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Never A Dull Moment

Student opinion hearings discuss changes in tuition, parking
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Last Monday was the deadline 
to register for the primary 

elections coming up Mar. 3, but 
some students, faculty and staff 
on campus have been deputized to 
help Denton County residents be-
come registered voters before the 
upcoming presidential election.

Through the Volunteer Deputy 
Registrar Program, Texas residents 
may become volunteer deputy reg-
istrars to assist with and ensure 
correct completion of voter reg-
istration in a designated county. 

“I have been a registrar most of 
the years I’ve lived in Texas,” Dr. 
Jennifer Danley-Scott, a political 
science professor at Texas Woman’s 
University and VDR for Denton 
County, said. “As a political sci-
ence instructor, it’s one of our jobs 
to encourage students to become 
registered, and so I want to be able 
to help a student if they do want 
to become registered. But, there’s 
a secondary importance, which 
is, sometimes when people fill out 
their voter registration forms, they 

may not do it correctly – or there 
may be a legibility issue – where, if 
a county official can’t actually read 
the handwriting, it may be difficult 
for the county to get back to the 
voter – or the potential voter – and 
say, ‘Oh, we couldn’t register you.’”

Voter registration forms include 
instructions to help fill out the 
form, but the main issue, Dan-
ley-Scott said, is often legibility.

“The last thing I would want is 
a student to show up on election 
day thinking they were registered 
only to find out that they’re not, 
and being a registrar helps with 
that process because we look at 
the form, and we make sure that 
everything’s done correctly so that 
when it’s submitted, we’re there, 
kind of, as that double-check – 
that back-up – to make sure that 
they’re really going to be registered 
and that there’s not going to be a 
problem.” Danley-Scott said. “And 
I think that that’s very important. 
There’s already a lot of intimida-
tion when somebody tries to vote 
the first time, and the last thing 

Students at ‘extremely low’ risk of corona-
virus exposure, TWU health officials say
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See CORONAVIRUS on pg. 3

Volunteer Deputy Registrars help Den-
ton county residents register to vote

Texas Woman’s University repre-
sentatives discussed proposed 

changes in tuition, parking and park-
ing fees, and residence life during pub-
lic hearings held to solicit student opin-
ions on the Denton campus last week. 

 Administrators reviewed university-
wide changes for the 2021 and 2022 fiscal 
years in two days of hearings Feb. 5 and 
6. Though the discussions were meant to 

allow students to weigh in on changes before 
they are presented to the Board of Regents, 
only one student showed up for the hearings, 
which covered proposed increases in tuition 
and parking rates, changes in parking allo-
cation and changes to housing for residents. 

Several students did view the event, which 
was live-streamed for remote students and 
those that could not attend the hearings, online. 

Tuition
At the forefront of the two-day discussions 

was a proposal to raise designated tuition 
from $176.30 per credit hour to $180.70 for 

the fiscal year 2021 and $186 for the fis-
cal year 2022. If approved, the first in-
crease would take effect in fall 2020.

Jason Tomlinson, vice president for Fi-
nance and Administration, said the uni-
versity uses the Higher Education Price 
Index, which studies the cost of inflation 
for colleges and universities to determine 
the rate by which TWU would need to in-
crease tuition to maintain current academic 
standards. At 2.5%, TWU’s proposed in-
crease for 2021 falls just under the HEPI 
2020 estimate of 2.6%. Since estimates 
have yet to be released for 2022, TWU aver-
aged the past three years of HEPI estimates 
to arrive at the 2.93% increase proposed. 

The increases will go toward supporting 
departments who requested differential tu-
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Although the coronavirus has spread to 
more than 20 countries including the 

United States in the past several weeks, Texas 
Woman’s University officials say there is little 
chance the virus will make its way to campus. 

Amid concern the group of respiratory vi-
ruses known as coronaviruses, which can 

cause everything from a cold to Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome, is rap-
idly spreading, TWU released a state-
ment Jan. 30 educating students about 
the relatively low risk of contraction. 

“The university is collaborating 
with Denton County Public Health 
and other state and national health 

organizations to implement best 
practices for screening and treat-
ing any student who may report 
symptoms,” an Inside TWU news 
release reads. “TWU does not have 
any known international students, 
faculty or staff with recent travel 
to China, and there are no con-
firmed cases in Texas at this time.”

Though cases of coronavirus - or 
2019-nCoV, which is the active strain 
- have continued to spread in the past 
several weeks, Dr. Constance Men-
ard, director of Student Health Ser-
vices at TWU, cited the absence of 
local cases as a measure of the likeli-
hood the virus would reach students. 

 “At the current time, there are 
only 12 confirmed cases in the U.S. 
and the vast majority of possible 
cases have been negative,” Menard 
said. “Based on current knowledge, 
the risk to TWU students from 
this coronavirus is extremely low.”

Since the first case of the corona-
virus appeared in Wuhan, China in 
early January, more than 40,000 
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Over 100 people were evacuated from 
a Hong Kong apartment building 
after two residents contracted the 
coronavirus, prompting concern 
2019-nCoV could be spread through 
pipes. Hong Kong’s Centre for 
Health Protection said the two live 
on separate floors. Residents were 
evacuated after an unsealed pipe 
was found in one of the patient’s 
bathrooms.

Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont led 
poll averages ahead of the New 
Hampshire primaries Tuesday, with 
former Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg a 
close second in support among several 
surveys. Both campaigns headed into 
New Hampshire amid uncertainty 
over the Iowa caucus, which failed to 
deliver a clear winner.

The Pentagon is reporting a large 
increase in the number of American 
troops diagnosed with traumatic 
brain injuries following an Iranian 
missile attack last month. More than 
100 troops have been affected and 
21 have been sent back to the U.S. 
for treatment for concussion-like 
symptoms, David Martin of CBS News 
reports.

An audio tape from 2015 in which 
presidential candidate Michael 
Bloomberg defended “stop and frisk” 
police practices surfaced on Twitter 
Monday. The controversial policy was 
implemented during Bloomberg’s term 
as mayor of New York. The audio has 
yet to be independently verified by 
major U.S. news outlets. 

Engagement Editor
Catherine Tomaszewski
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ferential tuition, including Educa-
tion, Visual Arts, Physical Therapy, 
Chemistry & Biochemistry, and Com-
munication Sciences & Oral Health. 

“I want to be clear and tell you that 
I’ve vetted this very carefully with each 
academic unit that is requesting an in-
crease because I know that it’s expen-
sive to get an education and people are 
taking loans,” Dr. Carolyn Kapinus, 
interim provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, said. “We don’t want 
people to incur more costs than they 
have to. On the other hand, we do have 
to make sure we have the resources 
we need to deliver the highest quality 
education possible, so it’s very impor-
tant to balance both of those factors.”

Kapinus said many of the request-
ing units have high equipment fees 
while others, like Education, in-
cur exam fees for student teachers.

Higher rates would also support de-
partments receiving student fees, such 
as Fitness & Recreation and Instruc-
tional Enhancement, which funds ser-
vices like the Write Site and the Pio-
neer Center for Student Excellence. 

Cost of parking permits
Administrators presented the Park-

ing Committee’s recommendations of 
rate changes during the hearings, in-
cluding a 186% increase in the price 
of parking permits for commuters.

While commuters paid $70 for 
2019-2020 annual permits, the 2020-
2021 rate for faculty/staff/commuter 
decals would increase to $200 if the 
proposed changes are approved by 
the Board of Regents. Resident pass-
es would increase to $115 and mo-
torcycle permits from $35 to $200.

Faculty and staff reserved per-
mits will be available for $350. 

The rate changes account for the in-
creasing decline in the sale of park-
ing permits since the 2016-2017 fis-
cal year. The new rate structure will 
generate the $1.5 million needed from 
the sale of a projected 7,900 permits. 

“Some of that [permit sales] has 
gone down because of construction 
on campus as well as being able to use 
the church, which we’re very grate-
ful for, but basically, you’ve got to gen-
erate that revenue over 8,000 park-
ing permits sold,” Tomlinson said.

Tomlinson said the changes for all per-
mits are less than the rates proposed by 
a parking consultant who evaluated the 
costs of operating parking on campus, 
and the changes have been discussed with 
student leaders and in RHA town halls.

“We have 8,000 permits and 
4,000 spaces, so we’re open to all 
suggestions,” Tomlinson said. “It’s 
just a balancing act as we do it.”

Garage parking rates will not change, 
remaining at $350 for general ga-
rage parking and $525 for reserved. 

Parking changes
Tomlinson also discussed recom-

mendations from the Parking Com-
mittee and students about how to im-
prove parking on the Denton campus. 

Among the changes being consid-

ered are to pave an area between Jones 
and Grove Street, where construc-
tion workers currently park, adding 
more spaces to the east side of campus. 

Tomlinson said adding the lot would 
allow the university to consider resident 
requests for parking near Parliament Vil-
lage and still accommodate commuters 
who need access to the center of campus. 

A contractor is evaluating 
how many parking spots could 
be built in the proposed space. 

Tomlinson said the university is also 
considering what to do with a contrac-
tor-built lot northeast of the intramural 
field that houses about 75 spaces, which 
could serve as a remote lot with a lower 
price point or as a resident lot to help 
the 100-car overflow from Lowry Woods, 
Stark and Guinn, with shuttle stops. 

Other       recommendations         be-
ing              considered       include:
• Adding access to 380 from 

Frame Street to help traffic flow
• Adding a 10-ft.-wide light-

ed trail on Ruddell Street
• Adding more surface lot reserved spaces
• Identifying reserved clinical spaces
• Identifying spots for the library 

and Fitness & Recreation for late-
night visitors to these buildings 

• Adding a daily rate to the garage, which 
would require a gate to be installed

• Gating the visitor lot
• Allowing students to purchase two per-

mits, such as resident and commuter 
• Exploring a golf cart program 

Tomlinson said there has been some 
debate over whether allowing students 
to buy two permits would unfairly favor 
those with more disposable income and 
would pose the same issues all-decal lots 
created – more competition for spaces. 

Nursing major Madyson Gross, a resi-
dent of Parliament Village’s South Hall 
and the only student to attend the hear-
ings in person, said she has been in 
talks with administrators about how 
to address concerns about parking. 

Gross is missing several mus-
cles and ribs and has nerve dam-
age following surgery, w h i c h 

makes what she said is sometimes more than 
a 10-minute walk to her dorm room difficult. 

“I don’t consider myself disabled, but I know 
there’s a lot of students with smaller issues like mine 
that have issues walking to and from,” Gross said.

Gross said she comes home from work at 1 or 2 
a.m. and feels unsafe walking across campus at night. 

“They say you can ask for cops to come and 
pick you up, but the cops are not feeling friendly 
about that, and I don’t necessarily blame them 
[because] it’s not their job, really,” Gross said. 

Gross said the option to park anywhere af-
ter 4 p.m. is not convenient for residents like 
her who often work late into the evening. 

“You can park your car anywhere after 4 p.m., 
but the deadline for that is you have to have your 
car moved by 7 a.m. so if you get back at 1 a.m., 
trying to get up at 7 a.m. is not easy,” Gross said.

Gross is among more than 700 students 
who have signed a Change.org petition to 
“Change parking in Parliament Village at TWU.”

While Tomlinson said they are working 
with the petition creators to form solutions to 
concerns, the current parking situation cre-
ates less conflict than previous allocations. 

 “We’re still working on it - it’s a process in de-
velopment, but we get less complaints today on 
parking than we have since I’ve been here, and 
I’ve been here for two years,” Tomlinson said. 

Housing
TWU will rezone dorms beginning this 

fall, with Parliament Village moving from 
sophomore housing to freshman dorms and 
sophomores occupying Guinn and Stark. 

“We did some focus groups, and the students who 
participated in that felt that the amenities associated 
with Parliament Village were more ideal for first-year 
students, whereas the amenities of Guinn and Stark 
were more ideal for continuing students,” Dr. Monica 
Mendez-Grant, vice president of Student Life, said. 
“In Guinn and Stark, students have control over the 
air conditioning as well as private restrooms, like a 
suite. In Parliament Village, there’s more commu-
nity space associated with the pod that they think 
would be a better match for first-year students.”

Mendez-Grant said students are be-
ing informed of the changes as part of 
the priority housing sign-up process. 

To view recordings of the student opin-
ion hearings, visit https://livestream.
com/TWUDenton/TWU-Tuit ion-Hearings .
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This week’s blotter covers the week 
of Feb. 3-10.

Lowry Woods Community – An 
officer was dispatched to a welfare 
concern near the Mary Hufford Hall 
of the Lowry Woods Community 
Apartment Complex last Thursday 
after a caller reported a car was left 
running in a parking lot for several 
hours. The officer found two people 
in the vehicle and the smell of 
marijuana emitting from the vehicle. 
One individual received a citation for 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Guinn Hall – After a dating 
relationship ended, an alleged 
suspect was reported Friday for 
making threats to his ex, including 
threats of personal harm, releasing 
of intimate visual material, and 
alleged physical abuse during the 
relationship. This resulted in three 
offenses in the same case: threat 
to publish intimate visual material, 
assault causing bodily injury (family 
violence) and terroristic threat.

Fit and Rec program aims to help students create positive change 

The Fitness and Recreation Cen-
ter invites students to compete for 

prizes and learn more about resources 
the center offers in their annual incen-
tive program from Jan. 27 to Mar. 8

Envision 2020 is a six-week program 
aimed at helping students create behavioral 
changes that could not only last them the 
year, but the entire decade. Students can 
earn points by going to the gym and work-
ing out which can be used to win prizes. 

Dr. Beth Palmer, the executive director 
of Fitness and Recreation, said she believes 
the key to the program is behavioral change. 

“The purpose behind everything we try 
to do and promote would not [be] just to 
provide a location for an activity or pro-
gram but to also provide some way where 
you can truly embrace what you’re do-
ing and truly have a behavioral change 
and mindset of wellness,” Palmer said. 

Allison Meguro, the assistant director for 
Health and Wellbeing, said Envision 2020 
is not completely different from Commit to 
Fit, the fitness program they did last spring, 
but one new element they started imple-
menting is bonus points. Meguro said the 
bonus points are another way to incentivize students 
to participate in some of the other activities and pro-
grams the Fit and Rec offers. Students can earn bonus 
points by going to a group exercise class, participat-
ing in intramural sports or going to the climbing wall. 

“Everything across the health and wellbe-
ing scope we have in [the Fit and Rec],” Meguro 
said. “Really it’s just exposing our students to all of 
the things we have here and creating those hab-
its and behavioral changes, so they can help them-
selves be better students while they’re here and 
then better people even after they leave [TWU].” 

Meguro said that one thing that worked last year 
when Fit and Rec did Commit to Fit were pop-up 
programs, and when working with her student su-
pervisors, Meguro said she wanted to make sure 

they incorporated more of that into Envision 
2020. This year, participants can also earn bo-
nus points by going to the special pop-up events. 

“The students lead the programming choices, and 
we want to make sure it stays like that,” Palmer said.

Senior social work major Deborah Abim-
bola said she didn’t work out often before 
she signed up for Commit to Fit last year, but 
she decided to sign up because she thought it 
would help her stay committed to working out. 

“I used the opportunity to Commit to Fit program 
as a commitment to exercise to control my weight and 
reduce my fluctuating high blood pressure,” Abimbo-
la said. “I’ve always wanted to exercise by myself, but I 
have not been faithful. I was diagnosed with high blood 
pressure a few years ago, and my doctor recommend-
ed exercising, which I did, and it worked out great.”’ 

By PLAMEDIE IFASSO

Abimbola said she also registered for En-
vision 2020 again to help her lose some of 
the weight she may have gained since last 
spring, and believes the program is helpful. 

Blair Baumann, a junior dental hygiene ma-
jor, also competed in Commit to Fit and said even 
though she didn’t register for Envision 2020 
because she is training for races, she believes 
the program is a great way to build discipline. 

“I think it’s a great way to stay on track with being 
fit,” Baumann said. “It keeps you accountable even 
on the days when you feel your weakest. These work-
out programs truly enforce the idea that even on our 
worst days, something is always better than nothing.” 

Amber Gaudet can be reached at agaudet@twu.edu.
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Stationary bikes are lined up and overlook into a basketball court at The Texas Woman’s University Fitness and Recreation Center Feb. 5, 2020. 
Photo by Sarah Pham.

Plamedie Ifasso can be reached via email at pifasso@twu.
edu.

cases have been confirmed around the 
world. The World Health Organiza-
tion declared the virus a Global Health 
Emergency Jan. 30, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention have de-
ployed public health officials to screen 
passengers arriving from Wuhan at major 
ports of entry around the United States. 

Most confirmed cases, however, 
have been in China, with sporadic 
cases appearing in parts of Asia, Eu-
rope, Australia and the United States. 

Symptoms of the virus include fever, 
cough and shortness of breath, and can 
lead to complications like pneumonia. 
Because of the low risk to students who 
have not been in contact with anyone 
infected, Menard said the appearance of 
such symptoms is much more likely to 
be indicative of the flu than coronavirus. 

“Students should know that symp-
toms of coronavirus are similar to the flu,” Menard 
said. “While there are no cases for the coronavirus in 
Texas, there are lots of cases of the flu in Texas and at 
TWU. The flu is much more likely if the student is sick.”

Symptoms appear two to 14 days after exposure. Though 
officials are still working to determine exactly how the 
virus spreads, it is believed to be transmitted via nasal 
fluid or saliva when infected persons sneeze or cough. 

The CDC recommends people wash their hands 
for at least 20 seconds or use alcohol-based sani-
tizers and avoid contact with infected per-

sons to lower the chances of contracting respiratory vi-
ruses. Officials do not recommend wearing face masks. 

Though she said TWU will continue to monitor emerg-
ing facts about the virus, Menard stressed the situation is rap-
idly changing and encouraged members of the TWU com-
munity to visit the CDC website for the latest information.      

A 13th case of coronavirus in the U.S. has been con-
firmed since The Lasso’s  interivew with Constance  Menard. 

University coordinates with public health officials on Coronavirus

Graphic by Angelica Monsour.  
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Riley
Collins

Sophomore 
Dance

“Love is just a very strong feeling, a bond that you 
have. Something you feel when you are very attached 
to someone, obviously. You would do anything for that 
person, whether that person’s your mom, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, partner or best friend”

Q: What does love mean to you?

Emani
Deary

“To me, love is unconditional. You can’t really choose 
who you love and when to love, it kind of just 
happens. Sometimes it’s not the right time, but it’s a 
thing.”

Destiny
Knight

Senior
Dance

“Love is basically just anyone you spend multiple hours 
a day thinking about, whether it’s a partner or best 
friend. Somebody that is constantly on your mind. 
You always want the best for them and, you know, just 
want to be around them as much as possible.”

Sophia 
Antenora

Freshman 
Graphic Design

“Loving someone unconditionally and putting them 
before yourself.”

Madi 
Carrio

Freshman
Music Education

“Caring for someone unconditionally no matter what 
and making sure you have their back and they have 
yours.”

Sophomore 
Dance

Arts & life

Deputies promote registration 
literacy among voters

Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.
Student Union at Hubbard Hall, Southwest 
Ballroom

Dragula season 3 winner Landon Cider will 
host a night of local, national and student 
performances in TWU’s annual drag show. 
The event is free to TWU students and $5 for 
others. Cash tips will be donated to 
OUTreach Denton. 

Feb. 19, All Day

TWU Student Health Services is facilitating 
the American Heart Association’s Go Red 
for Women awareness challenge. Students 
from Denton, Dallas and Houston can join 
online by taking and posting a picture of 
your walk or physical activity and tagging 
@healthytwu with #TWUGoesRed and 
#GoRed.

Kings, Queens and 
Non-Binary Beings: 
TWU Drag Show

Career & 
Internship Fair - 
Spring 2020  

Go Red: Walking 
Wednesday

WED

MON
WED

Feb. 19, 12 - 3 p.m. 
Denton Campus - Student Union at 
Hubbard Hall 

TWU Students of all majors and classifica-
tions are invited to come to meet employers 
and learn about internship and job opportu-
nities. Make sure to dress professionally and 
bring copies of your resume!

SUN Feb. 16, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Golden Triangle Mall 

If you need professional attire, join Career 
Connections at JCPenny at the Golden 
Triangle Mall and enjoy savings up to 60 
percent. 

24
Feb. 24, 5-7 p.m.
Denton Campus – Student Union at 
Hubbard Hall Room 2231

Come learn tips and tricks on caring for your 
natural hair in the new student union! The 
event is free, open to the public, and will be 
hosted by Student Life.

WED

Friday, February 21, 2020
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Guinn Hall Room Commons

Faculty, staff and students are welcome to 
join Student Life to celebrate black culture 
through the viewing of feature films 
throughout the month of February. The event 
is free to attend. 

Black Film Fridays: 
School Daze

FRI

VOTING ctd. from pg. 1

thing I would want is for somebody to take the time, go show up, be excited, 
and maybe there was something wrong with the way they wrote the address 
and now they’re not registered and they’re confused as to why that happened.”

Turnout and voter registration figures from 1970 to current posted by the 
Texas Secretary of State show that the percentage of voting age population reg-
istered to vote floats in the 70%range. In comparison to these percentages, the 
turnout rate for registered voters is lowest at Constitutional elections and high-
est during presidential elections, but still hardly ever reaches a 60% turnout 
rate out of the VAP registered voters in the state of Texas. These figures show 
how much room Texas has to improve on voter registration, but what they do 
not show are the people that help to push for increases in registration rates.

“So, the midterm election back in 2018 was, like really important to me,” 
recently deputized Denton County VDR and second-year student at TWU 
Amanda Greenwood said. “A lot of people here that were registered in Den-
ton, I would just offer to drive them because I was in the residence halls –
obviously, because I was a freshman – and there were a lot of people who 
just didn’t have cars, and so I drove, maybe, like three people – not a lot 
– but, I would tell people about it. That was just really important to me.”

For Danley-Scott both, being a deputized voter registrar and active voter stems from 
her personal background and a deeper mindset of responsibility and importance.

“So, my father was, sort of, the impetus, and [said], ‘This is why vot-
ing is important,’ and then in college, I wasn’t quite sure what I want-
ed to do, but I had some really good political science professors – just 
excellent political science professors – who really brought home the 
importance of being involved in the process – being involved as voters, but 
also as citizens that keep an eye on your government,” Danley-Scott said. 

Greenwood shares similar sentiments about being civi-
cally engaged and doing her part as a citizen in a democracy.

“If you’re a person, that’s what you do to stay civically engaged, and to get what 
you want out of the government that you live in,” Greenwood said. “So, I just feel 
like it’s a good idea for everyone to vote, regardless of what your political beliefs 
are, because I feel like that’s the only way to try to get like a clear, like, whoever’s the 
majority to have – you know what I mean? Because, like, people aren’t voting, obvi-
ously, people aren’t getting what everyone wants, you’re just getting what the peo-
ple who are voting wants. I just kind of believe in equal representation all around, 
and I want everyone to have a voice in the government that dictates their lives.”

As an academic support assistant for TWU Housing & Dining, Greenwood is 
able to engage her peers more directly, but Danley-Scott engages students in dif-
ferent ways. A table was set up at the recent SENCER symposium, but VDR’s 
plan to be set up around campus at other public events in the near future where 
large amounts of students are expected to attend. In more public settings, Dan-
ley-Scott said there are often tables set up for students and community members 
to get registered or check their voter registration status at, but she also leaves 
forms outside her office door for students to fill out and mail on their own.

While Danley-Scott and Greenwood encourage that forms be reviewed 
by a VDR, registrars offer forms that can be filled out and turned in by the 
VDR or that can be filled out and mailed by the voter registering. In addi-
tion to helping register voters, VDRs can also help with changing an address 
for a voter who is already registered so that you can vote in Denton Coun-
ty. To register to vote or change your address, find a voter registration table 
around campus and a VDR can help answer questions and review forms.

Katelyn Garst can be reached at rgarst@twu.edu.
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ACROSS
1. Sell illegally
6. Crime scene evidence
9. “From California to the New 
York Island,” e.g.
13. Berth deck in relation to  
poop deck
14. Poetic over
15. Chocolate cake ingredient
16. Like Solitaire player
17. Go a-courting
18. Packing
19. *”Go Tell It on the
Mountain” author
21. *South Africa’s first black 
president
23. Bag, ‡ Paris
24. Schooner pole
25. #1 on Billboards Chart, e.g.
28. One way to memorize
30. *Civil rights activist and 
Ferguson opponent
35. Single pip cards
37. Give a shot of novocaine
39. Call forth
40. Long John Silver’s walk
41. Sauna product
43. Dashing style
44. Pariah, for medical reasons
46. Back arrow key
47. As opposed to gross
48. Kane and Goldberg, TV 

characters
50. Georgia ____ university
52. Poseidon’s domain
53. MXN, as in currency
55. Snowman Olaf ’s favorite 
thing
57. *2019 eponymous movie 

character
61. Errand runner, at court
65. Matter of debate
66. Harry Potter’s Hedwig
68. Ineffectual vomiting
69. Giblets part
70. *Famous movie director, 
Spike
71. Ruhr’s industrial center
72. Played at military funerals
73. Flow alternative
74. Nostradamus and such

DOWN
1. Hunk of something
2. Flavored with kola nuts
3. Absent without leave
4. Gives a helping hand
5. Antebellum
6. Pillow filler
7. ____colonial or ____
classical
8. Oven emanation?
9. Lady’s man
10. Ne plus ultra
11. Famous Coward
12. Man Ray’s genre

15. Back of a saddle
20. Popular Byzantine artwork
22. Nile viper
24. Reminder of times past
25. *First African American to 
win Best Actress Oscar
26. More slippery
27. Allegro and lento, in music
29. *Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, 1984
31. Like fair share
32. Arch and ball location, pl.
33. *On Debi Thomas’ foot 
when she won Olympic medal
34. Busybody, in Yiddish
36. Work detail
38. Bid, past tense
42. Coffee shop order
45. D’Artagnan’s weapon of 
choice
49. Get the picture
51. *Harlem Renaissance poet
54. Fur shawl
56. Canada flyers
57. Handle of #45 Down
58. Most populous continent
59. Invitation request
60. Regrets
61. Commoner
62. Diamond’s corner
63. Walkie-talkie word
64. Japanese money, pl.
67. *Du Bois

THEME: BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

S T YDU KAERB

Puzzle solutions available at twulasso.com

Despite a lackluster opening weekend in box offices, “Birds 
of Prey (and the Fantabulous Emancipation of One Har-

ley Quinn)” proves to be an instant classic for the DC universe.
 
Directed by Cathy Yan, “Birds of Prey” isn’t the typical DC Com-

ics masterpiece thriller. It doesn’t bring the same intense, edge-of-
your-seat, character depth heavy scenes as say “The Dark Knight 
Rises” does. What it does bring are moments - little windows 
into the characters’ past experiences and current motivations. 

 
This, paired with the fact that every main character is a woman, 

makes “Birds of Prey”, at first glance, seem slow and sexist. However, 
that couldn’t be farther from the truth. Rather than force the audience 
to admire how cool and smart the main characters are, characters 
like Harley Quinn are cast as relatable and justified in their actions.

 
This relatability is highlighted through Margot Robbie’s perfor-

mance as she transforms Quinn into the fun, quirky 20-something 
she should have been all along. In 2016’s messy “Suicide Squad,” 
Quinn’s legacy was essentially destroyed. She was shown as a na-
ïve, emotionless lunatic only on screen to flaunt her body. Thanks to 
better writing and Yan’s direction, Robbie is able to show that yes, 
Quinn was abused and no, that’s not her entire life or personality.

 
Robbie’s co-stars Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Jurnee Smol-

lett-Bell, Rosie Perez and Ella Jay Basco give realistic portray-
als of powerful, intelligent women that shouldn’t be messed with. 
Ewan McGregor adds to the acting brilliance through his por-
trayal of the narcissistic and disgusting Roman Sionis, a per-
fect villain to oppose this rebellious group of female fighters.

 
Everything from the soundtrack to the cinematography lets 

the audience enjoy a fun story with loveable characters and un-
forgettable moments. After watching “Birds of Prey”, it’s al-
most impossible to leave the theaters without a smile on your 
face, wanting DC films to incorporate more female protago-
nists and eccentric storylines in their future cinematic endeavors.

Female leads are relatable and justified in new release “Birds of Prey”

Catty Tomaszewski can be reached via email at ctomaszewski@twu.edu

EntErtainmEnt | rEviEw

By Catty Tomaszewski

Birds of Prey movie poster 
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Lonely Hearts Club: How to prioritize self-love this Valentine’s Day

Don’t worry, you are not alone in this situa-
tion. Millions of people every year experi-

ence Valentine’s Day without a solid valentine. 
However, not spending the mushy, gushy holiday 
with someone doesn’t mean you can’t have any 
fun for yourself! Here are five things you can do 
with yourself for this upcoming Valentine’s Day. 

1. Have a date with yourself1. Have a date with yourself
Buying Chick-Fil-A in the drive-thru and 

vacuuming it down your throat alone in your 
room isn’t exactly a date with yourself. I’m talk-
ing about taking the time to pick out a nice 
outfit, spray on your favorite fragrance and 
heading out on the town. The best part with 
this kind of date is that you call all the shots. 

You want to go to the fair and get on the same 
ride five times in a row? Go for it! It’s your night. 

For a one-person date, I suggest going to the 
museum, your favorite restaurant or an arts and 
crafts workshop like the Paddywax Candle Bar in 
Dallas where you can customize your own candle!

2. Make plans with friends2. Make plans with friends
Turn your Valentine’s Day into a Palentine’s’ Day. 

Voices | LoneLy Hearts cLub

Personally, it is hard for me to choose 
a favorite. I really love “The Big Sick” 
because it is based on a true story and 
the main actor actually plays himself. I 
find that to be pretty cool. I think that 
“Always Be My Maybe” is tied because of 
the ridiculous soundtrack and its totally 
accurate portrayal of Korean culture. 
10/10 recommend both!

Katelyn Garst
Managing Editor

I’m not a huge romantic comedy fan. I 
don’t like romance that much. But there 
are some rom-coms that I wouldn’t 
mind watching a second time. Currently, 
my favorite rom-com  is “Always Be My 
Maybe.” Ali Wong and Randall Park are 
really funny and play their characters 
well. I think everyone should give this 
film a chance. It is definitely a gem. 

Plamedie Ifasso
Copy Editor

Amber Gaudet
Editor-in-Chief

“13 Going On 30” is my favorite rom-com be-
cause it encompasses falling in love with your 
best friend rather than a handsome stranger 
you met that one time at the club. Although it 
focuses on budding romance, I also appreci-
ate the underlying message of not growing up 
too fast in an already fast-paced world. The 
trivial things in childhood, like fitting in with 
the popular kids, is not as meaningful.

Sarah Pham
Photographer

I’m not really big on rom coms, but one of 
my favorite movies, “Heathers,” is a dark 
comedy with a little romance. I’m terrible 
at explaining plots so I won’t try but suf-
fice it to say that queen Winona Rider and 
love interest Christian Slater make a killer 
couple in this cult classic.

Alejandra Pena
Reporter

“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” 
is perfect for those that aren’t into the 
romantic comedy trope, but also just 
got out of a relationship and want to cry 
into a pillow while drinking wine and 
laughing occasionally. I recommend 
watching it with a friend so the urge to 
text your ex at the end of the film will not 
be as immediate. It’s okay; the tears are 
therapeutic. Cheers.

I am not a huge romantic comedy fan. 
I enjoy a good time period, no one wins 
romance like "Atonement." If I had a 
romcom, the favorite would have to be 
"Crazy Rich Asians." Every time I would 
have a bad day, I would put the movie on 
and my mood would instantly be lifted. 
Plus, I’m a huge fan of Awkwafina. She 
can make anyone laugh.

Angelica Monsour
Graphic Designer

My favorite rom-com is a movie called “But 
I’m a Cheerleader” and it’s about a girl 
whose parents send her to conversion thera-
py and she falls in love with another girl 
there. It doesn’t sound like a comedy, but 
it’s honestly one of the funniest movies I’ve 
ever seen, and the romance is so sweet and 
beautiful. It’s probably my favorite movie.

Anissa Clark 
Page Editor

Catty Tomaszewski
Engagement Editor

These rom-coms guide everyone through 
a much needed course on Romance 101. 
“Moonrise Kingdom” shows that loving 
relationships are magical, but, “Under the 
Tuscan Sun” reminds you that relation-
ships don’t define you. “Leap Year” makes 
you double check that your partner wants 
you and not the idea of you. Once you’ve 
found your one and only, “My Big Fat 
Greek Wedding” breaks the news that 
you’re marrying their family too. Good 
luck, you’ll need it!

Gakenia Njenga
Reporter

It’s a little embarrassing to admit, but I love 
“To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before.” The 
whole plot and storyline are chaotic and 
pretty unrealistic, but there’s something about 
the film that I find so charming and fun to 
watch. I also love all of the cute and struc-
tured outfits that the main character, Lara 
Jean, dresses in! 

By GAKENIA NJENGA If you are not completely sure about spending the day 
by yourself, ask some pals to come along. Host a party, 
go out for dinner or have a movie night; anything you 
would do alone, do with friends. Invite those who you 
feel close to and truly care for (and vice versa!) to keep 
a genuine circulation of appreciation and admiration. 

3. Volunteer3. Volunteer
Spreading love is not always just for the people you 

know. There could be someone out there who might be 
desperately needing to just spend some quality time with 
someone else and volunteering can be a great way to do 
just that. Try signing up at a local organization that may 
need help and share the mushy, gushy holiday spirit.

 Sitting down with someone new on Valentine’s 
might mean a lot more to that person than you think. 

4. Hand out Valentines4. Hand out Valentines
You might not have a valentine yourself, but you 

can be someone else’s. I don’t mean going out and 
snagging a card and candy combo box from the gro-
cery store, but instead taking the time to put to-
gether handmade valentines for those you love and 
care about. Food valentines like chocolate-glazed 
popcorn and cookies made from scratch never dis-
appoint and are almost always accepted by others.

 You could also go the craftier route and make Valen-

tine’s-themed origami figures or custom keychains for 
your friends and family. Not only will you have fun do-
ing it, but your efforts will also be greatly appreciated. 

5. Stay in5. Stay in
There are many great things in this world, 

but cuddling up in a big blanket while eating 
sweets and watching movies is definitely one of 
the greatest. For this year’s Valentine’s Day, don’t 
feel obligated to go anywhere or do anything for 
yourself or other people. Sometimes the best mo-
ments we have in life are the ones where we al-
low ourselves to relax and enjoy being alone. 

Pick out movies and shows, snacks, blankets, 
pillows and anything else you might need to pre-
pare for the monster marathon coming your way. 
A day like this to oneself is 100 percent consid-
ered self-care. Push aside your worries for one 
night and allow yourself to shamelessly indulge!

These are just a few ideas to awaken the Val-
entine’s spirit that I know is stirring within you. 
No matter how your holiday turns out this year, 
remember to stay kind, and to love and ap-
preciate not just others, but yourself as well. 

Gakenia Njenga can be reached via email at 
gnjenga@twu.edu.

Q: Rom Coms? 
What’s your 
favorite and 
why?
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Soccer captain named Student-Athlete of the Month

It’s not every year that a student-athlete can confi-
dently leave their academic career behind and say 

that they have earned their spot as their university’s 
top athlete. However, there are a select number who 
get the chance to claim such success, one of them 
being Texas Woman’s University’s Brittany Jones.

Senior and captain of the Pioneers soccer team Brit-
tany Jones first began the sport when she was 3 years 
old and has been playing consistently ever since. She 
was initially inspired by her brother, who currently 
plays soccer as well as competed at a college level. 

During her junior year of high school, Jones 
began receiving offers from multiple universi-
ties from various states to play for their teams. 

“My family and I were trying to de-
cide what school is best for me,” Jones said. 

She said that she and her family considered the 
academic programs offered as well as the loca-
tion of the many schools wanting her to attend.

“Ultimately, it came down to staying in Texas, so 
that my family could come to all my games,” Jones 
said. 

Since her start at TWU, Jones has been named to 

both the D2CCA All-South 
Central Region Second 
Team and All-Lone Star 
Conference Second Team 
and most recently, Edward 
Jones Student-Athlete of 
the Month. She admitted to 
being shocked at the reward 
and appreciative of those 
who acknowledged the ef-
fort she has put out on the 
field despite this year’s soc-
cer season having come to 
an end. However, with the 
effort came hardships and 
working her way up to this 
point had its ups and downs 
all throughout the season.

Jones said that, when 
times would get hectic, 
she always had her team by her side supporting her.

“We would all go to the library and help keep each 
other on-track,” Jones said. “We would also try to eat 
healthy, too, because it gave us energy and kept us going.”

Immersing herself in the amount of support she re-

Pioneers soccer captain Brittany Jones. Photo courtesy of Cameron Bean. 

Pioneers soccer captain Brittany Jones. Photo courtesy of Cameron Bean. 

athletics | soccer

ceived from not only just her teammates but her family, 
as well, is what kept Jones motivated and on her feet. 

Though she received support from those around her, 
Jones also knew she had to be there for herself. When get-
ting on the field, Jones aspires to be better than she was 
the day before, a message she also passes on to her team-
mates. She said that she is always wanting more for her 
and her team and for each team member to reach success.

Her optimism and drive are often praised by her 
team and coaches. Graduate assistant soccer coach 
Brooke Bradley highlighted Jones’ ability to take 
authority, coining leadership as her best quality.

“She basically has the whole team follow any-
thing that she does,” Bradley said. “If she sets 
her mind to something and she has a goal, 
she instills that into everybody else’s mind.”

Bradley firmly believes Jones is deserving of the spot as 
the Student-Athlete of the Month, going on to say her im-
provement over the years has built her into the hard-work-
ing and committed athlete that she has become today. 

With graduation coming up this spring, Jones said her 
plans after college include competing in a professional 
soccer league, either going overseas or in the U.S. She 
has been awaiting a series of trials this May and is pre-
paring for what her life may become after the tryouts. 

Gakenia Njenga can be reached via email at 
gnjenga@twu.edu

By GAKENIA NJENGA
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Graphic by Catty Tomaszewski.

Email inquiries and resumes to
agaudet@twu  or apply on
Handshake.

IS HIRING A
REPORTER
The Lasso, TWU's award-winning
weekly newspaper, is hiring! If you
like to have fun, work hard and flex
your creative muscles, The Lasso
could be the place for you!
 
Reporters work 10 hrs/week and are
paid $10/hr. 
 
Experience in news writing, AP style
and photography preferred but not
required. 
 
 

 

We value reader submissions. As a university newspaper we have certain criteria that limit what we will place inside our 
newspaper. Please limit letters to 300 words. Columns submitted should be no longer than 600 words. Please include your 
name, address, phone and email. Your contact information will not be published. Unsigned submissions will not be pub-
lished. All submissions are also edited for length and clarity. Submissions become property of The Lasso.

Letters and Viewpoints
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