern 
of similar behavior by the 

accused or the incident in-
volved a weapon.”

There are options for 
students wanting to get 
help on campus. Coming 
forward can be intimidat-
ing. “My advice for any-
one who is hesitant about 
coming forward with a 
concern is to think about 
others, present and fu-

ture, who may experience 
the same behavior,” Nich-
olls said. Students coming 
forward should remember 
that even though they 
report an incident, their 
identity does not always 
have to be shared with 
the accused, and a formal 
investigation is not always 
inevitable. 

Filing a report can be 
done through multiple 
places. Students, faculty 
and staff can make re-
ports online through the 
TWU website or through 
lighthouse-services.com/
twu. To report to a co-
ordinator, contact Nich-
olls at (940) 898-3518 
or email at pnicholls@
twu.edu. Title IX Deputy: 
Vice President for Stu-
dent Life Monica Mendez-
Grant can be contacted 

at (940) 898-3601 or 
(940) 898-3629 and can 
be reached through email 
at mmendezgrant@twu.
edu. Title IX Deputy: Di-
rector of Civility & Com-
munity Standards Michelle 
Reeves can be reached 
by phone at (940) 898- 
2969 or through email at 
mreeves@twu.edu. Title 
IX Deputy: Assistant Di-
rector of Athletics for 
Compliance and Academic 
Services Charlotte L. Hunt 
can be reached at (940) 
898-2383 or by email at 
chunt2@twu.edu. 

Nicholls wants students 
to remember that they 
can anonymously make a 
report through the light-
house-services website or 
through the TWU Ethics 
and Compliance Hotline at 
(844) 406-0004.

Know the boundaries: Title IX
By LACEY CUTBURTH

The death of two Den-
ton county brothers has 
riddled headline news 
at local and neighbor-
ing cities within the past 
few weeks. From heart-
wrenching remembrance 
to questing for a cause, 
the story has been cov-
ered from many different 
angles. Unanswered ques-
tions concerning Diego 
and Daniel Rivera’s fatal 
accident in the 400 block 
of Hickory Creek Road call 
for a deeper dig.

The boys were report-
ed missing at 7:40 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 8 after 
leaving their home at 5:40 
p.m. and not answering 
phone calls or returning 
home from Denton Guyer 
High School and the Frisco 
Stonebriar Mall as they 
had mentioned to their 
mother. The next morning 
at 7:51 a.m., the Denton 
police received a phone 
call about what would be 
identified as the boys in 
their overturned, white 
SUV in Hickory Creek. 

The SUV was recovered 
from “a stretch of Hickory 
Creek Road that has no 
guardrails or streetlights,” 
according to an article by 
Dalton LaFerney of the 
Denton-Record Chronicle.

Additionally, the article 
claims that this specific 
stretch of road “is main-
tained by Denton County 
that has made headlines 

for being dangerous.” 
LaFerney also report-
ed that rescue officials 
claimed that “multiple” 
fatalities have taken place 
there. 

News about the acci-
dent spread, and the pub-
lic began wondering “what 
officials could do about 
the stretch of road, where 
multiple crashes and fa-
talities have occurred,” 
another article from 
LaFerney said. As a part 
of Precinct 1, the portion 
of the Hickory Creek Road 
where the accident oc-
curred directed questions 
at Denton County Com-
missioner Hugh Coleman.

In a phone interview 
Thursday, Jan. 10, Cole-
man allegedly said that 
“the last time somebody 
died in that area, the 
county put up more traffic 
signs, added rumble strips 
and other traffic calming 
devices,” according to 
LaFerney’s article. 

Less than a week after 
the fatal accident, the 
city and county were in 
the middle of an amassed 
community reaction, to 
which officials announced 
that Denton County will 
add a new guardrail in the 
county-portion of Hickory 
Creek Road Monday, Jan. 
14. Denton Mayor Chris 
Watts also announced 
that the city plans to affix 
more directional signage 
along the city-run portion 
of the road. Watts also 

said that the city plans to 
add reflective raised pave-
ment directors to help 
navigate the curvature of 
the road, in addition to 
more reflective signs and 
the possibility of adding 
more guardrail to city-run 
parts of the road. 

“We hope residents 
understand that Com-
missioner Coleman has 
installed several safety 
measures over the years, 
and this is the next step 
on behalf of residents,” 
County Judge Andy Eads 
said in a county news re-
lease.

Entering his 10th year 
with the Denton County 
Commissioners Court, 
Coleman’s website prides 
his hard work “to provide 
transportation infrastruc-
ture to Denton Coun-
ty.” Further, his website 
claims him to be “improv-
ing county facilities and 
equipment…to provide 
pavement over ninety per-
cent of the roads main-
tained my Precinct One 
while, at the same time, 
improving streets and mo-
bility in numerous Precinct 
One municipalities.”

Additional accolades 
found on Coleman’s web-
site include partnerships 
with cities and TXDOT to 
work on expanding a list 
of State Highways and 
municipal streets, none of 
which are Hickory Creek 
Road.
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